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the first day of the week let EvEry oxe oF
you lay by him in store, as God Fath
prosperea kim.”  This is the written rule.
It is fulfilicd no less by those who, unable
to strike a weckly balance, lay by them in
store, year by year, according to their gains
orincome. The motive which impels the
Christian to generosity—the impulse which
constrains him to make sacrifices for man-
kind—is that which is cmbedied in the
words, ¢ Ye are not \our own, for ve are
bought with a price.”

We cxhort you, beloved brethren,
apply these genceral principles to your own
character and practice.  'We do <o the
more, because they are the principles by
which vou will be tested and dealt with,
in the Last day. How many of youmakea
conscicnce of giving? How many sit down
for the purposc of measuring by the gifts
which they receive “from above,” the
extent of their responsibility to lay out
moncy for the poor and for the advance-
ment of religion? Few amongst v irive
against their native sclfishness.  Few set
themselves to reach the seif-denving stan-
dard of Christian pictv. Mavit not, indeed,
‘be feared that some of those who “name
the Namec of Christ ” in the Jacrament of
the Supper, arc going dm\'n to the grave
lalen with the frightful g "t of “cove-
toasness which is ldo]a:r} ¥ Those who
“waich lor veur souls” feel that at leas:
there are grounds for urging upon vou sclf-
cxamination in regard to this solemn
maticr. It cannot be safe for any man
whom God blesses with competence, much
less for him to whom plenty is vouchsafed,
to add stock o stock, store to store, farm
to farm, and at the same iime to gradge
to the poor the help which they need;
or 1o refuse to sust2in those Christian
Ordinances by which his houschald are
fblessed; or to witihold the means of

- vour many blessings.
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and costly is the preparation which these
men undergo ere they are ordained to the
Sacred office. Laborious and sclf-denying
is the work to which they devote them-
seives. Yet the instances are rare in which
they are sufficiently provided for. To our
shame, be it said, most of them are expected
to be satisfied with the barest maintenance,
while very many are even pinched by pover-
tv.

Consider these grave facts in the light of
Take a Scriptural
view of the responsibility which presses on
yOu 2s Citizens, as parcnts,as communicants,
to fosicr, in your respective neighbourhoods,
the Church and Ordinances of the Redeem-
Remember that “ the Lord hath

" ordained that they which preach the
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sending to acgledted ones the Goaspel of |

Love.
man; “ How dwelleth the love of God in
him!”

Tus adcquate support
that espectally which we, at this time, ask
vou to provide for. God has blessed vou,
for the most pxrt, with suficiency. Many
of you cnjoy abundance. In respect of abil-
ity to give, there is no church in Canada
beyond you. This vou will readily allow.
Not less certain 1s it that there exisis

We fear for the safety of such a |

of Ordinances is ¢
i often, the pounds of the Great, have been
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! talning in vour scveral parishes,

Gospel, should live of the Gospel.” The
Christian privileges which you have inher-
ited from your fathers, are worthv of being
transmitted o your children and, through
them, to the gencrations following. They
ought to be dear enough to vou to call forth,
for their support, a large liberality, and, if
nced be, even great sacrifices.  Considera-
tion for the spirituzl interests of vourselves
and vour houscholds should have weight
with vou here ; not to speak of theinterests
of the population at large. We invoke you,
withhold not the needed support for main-
Gospel
Ordinances. Do this adcquatclx. Do it
cven gencrouslv. Do it also cheerfully.
“He that soweth liberallv shall reap liber-
allv.” Prove vourselves worthy descendants
of those noble sires who, at the cost of not
only moncy, but of their own blood also,
laid the foundations of the Reformed
Charch of Scotland. Emulate the devotion
of those loval, sclf-denving men who, in
later years, sent forth their money, their
ministers, and their missionarics, that in
the sons of Scotland
might enjoy the ordinances of Christianity
in the pure and simple form in which thex
had been observed in the land of their
fathers.  For this object the shillings and
pence of humble Scotchmen, 2nd, Jess

contributed these many vears.  Even still,
the Church in Canada s the recipient of
Scottish bounty. But they who bestow
are, for the most part, less able o give
than we who receive. All honour to those
in the Old Land who make willing sacrifices

amongst the members and adherents of | that there may be perpetuated in Canada

the Church geacmliy, an indisposition to
provide suitably for their clergy. Long
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the Faith and Ordinances which are mutu-
2lly dear to them and us! But let us whose



