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WINNIPEG, FEB. 3, 1900.

BAD ROADS.

Winnipeg ¢ity aldermen propose try-
ing teo induce the yprovinciel govern-
ment to do something toward improv-
ing the roads leading into the city.
Previous cfforts of the city council to
secure the improvements of the coun-
try roads have failcd, but the matter
js of suchh great importance that it
is certaluly worth while trying again,
Geod reads wouald do more to improve
whie vatue of farm lands in the vicinisy
of the city than anything clse that can
o thought of. Lauds jn districts
where the rosds are aot as bad as
about Winnipeg, are held at much
higher prices in many cases.

The question of roads is really one
of the most scrious problems swhich
Alanitoba has to face to-day. iIn some
districts, wherve the soll is light or
gravelly and uaaturally well arained,
the question 15 not such a serious one,
Tiere are other large aveas, however,
where the roads are practicadly im.
passable in bad weather. Bad roads
are n great orawback to auny country,
They wear out horses and vehicles be.
fore their time, lead to breakdowns
and uccidents, sometimes of o xcrious
nature, render It necessary w make
two trips where one would sometimes
answer, by reasont of the small loads
which can ounly be taken, consume
double time often in travellilg & given
distance, compel farmers to remain at
home jdle when they should be mar.
keting thelr produce, etc, cte. The
joss of time and moncy, directly or in.
divectly, as a result of bad roads, is @
most serions matter,

Great attention has been glven of
inte years to the improvement of
routes of travel by rall and water, ar
well as to the cheapening of transport.
ation. The orninury country i10ad vep-
resente the beginning of our system
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of transportation. Good roads are ns
essential from an cconomic point of
view as 15 the improvement “of ~the
great commercial bighways. The total
production of the country musg first
pass over the country road b-fore It
reaches the primary market. If the
roads are bad, the loss In this trays.
portation is serious. It would b o dif-
ficult matter to convince individual
farmers that they were losing $50 to
$100 annually. by reason of the bhad
condition of the roacs over which they
are obliged to travel in transporting
their produce to market. Yet we icel
convinced that if many tarmers would
make a careful record of the time they
have lost In cenforced idleness through
bad roads, or in unnecessary delays in
travelllug, at times perhaps yith nalf
the load which could otherwise have
been takel, and estimate the nnueces.
sarv wear and tear of lorse flesh and
vehicle, they would find that our esti.
mate is not a high one.

Ir some of tho agitators who suc-
cced g0 admirably in working uwp agita.
tions on such matters as-tho clevator
question,  for  instanco would give
their attention to tho improvewont of
the reads, they would ve doing the far.
mers of Manitoba a genunine service,
instead of creating discontent in quar.
icrs often where there is little if any
reason for it.

Wo do nob requirc to wo far {rom
Winnipeg to find buad roads, -perhaps
equal to the worst in the province.
During spells of bad woatier the roads
leading out of thq city ave practically
impassable. In fact, we can truth.
fully assert that there is a0t a mile of
goud road in tho Winnipegr district,
outside of tho city lmmits. In discus.
sing this question on & previous veea-
sion The Commercinl said: ““Lhe main
road leading ous of the city, through
the rural  municipality  of Kildonan,
he oldest settled district of Manitoba,
ix 2 sample of a practicadly impassable
road ip wet weather. laeres a settle
ment nearly 160 yeavs old, where the
prople have been content all this sime
10 wallow through mud hub deep, or
shut themselves ap within the pre.
cinels of sheir rural abodes, sometimes
for wceks at a time, during seasons
of frequant precipitation.”

“In another direction, perbaps the
most important lughway leading out
of thoe city, through ipoe raral muni
cipality of  Assimboin, I1s in the sime
shamefut  condition.  This  highway,
kinown  as  tho Portago road, also
leads through an old settled district,
and is about the oldest road in  the
couniry, but not ono mile of this road
futy been put in passable condition for
tad weather, during all these years.”

This question of roads is a1 matier
whlch shouid e grappled with atonce.
17 these municipalities iiad built only
one mile of road each year for the
past ten or fifteen years, they would

now lave main highways of a pass-
able nature.” The question, however,
should not Le left with the rural
munieipalities wlote.  The provinelad
goveingent should take hold of the
matiter, and he prepared to give the
neceseary Instractions to enable uhe
municipalities to blid decent roads.
The previnee of Ontatio has taken up
thiz wmatter, and  provineinl mstrae-
tore In road making have teen ap-
pointed to assist and advise the munj-
cipal authorities. The uscless and
anluuated statute labor system, which
is ez diopped by all progressive
namepatities in the east, should be
abolislied by the legislature as one of
the fust steps in the dircclion of re-
form m road making. Unless some
active and unportant influence is
brought tc  bear upon shis matter,
we are linble to go on indelmnitely wal-
towing through mud and mire, as the
cariy coloniets of the Red river have
done for nearly o ccentury past.

SOLICITING VOTES.

The Winnipeg city councll proposes
taking action to prevent soiiciting of
votes in civie elections. Legisiation
wiil be sought with this object in view,
The principal contained s proposi.
tion is no doubt right, and if it could
be applied to proviucial and {ederal
clections as well, it would have a great
effeet in preventing brivery and cor-
ruption in conmection with the elec.
tions. It is only onc step from ask.
ing a man for his vote to offer him
some inducement for it, Men who are
intelligent enough to think for them.
selves, should consider i1t almosy an in.
sult to bo asked for their vote. At
tht same time, it will be quite o Jiffi.
ficult matter to properly safcguard a
law uesigned to prevent the :oliciting
of votes. It is tho organized effort
mado ir the dlrection of soliciting votes
which is particularly objcetionable, and
which it is most desirable to curtail

or prevent., If this could be done
away with, anything approaching

solicitation of votes, i conversittion
between Iriends, might be overiooked,

PRESERVIE TH1IS FORLESTS.

In connection witlh the formation of
1 Forestry associntion at Ottawa. it
may  be noted that Mr., Stephenson,
crown timber agent for the west, is
authority for tne statement wade o
year or more ago, that owr timber re.
sources bavo been diminished one-hal(
during the past [ifteen years. This
dosiruction is suad to think of, espeetal
Iy when we consider that this western
countlry is largely n praivie vegioi,
and thmber areas are therefor special
Iy valuable. Much ab least, of the
loss could have been avoided if some
system of preserving the forests andg
subjugating forest fires had been in.
augurated.  Weo have fost hall of our
timber resources  in fifteen years,




