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BRITISH AGRICULTURE.

"I'he ofticial agriculturo roturns for Gireat
Britain for tho yoar 1895 give some interest-
wg if not startling fOgares. Tho statistics
following include Eagland, Scotlaud sud
Wales only. Tho wheat area was 1,417,411
acres, ehowing a decroase of 510,321 acres as
compared with 1894, or oqual to 25§ per cent.
"This stead v decreaso 1n tho wheat area 18 ono of
the markod featuros of British agriculture
during rocent years. ‘There was a small in-
croaso it oats aud barley, sufficient to make
up & littlo over one-fifth of the decreaso in
wheat. An incroase in rotation grasses is
about offsot by the docrease in tho area of
permanent pastures,

In live stock butchors’ cattle show a de-
croase of 5.6 por cont., but this is offset by an
sacreaso in cows and catves. The total of
cattle of all kinds is just about stativuery, as
compared with 189}, but thore is tho large
Jecroase in the numnber of cattle as compared
with 1893, of 5.2 per cont. There was a de-
creaso of about one and a half million sbeep
11 1891, as compared with 1893, and a further
smal] decroase in sheop in 1895. ‘The total
number of sheep in 1893 was 23,792,000, and
the total of cattlo was 6,851,000, The hog
appoars to have been 1a genoral favor, as the
n-imber of hogs shows an incrwase of 20.7 per
cont. in 1893, as compared with 1894, while
the increase over 1893 is 86,3 per cont.

THE ARGENTINE WHEAT OROP.

The Minneapulis Northwestern Miller has
a special representative in South .\meorica
writing up the grain trade of those countries.
The gentlemau — Mr Kingsland Smith—
has writton somo very iunteresting lottors to
the Miller, aud more are to fotlow. Mr.
Smith hes tho following timely relerence to
tho Argentine wheat crop:

Under date of March 5th Mr. Smuth says:
1 have vabled you that there was a fair
wheat crop in the provines of Buenos Ayres,
and that olsowhere it is poor, both 1o quality
and quantity, rains having done much dam-
age. Ihave not felt Yike making a guess at
tho probable exports this year, until I have
beon over tho ground pretty thoroughly, and
a~ | intonid to visit portions of Sante I'c and
Cordova still, 1 prefer to wait till I have dono
o before making any estimates, The earlier
estimates of the crop wero that it would ex-
coed that of last. ‘Then whentherains came,
1 harvest time, they began to cut down the
estimates to about half the samo as last year,
say a miilion tons. Now, there is a & good
deal of talk abuut an export of only balf a
million tons. I'rom the large number of ves-
sels that were headed this way in anticipation
of wheat cargoes and tho absence of wheat to
slup, rates of freight have fallen very low,
and had it not been for tho large quantities
of maize which to some extont, havo supplied
cargo for the vessels, thoir owness would have
suffored still moro severely. At first it was
said that tho rains had delayed harvest, and
that tho wheat would bo along a little later,
but now people are beginning to think the
wheat does not come because 1t is not there
tocome.” In a privato letter of tho same
dato Mr. Smith says: **The crop roports

keop coming worse, and tho Santa Feo pro-
vincial govornmont is distributing seed wheat
to noody farmers,’”

A great deal of mystery has surroundod tho
last Argontino whest crop, and reportd more
or less contradistory have been rocoivod {rom
timo to time, sinco the beginning of harvest
in that country Jast Decembor. 'Tho repre-
sontative Jf tho Northwestorn Miller is a
trustworthy and capablo man, and his report
is porhaps tho most reliablo yot secured from
Argeutine. It 1s cortainly a very bullish one.
Thoe Minneapolis jouroal cortainly desorves
cradit for its onterprisa in this matter.

REFOSING DRAFIS,

A fow woeks ago Tho Commorcial published
an article from an exchange, deovutel to the
question of refusing drafts.  This articlo ad-
ministored » reproof to rotail merchants who
are in the habit of rofusing drafts for trivial
reasons  What is poculiar abeut this circum-
stanco i3, that The Cummercial was asked
by no less than four ditferent iwholesale
houses to roproduce this article, Wholesale
merchants know well the atnoyauce caused
by the custom of rofusing urafts A draft
<hiould not bo refused except for excollont
roasons. Whero a slight mistake has been
made, it would be more cunsiderate, to say
the loast, to pey tho draft aund request redross
by letter.

Retail merchants, however, are not alone
to blame for this aunoying custo.n of refusiug
drafts, Ono would think that wholesalo
houses, who understand well the annoyance
and expense which 1s caused by this custom
of refusing drafts, would not themselves be so
ready to indulge in tho same ungenerous cus-
tom, without good reasen. This, however, is
not thy case, as The Commercial koows by
personal exparience. ‘The Commercial has
had drafts refused by wholesale houses, on the
ground that the amount was not due. Inone
case a draft was mads forone quarter’s adver-
tisement a couplo of weoks before the end of
the quarter, but the draft came Lack refused
with costs of course added. This weas cer-
tainly a very trivial excuse for refusing a
small draft. Advertisements are ofton made
payeblein advance,but certainly no reasonable
objectiun could bo made to a draft near the
ond of tho quarter. Besides, the object in
drawing a littlo before the end of the quarter
is to enable firms to give notice to have their
advertisoments continued or discontinued
when the time of contract expires,

‘The Commorcial recognices fully the forco
of the arguments used against the mean cus-
tom, followed by some business mon, of rofus-
ing drafts for the most trivial reasons, The
retail merchant who indulges in this objec-
tionable custom does not gain anything
thereby, and if he overheard tho remarks
which are made about him when the drafts
come back, ho would no doubt feel thoroughly
ashamed of himself. It is, thereforo, sur-
prising that some of those who often have
occasion to feel aggrieved at the return of
drafts, should themselves have recourso to the
samo ‘noying practice.

———————

Henry Smith, late sonior partner of Snith
& Fudger, Toronto, and latterly in the whole-
salo fancy goods business by himself; at To-
rorto, is dead.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

I is 1eported from Ottawa that tho fedoral
oloctions will bo held on June 16,  Wo may
look for more or less uncortainty in business
affairs untal the oloctions are over.
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IT i3 roported that an agreoment has beou
nearly rcached with the Manitoba govern-
meont for the granting of the proposed aid to
the Lako Dauphin railway. ‘Lhe act passed
by the Manitoba legislature a short time aso,
empowered the governmont to » ake an ar-
rangomont with tho railway company, grant~
ing vory liboral aid to the company to con-
struct tho road. [t is further reliably roport-

“od that the contract to build the road has
beon let to Mann & McKenzie. .\t auy rate
an ongineor arrived last week to locate tho
line. J. H. White, of Toronto, has this work
in hand, [t is hoped the foars of tho public
regarding tho deal betweon the Manitoba
government and this company will not be
bourne out by tho facts. ‘The amount of aid
proposed is certainly excessive. With the
enormous aid likely to be grantod this road
it seems 1juite cortain that it will bo built
this year.
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TUERE i3 considoerable prejudico in some
quarters against our wild prairie hay, though
it has beon shown that the native prairie hay
is more nutritivo than cultivated grasses,
Ananalysis wasrecently madoof wild Dakota
prairio grass, compared with Wisconsin
timothy, clover and millet., The twosamples
of prairie grass contained 53.14 and 53.19 per
cent of digestable substance, as compared
with 49.96 for the timothy hay, 48,02 for the
clover and 48.33 for the millet, Theso tests
would go to show the superiority of the native
over the cultivated grasses for foddor, It will
also help to oxplain why grazing animals will
fatten more readily here 1o the west thaun in
tho eastern provinces. [t is a frequent com-
mont of visitors that cattle in Mamtoba and the
western territories appear so fat and healthy,
‘Weheard a butcher who has had experienco
both in eastern and westorn Capada, state
recently that grass fed cattle would not
fatten up in the Eastlike they do here. The
apparent greater richmess of our native
western grasses will account for this.
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THERE seems to bs good prospect that the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company will
build the proposed line through the Crow's
Nest pass this year. At Ottawa on Tuesday
notice was givon of a resolution to authoriz
the government to make a loan to the Capa-
dian Pacific Railway Company to thoamount
of §20,000 per mile, for a railway from Loth-
bridgo or Macleod, Alberts, to Nelson, British
Columbia. Tho loan to boar interest at 83
per cent., and bo payable in July, 1916,
‘This is a road which the company has contem-
plated for some years, and it is a road which
will bo & great convenioncoe as furnishing a
direct route to the famous Kootenay mining
country in British Columbia. The purchass
by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company of
the ‘Galt” railway, which runs from Dun-
mere, on the main line of the C.P.R. to Loth-
bridge, was the first step towards securing a
line of railway through tne Crow's Nest pass
of tho Rocky Mountains. ‘L'his road will on



