
'i'iIE OM1~I~I~cAL.727

' 'be commiercial
M'ItNIPiP<, APRtIL 27, 1896,

BRITISHf AGRICUILTURE.
''lie oiliciat agriculture returas for <Groat

lhrmtain for thme yeîîi 1895 gîve seulme ilitores4t-

imîg if iL startling figures. The statistics
!ollowing inelude, Euglandt, scotlauml aud
Wates only. T1hmo whîat ai-ca wa 1,4117,4)Il} acrto, ehowing a deeroame of 510,321 acres as
,ninparod with 189)l, or equal te 2%3 per cent.

thi narkud tentures of B3ritish agriculture
( turing i-ceont years;. Thora was a small in-
crosseo iii caLs amd bar le>. efuilicieut te, nake
up a littlu uvejr uuo-fifth. et tic decroaso in
whoat. An iricroago iii rotatiomi grasses is
about offset by Lime docreaîo ii thc ai-ca cf
p'ermanent paqtures.

lu livo stock buthmors' cattie slbew a doa-
cr-ase of 5J) per cent., but Luis is offiset by an
aucrease iii eoîs and caives. Trho total of

* cattle et aIl kinds is just about statiomîery, as
coimparait wvti 1891, but thora is the largo
aucroase in the nuinhor et cattl as compared
ivitb 1893, of 5.2 par cent. Thiora uns a do-
e rosse cf about ono and a hait millioià sbeop
in 1891, as compnrod with 1893, and a further
simînl docrease in sboop in 1895. Tho total
number of slcep in 1895 vns 25,792,W0O, and
the total cf cattlo uvas 15,351»)0. The hog
appoars te, have beau lu general favor, as the
nlimber of hogs shows an ineeoase of 20.7 per

cent. in 1895, as compnrod %with 1891, while

thicemic-e over 1893 is 86.5 lier cent.

THE ARGENTRiNE WHEAT DROF.
T1ho Minneapolis Northwestern Miller lias

a ýpcia. representative in South .inerica.
wi-iting up) the graimn trmmde ot thosecountries.
'l'lie gentleman - Mi- lingslan'l Simth-
bias wvrkton somec vory intoiestiug lettm-s te

thc Miller, and more are te foilow. Mi-.
Smith bas time (ottewiiîg timuiol>' roforence te
tIme Argentine whcat crop:

['jidor date et Mareh 5t1i Mi-. Smmith says:
1I have ,jabled you that thora uvas a (air

uçbeat. erop in the province of Bueneos Ayres,
and that etsewhore it is poor, bothinm quality
and quantity, rains baving dons muci dam-
fige. 1 hâ4'e not toIt tiko mnaking a gues at
the probable exporta this year, umîtil 1 have

- ben over the ground protty theroughly, and
a.: 1 intond. te visit portions o! Santa Fe and
('ommova utill, t prefer te M'ait tilt I have donc

,before making any estimates. Tic caruier
asniates of the crop uvero that it ivouid ex.
ved tliat of last. Tlion whon the rains came,
ini hînrvest ime, tbey begau te, eut down the
estiiiatcs te about haIt tho saineo as last yoar,
say a million tons. Now, thora is a a good
dent ot talk about an expert, of only bai! a
mmillion tons. From thc largo numimer o! vos-
sels timat wure hoaded this way in anticipation
of wheat carguas and the absence of whcat, to,
sliip, rates of freigit have (allen ver>' tow,
and hal iL net beaun for the large quantities
'<f miia.e wtih te some extent, have suppliaid
cargo for the vesseIs, Lhiu owners wvoutd have
smfford stili more severely. At first it wnw,

es samd tliat Uhe rains had delayod barvest, and
thiat the wheat would ho along a tittIe Inter,
hint non' people are boginning ta think the
who,~ flous net cerne because Oit is net thora
tu comeo." lua privato lettor efthLe sanie
date Mfr. :Smith says. "Tho ci-up reports

keop coiihiug worso, and the Saîîti FSo pro-
vinicial govorumeont is distributiîîg seuid wvliat
te noody (armers."

A great dont of tttystry lice qurrudod tho
la.st Argentine iwhoat crop, anîd reports mioro,
or lme ont.radi.-tory lîa-e be roccived (roin
tinie to timeo, sitico tho beginîîiîg of lîarvost
in that country laqt I)ccetibor. Tlho repire-
sontativo, if the Northwesteril Millor i a
trustworthy and capable mou, and his report
is porhaps tho iuost i-diable, 3ot securod froir
Argentine. ILîs certainly a vry bullish oto.
The Miuneuapoliq journal cort.ainly de3orves
crodit for its onterpriîe ini tlusi matr.

A fow wooks aigo, Tho Coin itercial publislied
au articlo froni ami exehauge, ilovotol to, tho
qîuestion of ref os ig drafts. Thmis articlo ad-
ministerad at reproof te ratait moarchants wvho
are ini the habit of rotusiug drafts for trivial
roasons WThat is poculiar aboeut this circum-
stance ig, thiat Tho Coinineîrciat wvas aiked
by no loSs thami four difforont %vlmolosale
houses tu reproduco this article. Whleslalo
merchanits know watt the% ammîoyamîce causod
by tho custom of rotustug- iorafts A draft
miiould mieL bo retusod except for excellent
rousons. \Vhero a slight inistako lias beon
made, it would Wo more considorato, te say
thie toast, te pay the drait aud requost redre«'s
by lotter.

Retail mairchante, howvover, are net aloali
to blamo for this annoyîugcusto.n of retusilog
draf ts. Ono would Link that wholesale
liouses, wvho utiderstand well, the annoyance
and expense which is causcd by this custom
of rotusing drafts, would flot themsol vos bo 50

rcady to, indulgo inl thie sanie ungenorous cus-
tom, without goodi roason. This, however, is
net, th) case, as The Commercial knows by
porsonal oxperienco. The Commercial has
had drafts refused by wbolesale houses, on the
ground Lhat tho amrunt unas not due. Ili one
case a draft was made for ole quartom's adver-
tisemonrt a couple of uvees bof ore the end o!
the quarteûr, but the draft came lacl. refused
with coste ot course addod. This wvns cer-
tainly a vcry trivial excuse for rctusing a
amatI draft. Advertisomaonts are otten made
paytbtein advanico,butertainly no reasonablo
objectionu could ho made Lu a draft near the
ond of the quarter. Bosides, the object in
drawing a littie boforo tho end et tho quorter
is to enablo, firmns to givo notice te have thoir
advertisements continued or discontinued
when the time ci contract expires.

The Commercial recogaitos. fully tho force
of the arguments usod against the menu us-
tom, tollowed by so.-e business muon, of refus-
ing drafts for the moet trivial i-oaons. The
rotail merchant who indulges in this objcc-
tionable custom, dos liet gain anything
thloreby, and if ho overheard the romarks
which are made about him when thu draft3
coule back, ho uvould no doubt fuel tboroughly
ashaxned of himself. It is, theref oro, sur-
prising that soine of those who o!ten have
occasion te (ccl aggrievcd at the retura of
drafts, should tbemselvcs bave rocourso te the
saine umoying practice.

lienry 'imitb, lato senior partuer o! Snith
& Fug," Toronto, and latterly in the whele-

s'le fa..; goods business by hiimself, at T,-
rorto, is dcad.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
'r is îoported freîin Ottawa that tic fteral

oloctiont; will be hcld on -lune If;i. %Vo înay
look for suore or lmi uncort.ainty in busimoss
affairs umîtil tho filoctions are over.

ITr is roî'erted that an agromimont lias; bec»
îîearly rcachcd %vith the Manitoba govortz-
tuient for the grantiug of the îîroposod aid te
tho i.ako Dauphin railway. The act pasaitd
by the M#aiiitoba legislature, a short Lunen alo,
cmnpowered the govertiment te c~ ako an ar-
rangement wîth the rail way toinapany. grant-
ing vory liueraI, aid to thc company te con-

'struct therond. [t isfurtur reliably report.
cd that tlie contraci. to buil the road bas.
beau let to Mann & MecKensie. At any rate
an ongineor arrivod last weok to locate tho
lino. J. IL. White, of Toronto, lias this îvork
in hand. It is hopod the fears of the public
regarding the doat botweom Lte Manitoba
govorntment and this compaiiy will net ho
boumue eut by the tacts. The amount ot aid
îîroposcdl is certainly excessive. With thie
enormous aid tikely te be grantedl this rond
it seoms .îuite certain that it will be built
this yoar.

Tivmmxtîoe is coiîsiderable prejudice, in sonme
quarters against oui- %ild prairie hay, thougli
iL bas licou shown that the native prairie hay
is more nutritive than cutvated grasses.
An analysis was recemîtty made ot wi Id Dakota
prairie grass, comparcd witb WVisconsinî
timiothy, elover and millet. The twosainples
of prairie grass contained 5'3. Il and 53.19 per
cent o! digestable substance, as compared
with '19.96 for the timothy hay, 48.02 for the
clover and 48.M3 for the millet. Thome tests
wueudgo to show the suporiorit3' of tho native
ovor the cultivated grnsses for fodder. It will
aise belp te, explain why grazing animais wil
fatten more readily hure in the west thau in
the onstern provinces. Lt is a (roquent comn-
nment et visitera thnt male in Mantebaand the
,western territories appoar se fat ad hoalthy.
Weheard a butcher who lias had experiene
'both in eustermu and western Canada, statu
recently that grass ted cattlo w ould net
fatten. up in the Est liko they de bore. The
apparent greater ricbnes of our nartive
v. estern grasses will aucounit for tis.

TjiERE seems te ho good prospect that the
Camadian Pacifie, Railwvay Company wilt
build the proposed lino through the Crow's
Nest pass this year. At Ottawa on Tmsesday
notice was given of a resotution te, authoriz
time gevernmnent to make a loan te the Cana-
dianl Pacifie Ratway Company te the amouit
of $20,000 per mimt, for a railway tront Loth-
bridge or Macleod, Alberta, toNolson, British
Columbia. The loan te, boar intercat at Si
per cent., amid ho payable in July, 1916.
This is a road-wbich thecompany hins centem-
plated for sanie years, and it is a rond which
will ho a great convenionce as furnisbing a
direct rente te, the (mimons Rootenay minxng
country in Blritish Columbia. Tho purchaso
by the Canadian Pacifie Railway Company of
the I'(laIt" railwa:y, which i-uns (rom Dan-
more, on tho main lino of the C.P.R. te, Loth-
bridge, vras the firat stop towards secnring a

lino et railway through tne Crow's Nait passor he Rocky Mountains. This rend wilt ou


