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larger circulation among the business community
of the country between Lake Superior and the
Pacific Coast, than any other naper in Canada,
daily or weekly. By a thorough system of per-
sonal solicitation, carried out annually, this jour-
nal has been placed upon the desks of the great
majorily of business men in the vast district des-
ignated above, and including northicest Ont-
ario, the provinces of Manitobx and British
Columbia, and the territories of Assiniboic
Alberta and Saskatchewan. The Commercial
also reaches the leading wholesale, commission,
manufacturing and financial houses of Eastern
Canada,
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Baising Hogs,

““The William Davis Co., packers of Toronto
writo as follow :

It is strange that wish graip so low there
are not twice as many hogs ted in Oatario and
Manitobs. e are now paying 8 cents live
weight and cannot get half enough for our
requirements. This branch of feediug is only
in tts infandy, and we beleive that the farmer
who goes into it with intelligence, courage
and enierprise, will reap a rich roward. Tho
foregoing applies with greater force to the
farmers 1n Manitoba, as we read in the Tiade
Balletin that barley only nets the farmera
there 9 cents per bushel. Many farmers
appear to have almost as great a dislike to
hogs as the Hebrews. They feed a lot of use
less horses that no ono wants at any price and
they are eating thoir heads off, and in the fall
many have a lot of steers 2 years old, for
which they get about 2 cents per pound, but
nary a brood sow do you fiad, though she
would bring two litters a year, which could
be sol,d at six moaths old for from $8 to Slo
each.”

Wheat Production in Australasia.

The Australasian harvest is sufficiently ad.
vanced for an estimato of the probable yield to
be interestivg. Last season the total was over-
estimated by 6.700,00) bushels, it being assum.
ed at ahout 38,005,000 bushels iostead of 31,.
305,000 bushels, Tho New Zealand. crop,
which is not sufficiently forward at the end of
November for estimates to be safe, was reckon-
cd at 5,000,000 bushelr, whereas it turned out
to be 9,000,000 bushels. Qa the other hand
the acrcage in South Austialia, assumed at the
provious year's figurcs, was found to have de-
clined 400,000 scres, and on tho reduced acre-
ago was more gravely deficient than at first
supposed. Thus where 17,100,000 bushels have
been originally oxpected, only 10,100.000 were

oventually secured. The prosent promiee is a
grti)n.t improvement on last year, as it had need
to be.

Acres. Busho's.
Victoria ...... 1,100,000 at 10 bus. per acre = 11,000,090
N. 8. Walee,... 0,000 ,,10 , +,, , - 4,000C00
Queensland 40000 ,, 0 ,, ., .. 360,060
S, Austrabia,.. 1,600,000 ,, 8 4w 4 o« 12,000,030
W, Australin., 40,000 ,, B , ,, o 320,070
Now Zealand 800,000 ,, 28 ., ,, o+ - 7,200,000
Tastania . 25000, 8 4 oW o 200,
Total... 3,405,000 35,080000,

Tho wheat growing regions of the Antipodes
show no such ateady oxtension as might have
been expected. Tho need of irrigation makes
many holdings expensive, and the peraistoncy
with which labor clings to tho great towus
makes rural wsges range exorbitantly high.
The acreage and yield in this region since 1380
may be given ng follows :

Yield In
bushels
81,503,000
20 676,000
31,073,000

* 914,000

Acreage,

ceees 3,376 000
1831.2,. . ..3,361,000
3,434,000

1
85,030,000
Fourteen years afo the acreage was roughly
calculated at 3§ millions, and the yield at 35
million bushels, and from this mean tho devi.
ation has not beengreat. The oxpanding in.
dustry and developing agricalture of a new
country will be looked for in vain, but the
natioval debt to be borne by the settier has
risen pea ly a hundred millions sterling. The
above ficures, however, warrant our supposing
that Australasia in 1803 will have 3,775,000
bushels (471,875 qrs.) more wheat to ship than
in 1892. The new wheat has opened at 33s,
delivered at any Eoglish port, which isaather
inviting price.—London Afsller,

Silver,

The adjourament of the Brussele conference
and the introduction of a measure in the United
States Senate authorizing the suspension of
purchases under the Sherman law had a do-
pressiog cffect upon the silver market. Re-
ports that the closing of mines on account of
the low price of silver is checkiog production
are not whelly substantiated. Somo iow-grade
misers have been forced to suspend operations,
but the effect of this is counteracted by tho
heavy prodaction fron. anumb r of 1ecent high-
grade discoverics. The aupply of bullion coming
forward from smelters is reported as normal in
amount. The decline of commercial prices early
in the week reached a level close to the lowest
on record, the Londoun quotations on Wedues-
day last being 37 10-16d per ounces and 83¢ in
New York. Support was, however, extended
to the market by the action of the Britiah-
Indian government, which showed a plain dis.
position to check any extraordinary decline in
India exchange. The fact that only one half
of the council bilis offered on Wedaesday wero
allotted had a streogthening effect on bar
silver, which udvanced to 38 1-1Gd, though the
New York priceremained at 83vin consequence
of the cessation of government purchases for
tho current month. Silver bullion certificates
were affected by the gencral decline in tho stock
market, thongh tho trading in them is amalj,
The amount of bullion on™ hend at New York
against certificates outstanding is now 859,730
ounces,~—Bradstreel’s.

Keeping Insured,

No one who pays attention to the reports of
life insurance companies, or the official Govera-
ment roturas on the subject, can fail ta be im.
pressed with the great number cf people who

insuro their lives, bu who allow their policies

to lapso by neglect or inability to keop up their
promiums, Tho subject is ono of more interest
thau somo people think, inasmuch as, though
an individual may one year pass an admirabie
oxamination, the next year, for somo reasoa or
another, ho cannot pass muster. Life insurance
is equally important with, if rot more so than
insuranco againet fire ; bat it is far more dif}j.
oult to obtain.  Given the goods to bo covered
by o policy and o reasonably substantial build.
ing In which they are stored, nnd the obtain.
meat of & policy is casy., Itis not to witha
life risk. How ever good o man may be, or
how over uscful he may bo to his family or to
the country, it frequently happens that the
tenement in which his lifo risk is contained is
a vory frail and unsatisfactory one, and will
most assurodly deteriorato by degrees—-good as
ic may have heoun at the beginuing.

It is not enough that a man’s lifo be assured
in tho first instance, it is of even higher im.

ortanco that it be kept assured.  Moreover,

earing that they masy not be able to keep up
their premiums, there are many people who, in
tho first instauce decline to talk’e out a policy.
A largo sourcoe of the profits of cvery insurance
company is tho sums that from time to time ac.
cumulate in connection with policies that me
not kept up, and tho constaut presence of the
figures belonging to this branch of the account
are contioually raising the queation in the
minds of tho insuring public whether in this
particular the compsnies have it not too much
their owa way ° It is true that some institu.
tions, aftor a policy has been in existence for a
cerlain length of time, give it a surrender value
which may be had upon certain condiiions, in
cash or ju the shape of a paid-up policy for
what may be cal ed & minimum amount. ~ But
tho impretsion is gaining ground that in view
of the manner in which every insurance com-
pany safegunrds itself sgainst poesible loss or
o ntingency, it should at least do more for its
clients, thereby materially augmenting confi.
dence iu lifo insurance as 'a principle, and in
the good faith and fair dealing of the life
underwriters,

Thore are those who, in their objections to
lifo inyuran~~, g1y that the companies prefer
to have risks vui: 1 out "y the way. They
are unquestionably a source of profit, but it
should not be forgotten that, (utside of this,
overy ipstitution in its calculations has
arranged them upon a faic estimate of the
average duration of human life. It would seem
that the feeling is growing in atrength thay
policy holders have a right to expect some.
thing even moro than this from the compauies
in the shape of a guarantee of the permavency
of their insurance investment, and it will bo
interesting to wnotice which companies will
bo the most liberal in this regard.— Exchange.

The New Navy.
In a recent avti:le from the p2nof Henry W,
Cramp he gives the following as the list of
vessels of the new navy actually in commission:

Displace Contraet

Heel
Name, laid. Lengih. Breadth. mcent, price.

Chicago .... 1833 315 43 4,500 8330009
Boston ..... 18383 20} 42 3,18 610,000
Atlanta ,.... 1483  270f 42 3132 617,000
Dolphin,.... 183 240 82 1,455 315,000
Yorstown. . 187 230 20 1,700 455,000
Vesuvius.... 1887  248% 26512 900 350,000
Baltimore... 1837 315 133 4,413 1,325,000
Petrel . ... 1877 175 3t 899 247,000
Charleston 1837 300 48 3,736 1,017,900
Philadeiphla. 1883 315 48} 4,32 1,350,000
SanFrancisco 1888 310 4918 4,083 1,428,000
Nowark .... 1887 310 4916 4,083 1,245,000

Cushh;s wese 1889 139 1458 110 82,750

Concord .... 1887 230 36 1,700 490,000
Bennington . 1888 230 36 1,i100 490,000
Miantonomah 1§78 200 60 39000  .....
Stilleto .oee oue S3% n 70 25,00

The Philadelphia  Press adds:  “Not only
havo the most remarkable improvements been
made in tha construction of cruisers and battle.
ships, but ordpance, projectiles, powder,
machinory, and ship-manoceuvering bave under-
gono just a8 many and atartling changes,”
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