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TRIAfE WITH TUE EMIPIRE~.
Frectrade princilks de not eecruthave mode

much progresa of tt yesrs. Protecotion has
recently beca carricd ta greater oxtromea titan
ever bal aie. The MclCintey btill ban beau
adoptati ln flia Unitedi States, whiie ln Franco

a niossuro lntonâcti to icorass grcatly the piro.
tactivo polioy of thst country, ls under cou-
sidaration. Several o'her countries of Europo

scam to ho mtiking progresa backwarci in titeir
trada potiotes. TIhis lu Vary duacauraglng ta
thoso Iaboring for an clilhtened trada policy,
cspecially in Great l3ritain, ai the protectivo
policies of several counttics, hont especialty
hcavy on Britain. Theo United Kingdom ham
an imumense foreigo trado, bath expert andi im*-
part, andi soa of tho couritis from whlch
(;reat Britain importe moat largely, arc fora.
iittest in placing ettormous duties upon British
gootis. Thus ig tha fiscal ycar 1889, the lateet
ana for whicb we hava rotues at band, tho
Uniîtd States soiti $132,981,674 worth of goods
ta Orcat Britain, and only tooin ratura $178,-
269.067 worth. Ir. the st fiftean years there bas
been a annual balance of trade against Great
Britain, in lier dealing8 with the Unitedi Statod,
ai front Si65,316,771 ta $306,641,340. Bu.,
notwibhstanding hier large purchases annually
fram the Unitedi States, the hostile tarif! of that
country la mainly direeteti againast Great
Britain and Canada. At thea saint time the
Unitedi States ls endeavoring to make treaties
with variaus countries, which wvilt give it ad.
vautag-s in the marktls of thasa countries, uat
enjoyeti hy Great llritain and other nations.

la this age of hostile tariffla and diacrimnat-
mttg commercial treaties, there is a great lemp.
tation for even tha atrottgeat frea trade court.
tries ta tata sotne Stops ta protect their inter-

e8te. Soine lime aga Tite ComIattttctAL vtttr-

cd the opinion, that tbis show cf hostile Irada
iegit.lation tîiight le-id to a innvemaut ta en-
courage trade eniong te diifférent divisions of
the Brititth Empire. This ides sea l have
already beau acted upon te sonma calent. The
rccatity publisheti annual report of the London
lEoglanti) Chambar of Commerce, centaine the
lallowing .

"It bas beau decided ta convcna in 1892 the
Cougrea of tho Chambers of Commerce of the
Brittah Emtpire, which held a firat aitting in
1886. Tlhe imutediate reason for htolding thia

2onress ls the desirabitity cf discussing with
duly authorized colonial represenatives what

stops, if Say, eau ba deviscd la tarder te deveinp
the trade relations betiveen the mothcr couatry
andi her colonies andi posessions. Tho action
uf Ecropean States in interfering with the
naturai exchango of Britishn products by meansj
of contaatly increasiitg tarifas and bottaties,
andti he late adoption cf the lMcKinley tarif! by
lthe United States, indicate tho desirsbiiity cf
serions consideration cf tae future industrial
and commnercili relations cf the componient
pait of the Empire. Itle is robable that the
Ceugreas witt ha convcned for A i~l or Mlay,
1892, in order te coincide as aicarly as possible
with the opening cf the Imperiitt lntituta.
Such an arrangcment, tis thoughl, will facil!.
tata the nomination andi attendamca of tialagates
at bath funetions. The programmet for dis cus-

Sion will ha cotin ci when the replias sud sug-

e estions cf tho CoIlonial Chambers shall hava
eau receivati."
The Imuportance cf the annaiucatueut con-

lainad lu thea aboya la vary great, andi tho lui
toeste te ha aff-acted ara vast atnd varied.
lBorain îles ltae chie( ditaulty ta a attecesiful
conclusion cf ltae prepaseti Congresa. The
conmmerceocf the Biritish Empira iu thte greateat
andi tact varict in the wartd. The Empire is
made ut> of counitries in ail parts of the world,
in tattperato. tropical anti frigiti z-)ncs. Atinost
every comutnadlty cf commierce la producetlin
seine part cf tho Empire. If, tharefore, the
trecdotu of traite la ta bo continually iuîerforad
with, andi cotmmerce drivon frein lse natural
chatnaels hy hostile legisiation, it British Emt-
pire la la a position ta withstaud this kinti of
legistation botter than any other country. If
driven ta it, tho Empire couiti livo very largeiy
withiu itscîf

As ta the outcoma ct the preposati congres,
Il is vary bazardons ta ventura au opinion,. but
il may ho salti with confidenca, t'at the resuit
wiII depenti very much upon lte tariff legisis.
lion cf othar nations lu lthe meantime. If the
lendeacy shouiti continua in the direction of
hlgher dutias anti diicrirninatiug treaties bc-
twcen bigb.tariff states, lu la quilo possible that
a commercial union cf semae nature anay ba ati-
viseti holweon the diférent countrias cf the
Empire. On theoether baud, shouldti he pro.
cecticnist wave show signa cf hrcaking, the

chances fcr snob an agreement wouid ha
lessanaed. But aveu und'tr tha grealest iacant-
ives, thare are semae weighty ohstacles la tha
way ta the complation cf a commercial arrange.
nient cavering the Empire, lhough wa wilt net
say Ihal theso are insurmoualahl.t. To show
the illiculties wvhich axial, itla cnly naccssary
ta point ot that amng the salf.governing
divisions cf the Empire, thoa are bath frac
tradte anti slrcngiy prclactiauist countriee. To
raconcila Ihesa anti othar aulagouisîlo interasta,
îviil certainly prove anyling but an easy laid.
Whita a customas union, amonntiug ta camplata
frea Irado halween aIt parts oftIhe Empira,
wnuld ne doubl metee %itl consitierable faver
in Great Brilain, it la net the ideai, which is
looteti for by many cf the ceolais. On the
othar baud, itlas not te ha expacteti that the Brit-
ieh iJeverament witi underlake te impase'tduties
upen produets comiug fiom fcreign couatries,
in favor cf tho colonies, whita the latter main-
tain high tiles upon tho protincta ut British
tactorias. A complote cr.stcma union, by
wbich trade titrottghout the Empira wcntd ba
as trac as baliveau the sates cf the republia te
lte South of us, seetus te ba tho oaiy possible
acharne whicb wouid commenti lisait ta tho
moîhar oountry. Wenidti le colonies abandon
thoir cuminsa tariffts Weuld the British pub.
lic ouhmnil ta a tex on hread andi meat le induce
Canada ta enter the union? or tho Biritish manu-
facturer agrea ta a tax on wcol, ta briug lu
Australia ! Thesa quet las indicate semae eftIhe
monstrous barriers lu the way, which may bc
lait ta thne reatier ta thint over.

Canada, as an agricultural country, produces
a vast quaatity of ouch products as arc largsly
importati mbo tho Unitedi Kingtiomn, anti the
mothar country la our hast custemer, lu
apito cf the high dutics ittpasoti upoti Brillith

goods. A furîher attion cf our trade in
tha same direction, hoth expert aud import,
wouiti certaiuiy ha ta our ativantago. Astie
tram any spaclal agreement, wo htave the
niasus cf encouraging titis trade in aur own
hands, through our customs ta J Wue canant,
howavor, holti out j%ny hope cf the adoption by
Groat Britain of a tariff' of discrimination
againat otiter countries, ln ortiar ta encourage
trada with the D)ominion.

LABOR LE«oISLATION.
About the uiost important problem hefore

thu peopleocf Great l3ritain et the pretent
timo Saurms leta th dis labr question, In tact
il may caslly bc ciaimeti as the moal important
question heforo the people, ai il le the eut
which promises te ho the main issue lu the next
generailccion. Tho govera ment bas appoint.
od a Royai Commission te investigata andi M.t
port tipon the labor question. Il is axpacted
that legialation ivili ba mappeti cul in accord.
Suce with the report cf the commission, andi an
tha strength cf titis the goverament wiil appeat
ta the country. It is avident framn this that
labor questions have been tarceti wett te tho
front lu Great Brilain la recent ycara, and tho

tact that this question is likaly ta bo matie tho
chief issue in the naxl political ceabast, ia a
malter îvhich la worthy cf eareful thought by
ail interested inl the future cf mankind lu
generai.

la connection with the appointaient cf the
Royal Commtission, il will net ho sutipriaing ta
Ieare, that the action of the governameat
bas created consitierab!o miatruat in certain
circleq. From the ulterancas cf publie men,

it fa ovident that omployersansd capitaliste
are nol attogether pleasati with the action cf
the goveraiment. On the other hauti, men
prominant in the commercial litu cf lte nation,
such as Presidant Hill1, cf the Association cf
Chambhers of Commerce, have entiorsed the
goverament.

The report cf the commtission andi the an-
nounicement cf the legislalive measuras ta be
basati theteon, will at any rata ha awaitad with
greal intereat. Thora ara many îvho halti that
lahor questions aitou: 1 ha cntireiy loft ta ragu.
tata themacîlves, anti that tiis is net a lagiti.
mata mattcr for legisîstion. Others go ta quite
the opposito extretna,and thoy wouiti reaulata the
heurs cf labor andi many other conteslcd points
by iagiaiation. Whiio legialation may ne donbt
bc carriati ta extrEe in thir as well as in con-
nection îvith other mattera, 'yct il scems un-
rasonable te say that legislatian siiauld not iu-
tarfoe at ail iih labor questions. Thera ara
undoubtcdiy mnany phases of the labor problattt
which coma ivithir. lte acope cf ieg!iimste logis.
Istive enactmaent.

Shoulti auy radical measures bo hrought forth
as tho result cf the situation in l3ritain, al
attention witt bc îurned in thet direction. The
labor question i3 ana cf the most serious prob.
lemis in every civilizati country ta.tiay, and any
ncw niove in Great Br-tain ivouiti certainly
affect ltae situation lu other countries.

On the point cf tbe heurs cf 14bor, the suer-
tion can bc madeo ltaI tact people work tee
bard. 'Ibis dees net apply ta employeea lu
werkshops anti facturiez alune, if indeati il


