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She clisped bier baude, aud ber pretty eyes fillcd witb somneihing thit for
the Ille af bliit hc could tiot beip thinking vas admiration-vas il admirationi ahm'Oh, how lovely 1 but then yau are very ciever. 1 would give anythinsg
to go just for once in my Ilile to au lutellectuai place like that.

' l'il talle you sorne day-if you lîke.' 1-le sald the last yards alimost
lu a whisper. ' There is a ladies' night once a peur, sud thcy are klud
cnough Io serra me au invitation.'

' Oh.' and shle blusbed. She coula mot heip it, for she kucw that bier
steprnotber vas dying ta get bier marrled, and every day for tht last week
the nierits of the man before her bila been set forth. Sbe liked hlm too,
lie vas so sulent and kiud, sn learned and geulle ; elle was fnclined t0 think
titat ta marry blrn vould beia beautiful and digoificid fate, sud that slle could
be very content iudeed. Pcrbaps she was In love vwlth birn. She bad no
experience and could not be sure; but elle vas sophistlcateil enough ta feci

îthat theie rnight be a certain significauce iu bis rernsrk.
He siv the blush and woudered. Hie liked bier, hie hall thougbt of bier

constantly since the night of tht Haikin Street dance. Hthad aiso thougbt
of rnattimony, but there wvas a certain hesitation In bis naturc. Moreover,
il vas ridiculous, but bie vas horribly afrald of lier. ŽNineteen and à hail,
a sveet flushed face, blue eye and brown hair, a little gray drese and gala

* banlgies, a alita valet and a bUnCli Of boneysuckle tucked ino ber belt, andI
lie vas more dieconcertcd than hie vouid have been by a wboie court fllt o!
the Blritish public and a judge and jury; or by an electon mob, and tht
t act that hie bimetif vas on the hustings.

It vas nogond, he culd natget on 'ith vomen. Let it besaid at once
that bie liad neyer trled. lIe had once made love sa a higbly piatouic mari-
uer to a marricd vcman, or ralber, hie hall subrnitted while she made love
ta him. It hall bored him. Ht had, a littie later, entered upon a risther
aninsated correspondence wlth tht charrning widov of a certain cloquent
udvocate of the franchise, and lie had becu etruck witb tht cleverness of bier
letters. On ont occasion hie made up a patty for lier, aud a dinner at Ricli-
moud. There was a drive by moonliglit borne f rom that expeditiont and hc
had sat !ookiug extremeiy poetic and satIsfled, vhile hie vas thinkîng that
hie woutd neyer do anytbing sa tiresorne again, and that as sona as hie vws
safe in bis study lie wouid bave a whisky-and-soda, and Yead a Maupassant
sîary ta pick himseif up. Quiet men, without à spice of the dcvilin theru,
so olten deiight ini Guy de Maupassant. Ht le a compensation to tbern.
So many thinga are just 1hs1 and uothing more.

Ht looked lit tht biush hall puzzled; theu, aimat without knowiug it,
put bis band dowu on bers as elhe arrangea ber honeysuckie.

«'I was tbinklug yesterday,' hoe said, ' that I saw you at tht Academy
vlev a ycar aga!'

1 1 don't rernember, she ansvered.
This was mot encnursgiug, and be turned away. lie waiked home

acrosi the p;rk6 thinkiog ci hcr ail the tinie. Ho was convinced that she
vas loneiy. She neyer seemed to, have frieuds of bier owo age ; bc hall an
idez that ber siepmother wouid bave objected ta threur. She was s ciever
girl, too, sud uot a bit strong-mnded. Ht bad been struck by ber reading
aud ber lougioge. She bild toid Mi ahe wanted to travel-louged for it
more thant aupîbiog elsc in the world ; but shle oa neyer been out ai Eug-
land. It wouid bce excellent fun, he thought ta take ber everywhere, and
ta show hcr places for tht firet time. By Jove 1 'whsî wonderful tbiogs firsi
times were ! There vas nothing in tht vorld lik e thems ; the worst of them
vas thaï; they neyer came Ivice.

Ht stopped at bis ovu door. There vas a hausoirn before If, aud whilt
lie was fornbiing for bis Iatcb-kcy a youug man appetred.

1 You've just tumcd up in tht nick of time,' lie sald ta Mfr. Halstead.
« I have uat a iliver coin la my pockcî. Lend me ten shillings, aid chap.'

' There you are,' TMr. Hlaltesd sala, letsureiy pulliog out some change.
«Thauk yan I 'us going t0 dîne eariy at tht Ivea'. They have a dance

aflervards, by tht way. Good-bye. I've borroved a litcb.key. Set you
in the morning at breakfast,' and lie drove off.

Mr. Haistea' lo~oked alter MIt rcfiectively, and thon vent luta the'
bouse.

A slervant was arranigiug tht sideboard iu tht diniug-room.
1 Hicks, did bli. Merredzy say bow long bie was going I ta sy?
«End of next week, sîr,' tht mani aniswcred, 1 'ien bes goiug dowu ta

Somersetshire.'
É Wé must d.) that river party soon, then,' Mr. Ilalstead thought. « le

wiii anake It liveiy.'

CIIA]TER IL.

Mrs. Percy Ives iived in Hans Plac*, and vas weil known to that sec-
tion of sncicty that lilkes eujoying itself, and shakes ils heud at too much
seriousuressi ini any foras. She wus briglit and clever in a social sense, and
mnt in tht icasi intellectual, for which hier huabiad as devoutly th3ukfui.
Tht world vas a plcaaist place to bier, and the tticd ta make: other people
think it onr. She especialiy took an interest lu their sentimental affaira,
which she knew mort about thbm tbey dia tbemselves, prabably because
,%he gcneraliy miscaged to take a £lter vlcv of theus. WVoxen linsted bier,
whidi vas rematkable, and men liked ber. As a rule tht latter fell in love
vben tbey filet knev bier ; but vheu l hey realiztd that-thoabc lh istened
ta them vih ri charming expression on ber vel-bred face, sighed at pre-
ciscly the ziglit rsomeut, and bad even gant so fat as Ina show lier band ta'
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KELLY &~LAEt

bo lield five consecutive xiuts-ahe never weut any farther, and, more-
over, trcatured up evezylbisg they said ta regale ber husbaod on aftorwards,
they drew bock. Thty thougb. hier most sensible and charrnlug, but they

clid mot cate ta proid !amtust ment a troie. Very young men wert oiten
.quite desperate about ber for a (ortulght, and w~heu, on lier own advice, &she
was replaced by sornebody else, they invariably told hier ail about It, aud if
they ruarried askcd leave Io bring their wives ta 'sec her. Her husbsnd
adored bier, and as the h id not tht least objection to bis i:ting with other
wornen, why hc only did il oce isionally, and (ound that il helped to strengtbea
bis conviction that hîs own vife was nicer thin any otlher rn's. He vis
mot hsndsorne, but he vas impressive lu bis way, big, tall and fat, slow of
movernt, and, like Mr. Halsîead, rallier scanty of speech. Ilis wife
called him a dear, sweet beloved boy when shle was pleased vith hilm.
Tht dear, sweet, beloved boy was three-and-tbirty, but thst vas a detail.
Ht was secretly traublod at bie Increasing fatuess, but the adroitly assured
hissa that she liked il, "lfor you arc a good old darling,"' lite ezplained, "lsad
the more raorn gond thlogi take up in the world the b.-tter. I hape you
will grow big, and big, and bigger, till the othtr people are afraid of f alling
over the edge." He hoprd htc wotidn't hîtuseif, but hie did't say so, for
hie made a point of neyer disterbing bier ambitions if he could help it.

1 Ilow Is blerreday getting on ?' het asked as thcy waited for dinuer on
the eveulng of tbn;r dane. 1 1 amn sorry I missedl hitu thla morning.'

'HRes as cbaukning as ever, sud as gteat a dernon.'
'low d) yau know that?'
'Lt is evident the mo)ment he speiks-it la in bis eyes. ]I* l8 a stringe

boy. No bumsn being ever knows what hie wili do aext, least of all dota
hoe know biruseif.

le hie devotzd ta you istill Il
'D.epiy, of course.'
S.nsibic man,' sighed Mr. Ivea. 1 Is hte a3 enviou3 as ever of L-ut-

ence Illhtcad 1'
' Quite. It's odd, bat he aiways seemi ta vaut everything that is bisi.

IyjU is atili indignant w.th the uncle who ieft hlm five thousind panais somz
titile ago, and Mr. lUalstead twenty.'

' There's a difftrence, of co)ure. When are we golog ta dine?
' Dreculy. We arc only waiting for hies.'

d'I wish 1-t'd carne, tbea. OS, here ht l. loy do yon da,M3r.l rre-
da1 Glad to sec you bick again. Tue wife's bren pling for yon s usual.

le that magnlficent- biuquet for me?'

tTo bc Coniniuei.)


