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IN THE SIIADOW 0F NANTEISAN.
CHAI-TER I.

lu loiiF, hume, Aweet hoinoe; thero' nn place lika honmo."

The simple bailad, sung by a frcsb, girlish voice, rang ibrougli tbe
wood in which the vecaliet wss sittiîrg, and echoed îhrough the rocky gorge
lying nt, ber (et. A lithe, fain.bained rnaiden, ill laughing bnown cyts,
lied cast aside ber canvas and was cleaning bier palette.

IlA qucer sense cf the fauntes cf things you must bave, Edie."
The speaker. iwbo sat on tht sloping tuif a yard or two beleir the

sor'gstrcss, was as like bier as seven-aird-.enty witiu delicale liealtb can bo
luke sevenleen, robust and overllowing wiîh. youtiul energy.

IlF-ancy," lthe eider continued, Il' Home, sweet hume' undei the
shadow cf a Japanese temple. wvihh strange trees hiall bunied in georgeous
clirabers tureunil us, and orie's e> es resting t the sanie lime on a meuirlain
buried in sunw, and on mîyriids o'f trotpical fliveîrs-ratlrer, 1 'lis the clie
of the 1-î*st-'tii the land ut te sun,' brut 1 Itne, sweet home '-ue1 I

Il Ms wild 1' ' the > <'u g gi critd, eptringirîg to lier fect, and stnîking
an rut' itde as sIre conifflttil the quotatiotu-" 'air, wild as lthe acctnts of
lovcrb' farcwvell, are the hearis ihich thty bear, and the tales wluîch they
tell.' Oh !"l in a lune of aunoyance,"I Fdthier Sanyo lias licen listtning to
me m:kking a fcoil of nyseif."

Her face flushed as a tali, dark mran, who had bcen loeki:g athber frori
a Uitile distance, walkcd forward with a smille. H-e wore a tonsure, which,
logether with bis garb, showed him le be a i3uddhist pricst- His age
might be about thirty, bis face, lhough eniaciabcd, iras handsonuc, the cyta
were large and dcep-seî, and tbere iras a grave dignity in his bearicg irhicli
irnmediaîely impressed one.

IlMy litIle foreigri flower," lin said in Japanese in a musical voice,
"1wberever Veu are there is ligbh, and beauty, and harmoay, se far as ibey
can bie had in iis dark would ef sin and discord. WVould you bc pleased,
dear child, te repeat ini my longue those nuelodieus words yuu jrast.
noi-"

litre bis eyes fell on the eider lady, and hc became slightly cmbar-
rassed. He bowcd vcny Iow, and muttering a benediction îviîh ont band
txtended, the smile left bis f4cc, anid hc walked slewly on.

"uGrace, you frigbtcned the poor bonze," whispered E die laughingly.
"I ama the only ont with whom be forgets that bc bas a character toe up.

port for ur.sociability."
I wish Mr. Sanyo would unbend. I arn curieus to knew a mran who,

if rumeur bc trac, is a saint and an admnirable Crichton rolled into onec,
irbe preters the lita cf a benmit 10 that of a butteitly at the Mikado's court,
and satisfics bis ambition by ecaring away evil epirits iwith a gong."

IlIndecd, Grace, bc hand:y deserves your satire. Ht fa really vcry
clever, and you know he resigned a very ]tigh cffice for a religieus lite, se
that be must bc conscientieus."

"lNeyer mind my tsaiire, love. 1 amn only jealous that Father Sanyo
refuses te amile crn me. Nieanwhile, the suni bas disappeared, and ire had
better be geing."

The majestic, snow-cappctl figure cf Nanteisan looked demn upon tF.m,
ils rugged cutlines scftaned by tht gaîhering twiliglit. A subdued sound et
troubled waters asccn2ded throuigb the mist wbicti vcilcd the btd cf the
ravine ; the twittcr cf birds came front tht branches cf tht lofty cryptorn-
crias cverbead as the girls walkcd silenîly hind-ic-band down tht siope
towards thein bouse. They reachcd tht roadway, rrnd the youngcr pauscd
for amomnent beside alittie ccrretery. Onlymnalefactors vnc burîedtiîtrc,
but the graves irere ail neat, tht grass cioeiy shaven, anrd tresh floirs
nestd in bamrboo trourghs fie!d with water.

Suddcnly the dcep boom of a gong, slow and mncasurcd, came threugb
.hc quiet cvening, its sound repeaîed by evcry rock.

-Poor Faîher Sanye! "usiglied Edic. lu If te take care cf iheir gràvcs
and te inlene prayers for their szuls couid do the dcad axuy good, hc weuld
deserve wcl o et hcsc criminals. Oh, run, Grace; thece is papa iraiîing for
us."

Tht lifc cf thc tire girls was an unevenîful ont in titis crîî-of-thc-way
nlourntainous district cf Japan, day succccdint. day wçithout making
any change in thecir round cf occupations. Their rnmhcr luad been
dead for soine years, and t1ieir falhtr, Dr. Becvan, irbo iraq a m.-dical mis-
roruay, spent a large part of bis timc out cf door.3, travelling frein viilage

te village, sometrnuts being away for a wcck tcgcthcr.
EVen rbeur ai homne hc had littie repose, for peoplt who ncvcr attended

bis religious services gladly nvailcd liscmsclves ef hic nredîcal ski!), anq. a
it c roimd cagcr for Eurolican niedicine iras aiways te bc found ouid

tht mission sungcry avwauirrg bis rcturn.
Sinice Mrs. Iievan's death Graca bad bc-ca bier fathcr's liousekecpcr and

general assistant, a position wbicb lcft ber litIle leisurc. When Iter bouse-
woik was dent ibere went visite te 1,c 1îaid, 2ns le bc distributed, and thia
manifold dut-es cf a Lady I3euntiful te bc 1perforrried.

Ediîb iras tht only comparaîively idle niemiber cf tht family. Left an
orphan canly, liecr failier and sisier would neyer regard lier as other ihan
a cbild, and îbougb shc iras noir a full htad taller %han G race, and bccorn.
in& day by day more ivoraniy, tc dellusion iras continued. The garden
was ber charge, and she kcpt tht vasc.i fillcd ivith flowers ; but îvhcn tbis
îask was finisahcd Grace would, in inotlherly fasîtion. scnd ber oui mth an
admonition te have a good walk and bring back satire Ircsh roses on ber
checks. Edie did net likc passing through the village, with ius slaiîernly
women and diry, naked chidren, ils dogs and cespools, 3o slic usually
teck a path Icading tram tht back of tha lieuse Ie wooded hisi, which
aflordcd delightful vicwa4 and almost coînplcec solitude.

One day she was entering the ternpl.- grounds when, as elhe crossed the
stile, a gr-up of urchios on the road pelted her with earth and besprinkled
hi-r pientifully with abusive epilliets. Sha turncd towards thcmi with
biazing checks, but was able to do nothing, and she would cettainly have
hiad the worst of the encounter had net aid corne. A taîl, dark prieet
auddenly etood beside her, springing from sha koew flot where, and as soon
as the boys saw him their faces indicatad the most abject terror, and, tak-
ing to their heels, they did net look back once before thcy dived inte iheir
respective linvels. It was thus iliat Edie raide Sanyo's scquaintauct.
Mysterious rumeurs of bis terrible p3wera filcdi the neighborhood. No
one beyond bis single male attendant knew anything of bis mode of life,
and no one dared te enquire. Edie was flittered by bis notice and by the
lact that lie, dietant and almost rcpellent in his manner t, cilhera, was
cordial %vith her. Ilc talked souxetimes on bolany, occasionally lit sug-
gesled an im;'rovemcnt iii asketch, and graluffly shte won from lire and

carried home in triumph the story of his catly lieé, and of hie giviog up
earthly renown for what lie belitvcd tu L- spiritual giory.

'lic gi ls scuse of the roinantic %vas strongly appealed to. Sho the
daugl te 1cf an English clergyman, wa% the confid-inte oi a Japince Bud
dhist priest of noble birth, of wondrous sanctity, and wliose name was a
word of fear for miles around ! Shie uspcîed ne danger. Though not oid
lie was much eider than herseil, and bis profesîion as well as bis habituai
gravity sccmcd te put ail idea cf love out of the question. But thoughi she
b-lieved their acquainlance to be of an ordinary kind the never toid ber
sister how lileasant she found il, and when Grace and Dr. llkvan received
froin hor an acceunt of tbis interview or that, the enly idea that arose in
tieir minds was cf a misanthropical man, tired of the world, yet Ion-ing
for socictv, welcoming the babble cf a charming child.a

One afternoon Edith look lier skeîcbing xnaierials ho a favourite seat
near the temple. At that heur the place iras usuaily deserted ; those who
camne te worship, or to receive charis or medicines from the bermait
through a grated door, doing s0 ah an carlicr hour. But to-day tbere was
a littia crowd sqi.aîted smoking on the balcony. patiently waiting, and
occasionally speaking in *awe-struck wbispers. Seen afiar the girl had
csîablisbed h-!rseif on the turf scat, one cf the men, after sonie debate,
pulled the bambou raie which served as knecker. Afier a littie delay an
old weazened man came eut.

IlGo away," he zaid angrily. IlThe holy man is at bis devotions, and 1
ama net going te disturb himn for catte like you. Shorflt your pzrsistency
annoy him, woe upon yen and your belengings. Ga away 1l

Defore he could wave bis band a second lime the crowd had melted
away.

Editb wendered wbat had caused ibis change in Sanyo's usualiy
methodicai habits. It could hardly be that he was ill, for Grace had
reniarked te lier that bis bell aeunded with even more than ordinary fie.
qucncy that merning. Still, shte bad flot seen hirn for îwo or three days.
She laid dewn ber work and sat looking absently at the littie temple. In
a palisaded space behind fewls and pigeons roamed, and were regarded
slecpiiy by a pair cf wbite storks. ln the building itself there was ne
sigri cf life. The front was closed up, and through a sidc deer, generally
used only by the priest or bis attendant, was pushcd back a litile in ils
groe, ne sound came through.

Suddcnly a drap of ramn (cil on ber band, and looking round sitesaw a
buge dark cleud envcloping Nanîcisan and advancing rapidly towards ber.
The poultry bad already dîvined the approach of a storin, and bzd run
int shclier, lthe storks fcllowing ai a more statcly pace. Thinking that tbe
rain would soen pass, Editb leok refuge on the picluresquc little balcony,
wbîch was quite pretccîcd by the deep eves c! the temple. She bail
hardiy arrivcd there Mien a deep groan reached ber Another, and more
sepulchral, drovc the b!eed (rom ber checks, and fearing lest Sanyo should
bc seriously iii, sbc solîly opened the door and peered inside.

A sinall liait coecd vwihh nias lay bcfore hcr, ontirely destilute cf
furr.iture, exccpt i the farther end, wbcrc the altars wcrc. Tht decora.
tiens of tire placo ivere splcndid. Gold shone on the ceiliug, which iras
covcrcd witb geametrical designs, on the dragons and mythoîngical figures
%rhich adorncd the duil paper cf the partitions, and on the statues which
stood iii niches around thc hall. Threugh a cioud cf incanse Elith sair
,lice alOtars, lit by !silvor laxnps, ccivercd iib vases cf floxcrs, and sur.
mounicd by a bronzt statue cf ' uddha.

Witbin die citanccl rails, ai the foot cf tbc allars, there was a prostratu
figure. As Eiîh lookcd it moired, and tire outsîreiched hran.ls beat the
ground vio!cnîly, and ain aigonised veice cricd :

luHave mtrcy, oh, Lord fluddha ! Mani is weaik. Like the fùjwcrs ha
p2ssrs away and dies ; hc is as flzeîing as tht lightning's flash, as cvanesc-
cnt as the morming's dcw, and bis wil bows before temptatien as the grass
bends btneatb the breec. Buddha ! ]luddha! pardon yeur miserable
scrvant, wbo is cnslaved by au eartly love for one of another country and a
falso failli. Oh, tear the svcakntss fromn bis heatt, an~d bting him, bick
whole te your fcci."

Tht solemnity of tht scene and the anguished lents causcd Edie le
utter an involuntary sob; bcaring wihich thc devoîce sprang ta~ bis (ccl and
lookcd round.

I iras Sanyo, bis ghasîly face sîaincd ith tcata, forniing a sirange con-
trast te lus silkcn vcsime.nîs cf b!ue and crimson, ail gorgeous iji goid
cmtrroidery.

Ulion seoing the girl he staggcred against tht rails, thcn turning bis face
iewards thc prcsiding idol, bis lips mered for soinc scconds.

Edith féit hotsel suffocating. Therc was not, a bteaia of wind train
outsidc to ligiten the inccnsc.lae aîmesphec, and the vicir cf Sinyoa
heirt which luis wrnds gave ber made ber brain throb painfuily.

A mâit rose bafore ber cycs, and fceling tbat she sbould fai witholat


