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HOME AND FARM.

"This department of The CRITIC {a dovoted exclusively to the intereats of the Farmers
isthe Maritime Provinces. Contributions upon Agricultural topics. or that in any way
relste to Farm lfe, are cordially invited.  Nowsy notes of Farmers® gatherings or
Gravge meetings will be Pmmptly fnserted.  Tarmers’ wives and daughtera should muke
;hﬁemmm‘nt in ‘I'ne Cutrie a medinn for the exchangs of ideas on sl awatters ns
more directly affect thewm,

erorT o8 AoniciLyurk.~Tha report of tha Secretary for Agriculture
wotains many fucts which urs interesting nol only to agriculturists, but to
those Nova Scotiaus who take a pride in the development of our pruvines,
in which agriculture must ever take a foremost plice. According to the
wpott, thore are now 91 distinctive agricultural socirties in opetation in
Nova Scotin, 3 new societina having hoen formed during the past year
Theso socicties have a mombership of 4.532 persons, the aunusl subserip-
tions amount to £5.344.40, and thy total amount granted by the Provincinl
Government was £6,6563 50, muking the totsl receipts from all sources 811,997,

Soctsries.—Tho report contains a tabulated statement of the standing of
the agriculturnl socinties for the past 23 years. By this it appears that ju
1864 thete were 37 societies with 1,744 members, ahowing that there are
ai the present time more than duuble as many sucicties in active operation,
the proportionate member-hip being about one-third greater for ouch society
than for the first named period.

Reronts.—From tho reports of the soveral societics we gathor that a
large sum of noney has beon expended in tho purchase of thoroughbred
stock, a smallor smount in the purchase of seed grain, and a smmll sum for
tke purchase of agricultural books, periodicals aud uewspapers. From =
Jist of the officers which is published, it is quite evident that many of our
wost intelligunt and active farmers are doing their best to promote, through
thesn sucieties, the ngricultural intwrests of the provinee.

ExmpitioNs,.—During tho year 1886 ten exhibitious were hold in nine
counties, two huving becn held in the County of Shelburne. The prize
lists ofthese were us follows : Antigonish, 1,124 ; Digby, 3281; Guysbor-
ough, #500 ; Halifax, 8600 ; Inverness, $700 ; Luneuburg, 31,141 ; Queens,
327 ; Shelburne, 8240 ; Y.rmouth, 31,040,

Boxuses. —The guvernment pays a hopus of ten per cent on the first cost
of all thoroughbred hurses, rheep snd Holstein and Hereford cattle.  Under
the provision of this act, $742 werv exponded during 1886, The importa.
tions being us follows :—

Original cost,
J. C. Mahon for Holstein bull “ De Prine” and five Holstein
BEIMOBLcaiaeeeaeiinniients teseenee serieinennne ceoeseeses  sssssessens 83030 00
T R. Black for Hereford bull “Ledbury,” und two Heroford heifers 761 00
M. A. Logan, et al., Porcheron hotse, ** Gold Spray™..ccec. ceveeees 2000 00
Geurge Ruffee, Parcheron horse, ¢ Duke de Charteris” ...ccievveeees 800 Qu
X. H Meagher, Holstein bull, * Karel,” snd two Holstein heifers 750 00
N, H. Meagher, three Shropshire down ewes..cevciiseacsiiereeeneeee 84 00
§7425 00
WeargeER AND Crors.--The spring of 1886 was one of the most favor-
i sblethat has been known in Nova Scotia for mauy years. Ploughing in
" wapy sections commenced carly in April, and the weather being dry and
warm afforded an excellent opportunity for seeding. The rainy weather in
May and June wus a great drawback to thoso farmers who had not taken
sivantage of the early seasou. Thoe mins heing cold, the crops made but
litle progress ; indeed, in some localities they were washed out by the
fteshets. The summer drought was somowhat prolonged, but it was
followed by copious showers and wagnificent antumu weather. The potato
barvest, which generally averages about 8 millions of Lushels, was last vear
under tho average, saving iu the Counties of Kings and Annapolis, whero
the returns show a good yield. Graiu growing is not increasing in favor
imoug the farmers, last season’s uperations show that tho yicld in oats,
sheat and barley, was quite up to the average, although the grain was small
ad the straw shurt. About 2 millions of oats are annuatly raised in the
province.  In the hay crops, Lunenburg aud Yarmouth report an over
average. Shelburne and Eastern Hlifax an average, and tho rest of the
province from 10 to 25 per cent below the average yicld. About 600,000
kas of hay are snnually cut and housed in Nova Scotis. Tho apple crop
wa 2t least 20 per cent greator than that of any previous year. In
Aunspolis and Kings Counties groater attention is being paid to fruit
taktare, while in other countics voung urchards have been set out. Among
the most naleable apples grown are the Baldwin, Nurthern Spy, Graven.
Aein, Noupareil, Rhode Island, Greoning, Pippin and Golden Russet.

Maxvrise Fruir TREes.—On a great wany gontlemen's places I find
b gardeners are in the habit every fall of putling stable manure around
lbe youug fruit trees. This is a great wistake as it brings to the stem of the
e all kinds of worms, which in the course of the winter will eat into the
#eoand kill it. If the trees aro plant~d 1n tho fall or spring, thoy should
uve s little covering over the tops of the roots, say a little hay or siraw,
®d after the first year no more, and fruit growers will find the tree will be
wre healthy and strong. We do not tind the nurserymen covering up the
'oudg trees overy year.—1V, C. Morton, Del.

. PrastinG Strawnerry Bxps.—Now that the scaron for making vlanta-
98 of strawberrics has urrived, a considerstion of tho best wethods of
tducing good results with this fruit may pot be amiss .
The most important point when the planting is done in the spring, is to
*the plants in early By so dving, probibly nine-teuths of the luss arising
w dry weather can be cbvisted. A strawberry-plant shuuld not be
‘moved after new yootlets begin to form in the spring, or the crowns com-

.

meneo making rapid growth, If the plants are sst early, the roots get a
chance to start befora or as soon as the tops, while if planting is delayed
until the sun becomes powerful and the ground dry and warm, the reault
will not be nearly as good.

Asa rule, the best soil for a strawberry hed is the lowest and dampest
that can bo found, provided it docs not overflow and heave with the frost.
It is uroless to attempt to raigo fine fruit unless an abundant supply of
moistura can bo kapt up. But in selecting n low situation for this crop it
should he remewmberad that immunity from late frost in the spring, when
the plants are in hloom, is a great ndvantage.

For ordinary field culture the rows are made about threo feet apart, and
the plants set twelvo to eighteen inches in tho row, while for garden ctlture
the planta may be set two foot apart esch way. Sometimes, in order to save
plants in field culture, they nre sot threo fet apart, and the spaces betweon
in the vows are filled by “ ranners” during the summar; but us this taethod
is an additional tax on tha strength of tho nlants, it is moro dasirable to set
them at the proper diatances, if time and plants can bo affurded.

‘I'here are two methods of planting commonly practised—that of sotting
tho plants by hand in the furrow, or ground * marked out,” and setting
them with the spade, which requires two persous—one to make an incision
with the spade, and oune to place tho plunt therein, the space heing closed
by the pressure of the foot. For the second method, good strong plants,
with long roots well straightened out, givo tho best satisfaction, as thoy aro
easiest to plant and most likely to live. A plant should never be sot too
ahallow, as it is almost impossible to keep the soil up around the crown, and
havo it do well. A plant set tco deep can have the soil romoved from it,
but one set too shallow is continually being washed out. Strong youny
plants aro best for new beds.

If plants are sot early, the heds will probably get sufficiently weedy to
need hoeing and cultivating early. Until the plants become well estab-
lished, the be«t tools for cultiv. ting are a fino-toothed harrow fur the space
between tho rows, and a common hoe for working around the plaunts. It
the soil is inclined to raise a crop of sorrel instead of strawberries, the weed
should be yomoved * root and bLranch” early in the ssason. No weed is
nearly =0 injurious to a strawberry hed as this, as it lives over from year to
vear, and, after the second season, it will almost overrun the bed if not
checked on the stut. Mulch of some kiad, such as salt hay, straw, 1
forest-leaves, is one of the most valuable aids in keeping-the soil clear of
weo 1e, 88 wall as in protecties the soil from oxtremo drought, and keeping
the fruit clean. [t is impuyssible to raiss extra fine fruit without a good
covering of mulch.

It seems ressouable to suppose, considering tho composition of the
strawkerry, that it does not require 4 great deal of fertilizor ; but this is a
mistake. It docs exhauat a great deal from the soil.  In proot of thisit will
be found that the sod of an old strawhorry-patch is not worth much for a
succeeding crop unless it is ro-enriched. Some of the best fertilizers for
strawberries aro well rotted mnure, finely-ground bone, and potash. Good
muck, either composted with these, or used plain, is also a good fertilizar,

There is nothing that conduces more strongly to tho health and vitality
of a strawherry bed than thorough cultivation during the summer, With
this the soil retains moisture better, aud tends to the production of  run-
ners,” which would bo otherwise slow in forming.—C. A. Maclean, of
Ocean Counly, N, J., in Examiner,

How 10 Raise Lots o' Tatens 18 Day Seasox.——One summor, soveral
years ago, we tried the following experiment with a small patch of potatees
that were suffering from protracted drouth. We procured a piece of acant.
ling about 2 or 21 inches square and G feot long, sharpeued ono end of it in
the form of an elongated cone, about 12 to 15 inch+s in length. Then we
took that spike to the patch, and pressing it down deep as we could, con-
veniently, in the centro of each hill, we reamed it out, so to speak, by
working the upper end of the poiuted wood-hand-spike, round aud round,
until we made a funncl shaped hole in the centre of the hill, large emough
to contain about one-half gallon of water. Each ovening while the drouth
lasted we filled the holes 1n tho centro of the hills with water.

The rosult at digging time much more than cowpeusated us for all our
time and trouble, for in each aud every hiil we found a perfect nest of large
potatoes lying all around the funuel-shaped hole, almost as nicely arranged
as beads upon a uecklace. We counted several hills, and they numbered
from 25 to 30, and “ nary a leetle one” among them,

_ My rocollection is that this uxperiment was tried in the summer of 1881,
which was tho driest summer that we have liad in the last quarter of a
contury.—Indiana Farmer.

(irase, where crops will not grow, must be inferior, and poor pasture is
undoubtedly unprofitsble, But aurely good pssture wonld pey.. If animals
csn {ill themeelves in an hour, insterd of in a day, as is usual, surely there
is much advantage.

ADVICE 10 MOTHERS.—Are You distutbed at night and broken of yaue rest Ly a alck,
child suffering and crying with pain of Cutting Teeth? If 5o send at once and get &

of ** Mrs. Wiuslow's Soothing Syrup,™ for Children Teething. Its value is inocalculable

It will relieve the poor little suffercr immediately, Depend upon it, mothe u; there is no
mi-take about it It cures Dynentery and Diarrheea, 1ates the Stomwch and Bowels,
cures Wind Colic, softane the Gums, reduces Inflammation, and gives tone aud energy to
the whale aysters. ** Mrs. Winslow's Sonthing Syrup® for children teething i« plovant to
the tarte and is the presctiption of oue of the oldest and best female phyvicians and nuriee
in the United States, and is for sale by all drugglats throughbout the world, Pclos twanty.
Sve centa a hottle. He sure and ask for ¢ Mrs Winarow's Sourding 3yxur,” and take

no other kind,

A CARD
To all who are ruffering froin the ermrs and judiscretions of youth, nervous weaknees,
early decay, losa of manhoad, etc., I willsend a recipe that will cure you, FREE OF
CHARGE. This great ume«fy was discovered hy a missjonary in South America. Send

a self-addressed envelope to the Rxv. Joazrnt T. Ixxuax, Sation D, New York City,
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