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UNBEASONABLENESS 0F UNBELIEF.

Lecturo by Itov, Faihor Druaîmond sut Si. Mary.s Catiiedral, fltiti.-
Mhon.

Tin anneucmneit et tise lecture by 11ev. Fatiser Drui
moud, S. J., et Winnipeg, on -"Tia Unreesossablenes et
Ulibelif"- Wvae ufficient te erowd tise cîsurcli te overlowmmg.
At 20 minutes bofore tise lieur fer censmeneing tise service
thsere wvae ecarcely a seat to be lied ini tihe body ofet Uictes
sud et 7 o'clool< tise aisies, choir loft and overy bit et stand-
ing roos ns occupied. lit ant oloquont and tisosghstfui
addresa ef loue lueur aud fiton minuutes' duretieus the rev-
crettd gentlemsan went closely iste tie question lie lied ii
lisand. Vollowviig is a synopsis et hie remsarks :

My deat friensîd, your preseuce liere ini suds large nusubers
ie euflicieîst gierantee thiat you coîssidor tie suibject cite et
importance. I arn going te speak te you on tIse unreasos-
aisioneen ot unboiief, anîd propose deaiing wvstli tise subject
sîpon argumente whici are adinitted b> ail Christiaus. Un-
beliet ie eule et tIse great danîgers et our age, but wo muet
net naginify tie deiiger. WVe Chisitans are accused et gsvmsg
up eur resous for faiLli, and I ami going te show thmat iL us tIse
iiet priviiege eftrenson te do se. TIse are two distinct

classes et usibelievers, thse doginatie and asthsetic. Tise
dogmetic iiibehievers are tisese who seay - Timore se mie Qed,-
and whlo doliglit ini profaniing assd ridieuinîg tise Bible. Tiesa
are tise busîlies et unbeiiot. Tie aetisetic umîbehevers I mauy
calt thse dudes et unbeliet. Tise, are tise muet fasionabla of
uisbeliovers, isowever. But classes are, te use tise words et
Mattliew Arunold, ais acatisetie unbeievor, -"Devoîd of sweet
resssomîabloxsess." Tie doginatie cliss imsciîs<ie suds mess as
Voitaire, %vise spent tisir lives ini Lryisîg te inako peoplo bo-
lieve List tisera je ie Ged. This clase mssay sesuietsusos
gailier great crewde by tise ioud talk et publie mueetings wlsere
sucls mess as Bob Inigersoli -peak, but tlsey are ieL uuel te
bo fearcd, for tlseir rcensig je miet goed. Tise tise se tise
clees wisich is aiways quostiosîing suda criticizsig Providenîce.
Que0 et thie ohese, it is rehated, faIt drewsy and( lay dowmî be-
iseatîs ais eak tree, wisero lia reasossed te bînisoîf, Wlsy did
Ged p ut Lisat littIe acorn oms tise great oak, ansd timat great
punspkis omn tIse elerder visse?2 If 1 lied mosde tiscîi 1 would
hava put tihe great pusîpii an tise great trecanmud tise littie
acerse on the glonîder visse." Havmusg tîs roasossed lia foul
asieep, but an acorsi fell frem tise troe ansd strtick isus om tise
nese. NIe awoke sud n'as comnpoloed te say, - Atter ail Ged
did kuow ; wvhoro nouid I have becs if Re lied put tise punîp-
kin sîpem tIse troca?" Qed tîs used tise littie acersi te Loacîs
tie usîbeliever, and Rie couid, if Ho chose, brimîg speedy vois.
geamice upoîs ail biespiesiir and unhseiievcrs, but Ha (lacs miet
need te. Tisera is more difference betwcen tise greateet
gamiius thit ever iived ana Qed tisa tise saine goulus and a
csiniums worsîî et tihe cartis. Yat tIse greatest geouus dmd nlOt

msced te crtials theu worm te shsow Isis power. Besmmg almsîsglsty
anid eterîsai, G-.d on n'ait, for bots time tssait assd tise werss
muet diEu, huit God cati noever die. Foiv mosn ow.a-deys pay
susscli attention tu tise dogmatie oless, but n ha bst clss
say, ",Tsera je mie Qed," Il Thora le ne preof .4f a God,"
I wolsld sîsk lien tlsey ksiow. Have tlsey visitod ahi places,
tIse suit, tie useesi, tise stars 2 If net tlsey cansiot assert
dogunaticeiiy thsat thsera se nie Qed, fer thoy do net kulon tiset
tise feetstepe et Goa nay be seen in soisa distanit star. INy
snost important dealine to.msiglst, lsowever, wiii bo witis tise
üestisatic ciase, te n'hsel cliss hohomg thse mues whlo liave
studios ail tise "* ologios - sud thsorefore say, - Tiera us
mie Ged, becauso they do net kusow o.ýe. Tisoy cali ticin-
salves agnustics -an appropriate naine, fur tise word mnen
in tise (ireek kusown'otising. QUiers amnang tise aostlictsc
clese oeil thomunsoives pesitivss. They say thsay do uset bc-
have aziytiisg timat they cannet sec, lientr, sineli, teste or
toeds. Wlisou cenfrentedl thse, wiii admit Lhey cannot sce,
iert, enjeu, teste or toucli tisair ewmî bris, buit tboy say

thsey kuon' Liey hiave brame,. beenusc their braile produce in-.
telligenît tîsougis. Tiieï thon are comnpelied te reason. Miy
quarrel wvith tise positiviste is tiset tisoy menca te de a great
coal for tise good et Usie universel and thiey say - Chrietiassity

did a gre*st deai et gcod ini its day, but ste tisa je past snd
n' asve a greater thing te do." Tisa advaxscement et thse
race, tlsey eay, n'ill. go on umtil ail tise race is happy-. They

cii tpon mon to donxy tîsoînsclves for theo salie of posterity.
I would like to sc the mean who ivossd dony Isinissef for thse
salie of proinoting the Isappiness of the people wh1î slial livo
8,000)years henico. Suds ai motive will nover influece ca niani
te dIo good. If yen %vent a man to do soînetlîing benefielal
you muet promise Iiiisutie roward-not for posterity, but
for Iiisuself. Ciîrisiianity says, do what is riglit and yeni
wvili haeo ant unfeding and eternel crown. Millions upon
millions have feund tîset motive suflicient. Thiere is lno such
motive in unbelief. Of the agnesties of the present day tie
leader is Herbert Spencer. Thse mnajority of inankind muet
always bu workers, tiseroforo religion muet bo soînetiîing in-

telligi ble and based upon common seuse. Spencer bases bis
bolie! uposi the theory oi ovolution, wviohl lie defilles in a vay
that cen bo înderstood only by the lonrnied, but whiclî means
thio change ofsonietihing 1- iîohowislh " and"I unteilkaboisteble"
jute, soinething II liowish - and Iltalkaboutabe'" Evolution
lins always been adinitted te a certain extent, but ini t'te lest
century the idea grew that one speeles ecoula change iute an-
other-that tie oyster could chiango jute a fishi, Vie fleli into
soiuethting oIse aud s0 on tintil tise quadruped was reaehced,
thoen the quadruped coula change into tihe monkey and the
monkoy into e inen. Tise *only elle who lied eny dogree of
success in explaining evolution n'as Darwin, and ail tîsat hie
could -le wvs te say that by careful cressing of pigeons 100
dîflerent varietios- aiweys pigeons-lied beers obtaincd, and
tiiet if varieties could be chsanged wliy not species. I liave
read Darnin's wvrks very carefully, and finti that lie nver
nmade a direct statemioext of siny evointion being possible. He
tises studs ternis as Il It soens elinost probable," Il it seenis
pretty ecear," but lie nover says Ilit is clear " or Il tiserais lie
deubt.' Thos speaker bare gave Darwiu's tlieory ef lsow the
giraffemsay havecame frein tlelherse. W%'hon waas<for proofs
tuie hsnest tlieorist says "Tluera are noue; no muan can be
present et the transformation, as it takes millions of yeers te
accomuplisîs sudsl ant ovelution." ilîey say, lsowever, tisat
tliey have se *-nesy Itints in science tliet tbey think: avolution
nîay bo possible. Even if it wero possible evolutien doos net
dispense witi the mecssity of a creator. Thien evolutionists
and agnostice say thet wve Christians believa tee easiiy.
Tin t is a case ef tie pet cehliiig tiae kettle black, forwe Chris.
tiens have roasonb for eut bellots,,wliilo they have euly guesges
te go upon. Se, with nothimg proven, tisese tisbehievers start
eut te destroy the cîsurcls. Tlîey believe everything that
scientists tell tison, qusite forgetting tîset Ieerued mon malie
great mistakes sometimes, and tliat scientiste change their
nmind eud hsave grave différenices ef opinion. Even Spencer
chîanged biis nîind suflicient te admit anI"imîfinite energy
froim wiih ail thinge procecd." Dear friands, is net this
",infinito energy frein wviich ail things proceed " the Chris.
tien's Qedl? Thon they argus that the humen race je always
in a state et progress and iluprovement. If they mean in
mechanies we wili admit tiet it is, but the Egyptiaus over
4,000 )cears ago lied attained a perfection in moclianies that
canssDt be equailed te day. If they epeek et lîigber deveop-
muent of mind ana nierai cisaracter n'a have net advancea, but
receded, and that is why se many mon take up such idess as
agnosticismn. We bavo niade nie advancesnent in logic since
thie time et Aristotle, 2,100 years age. Thora n'es as clear-
Ileeded and deep tiinkers 200 years ago as thora are non',
,vlhilo ini sorelity, tlue greatest test of human progress, n'a
are lamesîtably in rear. WVe have advaxsced ini reiiways, in
tehepisones, in telegrepis and phenograpis, and we hava aIse
edvanced in murder, tlseft ana fraud. If n'e adopt agnosti-
cisn %ve wouid, end in savagery, becausewne wvould, have no
sense of duty. WVe can have nie sense of dusty unless we bc-
liove ini a liiglier power i'hieh wiil reward us if we do yight
aud punieli wrossg. Duty mane obedience, and obedience
iiplice fienr, love alla n'onder, none ef n'hich entagoniemi
en have. Te have fées: yen muet have an omnpresont
power. Thiore can be ne love for tise universe unlees God's
lîend is in it, lier dees tie nivere afford wommdar unless yen
sc tise lsand et a crater. Yeu sc a wateh and you kunw
tliere muet have beesi a ivatoismaker. You ee the wonders
et the universe, thse suarvels et creatien, smail and great, on
this eatth ; you sea thse stars, thse sun, the nîoom, and you
say it is only reesonable that tisera muet have been a creator
withs influitelmoswledge. Tisere muet have bees a first cause.
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