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NOTES AND COMMENTS,

An attack on the Sabbath by the Alarine Association
has happily been foiled. The Association asked the
Canals Remain  Government to open the  Welland
Closcd on Sundays. (*ynal from midnight to 6 aan. and
from ¢ pam. to midnight on Sundays, urging that the
interests of trailic demanded this convession.  But
the Government has acted in accordanee with the
sentiment of the country, and on the principle that
commercial gain i3 not a sullivient reason for Sunday
labour.  The argutuent fram profit and loss was set
axide by the Court in the Merritton Carbide Case and
now the Dominion Government follows the same rule
The Lord’s Day Alliance haa scored another vietory

Both Dr. Shields of Princeton and Dr. Briggs of New
York have joined the Episcopal Church. Their
Presbyterian Pro- departure from  the  Preshyterian
tessors {a tho church has been felt by many asa
Xplscopal Church. relicf, If we nuty judge from the
Living Church they are not particularly weleome in the
chureh of their chioice. Tn the last fssue it sava - We
admit to a feeling of condderable anxiety over the
addition te the church of a body of men, however
learned and eminent, who follow the lines of s Briggea
andd Shiclds,

Dr. Horton one of the best kuown Congregatioual
Ministers in London, England, has proposed that here-
Tho Dritt ot Eaglish Atter  there  should  be only one
Congrogatiomallsm. (‘ongregational  Church  in the
Metropelis fusteal of the pauy now existing. 1o
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calls attention to the fact that in the New Testament
we never read about the churches in such acity 5 but of
the chureli-- and he thinks the same ought to be the
gise now.  He has like may athers, become sensible of
the inherent weaknesz of the congregational system
ad wishes to move iu the divection of Preshytery

We hail this with satisGietion, not as a triumph of the
svstem, but as 2 means of inereasing the cfficieney of
one of the leading nonconformist hodies in England.
It is beeoming wore and wmore apparent that the future
of Evangelicalism in the fold land ix being hound up
with the nonconformist bodies. ‘The national chureh
ig growing ever more Sacramentarian.,

The Swann Virckananda, who made such a sensation
in Chicago at the Parlinment of Religions and was said
AHindoo Optnton to have boasted g0 londly of the
of Hindutsm. superiority of Hinduism to Christian-
ity—on hisfirstreturn home, seems to have changed his
tone.  In a recent speech published in The /udiaz
Mirror he berates  his  fellow-countrymen in no
measured terms for their inferjority in character and
for the degrading superstitiong to which they have
~urrendered themselves. e charges them with hav-
ing **the most hidesus ceremonies, the maost horribie ;
the most obizeene books that human hands ever wrote
or the human brain ecer eonceived, the most luatial
fortas that ever pasecd under the name of religion.”
This is exaetly what the missionaries have heea telling
us all along. Tt has heen contirmed by their converts,
And now the cune tefimony comes from one ot their
own leaders,  Surely thing« are moving vapidly to the
time whea the whole nation shall be horn as it were in
one day.  As foon as weare orgnized for vietory it
will he ours,

Rev. Byman Abbott attuacted o lage and cultured
aundience at Toronto las, week, His sulgect was
Rov, Dr. Lyman © Evolution in Religion.™ on which
Abbott's Visit.  Li¢ expresaedl his well-hnown views.
It was nothing new nor anespected that he should
have avowed himself 2 radical evolutionist,™ a posi-
tion he remarked he could consistently hold and not
become an infidel . nay, he coneeded that @ man might
be an evolutionist and still be a Christian. The
address was thoughtful and ably expressed and from
the speaker's point of view as successful as such
oratorieal effortz usually are.  Perhaps the most wel-
come parl was the preliminary remarks reapeeting the
community of interests existing hetween Great Britian
and the United States which would ensure co-opera-

tion and goud will in the tuture in the interests of

peaee and humanity.

The papers for the United  Presbyterian Synod, which
met on Monday. were ivsued in advaner,  The mnat
Union of important of'these relates tothe Union
Churches. negotiations, and embaodies the report
of the Joint Committee of the Free and UL . Churches.
The Joint Committee in their report deal with the
questint of Union ubder o heads  Tonoaegand to



