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LETTER FROM CHINA.
Ciaxa Tx Fv Hoxax, Cuixa, May 12th '97

Dxax Ma. MacKar,—Wa have just recsived your statement on
tbe state of the funds. I8 muest be & cause of greas anxiety for all
nn the committes, We fval it keenly out here, Dr. McClure the
Treasurer has sent me word that be thinks thas we will not be
sllowed to build our hoase this year. 1f so we will nos be able fo
start medical work at this station for we are counting on giving up
the buildings we occcupy st present for hospital purposes. We
need the house and are hoping to be able to meet oue half of the
expense of it ourselver. Dr. Menzien bas been ond » year anda
bal{ now and is eager o get at the medical work.

I8 would be a oalamity to curtail our work in China now,
Never waro the prospects 2o bright. The Emperor has sent oul a
decres commanding schools to be eatablished in all the provincial
oapitale. Tho objecs is 0 teach English and the Weesern soiencce.
When such a school is established in Honan we wiil no doabt be
asked %0 supply one or more of the teachers. It we fail to meet
the demand the Jesnits may obtain & moat sigoal advantage. In
¢0 many thiogs the Chinese seem indeed to be waking np from the
sleep of ages. ¥ expeot that a great and effectual door shali be
opened during {.:0 next few yoars in evers provinoce of Chinm. As
it ia now our opportunities for preaching the Gospel in this region
are oaly limited by our time and streogth. 1f our stafl were
increas yd zeveral fold shere wounld s3ill be too muob work for all,

Let n:6 now tell you what some are enduring for Christ’s sake.

A youag man named Li living in a village near by came and
hiad his name recorded as an enquirer. A few weeks afterwards
while ho wao here attending Sabbuth service his mother and elder
brothor camo to our front gate reviliog him. The old mother
cried aud poundod her hoad on the stone steps until we adwvised
him to go bomo with her. Hecontinuis to coms howover and now
thoero are threo other men in the same village who are quito hope-
fol although we bave not yes rooorded their namee.

Another camed Lin living in the city has boldly confcased
Chriet and desiroyed all his housebold gods. Ilis landlord ia
greatly inoonsed and threatens to eject him if ho don't reetore the
gode bns Mr. Lip is immovable.

Still another named Ma. 1o lives 1n the city. 1o has been
ooming for about a year to hear the Gespel. He bas desiroyed the
fawily gode and himsoll and wife and son and dunghter.in-law
believe. 1o is & very poor man. His wife though an invwalid
trics to help a Jistle. She reels 3ilk and makes abont two conta n
day. Whon he bought a Biblo for eight cents 1 was almeat
ashamed to take it. His mother is a devoted idolator acd io her
rage she got hor other son to beau him if ho would not restore the
gods to thoir places. Ho refused and the brother commenoed to
beat him., Ile mave no resistanoce and soon the brother left off
tvosing bim bus got his son dismissed from his sitnation. Mr.
M rejoices that he is worthy to suffer for the Gosgel und con-
tinaos faithful. Scveral of his neighbors are aleo inter ated 8o
that & litdle company of six or eight of them meet each evening to
study the Bible.

A young man namod Wang, a cotton dealer livingin & village
North of ur. was firetjimpressod about three months agn. That
day there werp soveral hundred in the front yard listenir-g to tho
Gospo! when several young men tried to creato a disturbaace. It
scoms that because we wers patient and dido't get an«ry with
them ho weant home sayiog to himsel! that we couldn’t be the bad
people 80 many said we were. Tho result was he came again and
sgain and he seers very real. We have recorded his name as an
ecquirer, Ho offended his pariner becauso be wounld nct water
the cotton coneejuently the partnership has been dissolved. And
now his mother who all along advanced the money to bay the
cotton has taroed him out of the home becauso of his new faith,
Bat he is not the kind to bo easily beaten 1o will Snd some
other means of livelihood. Several others in his villaga arealso
interested.

A Mras. Li from the city bronght several of hos friends to
service Iast Sabbath and told us that sbe bag borped all her gods
on Satorday eveoing. It made us olap our hands for joy. Weo
bad been praying lor her for some months, Sheis an intlaential
woman and can do much good. She aleo told ts that ahe had
taken some of the Gospel booka 10 the Prefects Yamen and gave
them to bis grand-dunghter who can read and now this young gir]
reads them to her moiher and grandmother and other Iadies in
the Yamen. This young gitl along with two othar Indies from
{he Yamon callcd 1o & +the loriga Indies laat woek, (The prefect
is the chie! oflicial of the seven haiea districts of thie Chang To
profocture.
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The two sons of the haisn officlal brought their litile sister here
for sreatment lass week r, M. is treativg her.

At Ta Kusn Ohoang twenty five 1i from the oily where a very
hopefal work has begun a woman burnt all her gods last week.
Bhe was a noted idolator and when the heathen neighbors saw the
fire made of tho gods they exclaimed. Alas, Alas! Bome awful
oalamity will bappen her within tbree days bus the three days
pawsed and no harm came so the faith of many in idolatory is
shaken beoause the gods failed to avenge themselves on such a

noted offender.
Dr. M. and Mias R, are on their way to the coast on & wedding

trip.
Mrs. Goforth and children are in excellent health,
joins me in best wishes.—Yours in the work, J. Gororra,
P.8. Mins Pyke is well and hard at work. She gives prombke
of being & misaionary of the right atamp.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAYOR.

DAILY READINGS.

First Day—** Covet earnestly the best gifts.”—1 Cor. xii. 1.31.
Becond Day—Tho excellence of Christian love.—1 Cor. xiii. 1.13.
Third Day—*' Love thy neighbor as thyself.”—Lev. xix 1 18,
Fourth Day—An example of neighborly love.—Lukox. 25 37,
Filth Day—** Lovo the fulfilling of the Law.”—Rom. xiii. 1.14.
Sixth Day—* Love one another ay I have loved you.”—Jchn

xv. 117,
Pasver Mekrive Toric, Aug. 22.—* Have we the »spirit of

Christ?”"—Rom. viii, 1-18.

Mrs. G.

THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST.

To got tho spirit of Christ is the highest aim in life. This being
gained, it Lringe with it all other joys.

1f wo havo the spirit of Christ wo ahall fear no man, we ahall
hate no man, we shall seek to give ourselves for all men.

The spirit of Christ will prove itself, not by consciousness that
wo have the mind oi Christ, but rather by consciousncas of our own
sinfulucss, and & great, loving longing for Christ aud His right.
cousness,

 CHRIST, WHO STRENGTHENETH ME! "

Paul says, ** I can do all things through Christ, who strength.
eneth me.” Every true Christian echoes the words of Vaul. Hc
feels that when Christ gives him might, he is suflicicat for alt the
trials, burdens, temptations aod duties of life. Drawing his
gpiritual lifc from Cheist, as the brauch reccives tho sap that gives
it vitality from the vine of which it is a part, the Christian believer
foels that he is stronger for all that iv demanded of him. And the
measuro of his strength is jost the mcasure with which Christ
dwella in him. The triumph of Cbhristian living is found when the
child of God is *‘ strengthened with all might according to tho
glorious pawer, unto all patience aud long-suflering with jnyfuluness.”

Paul himself was an illustration of the fact. e had of course
the saame nature and temperament after his conversion as before,
snd yot Paul the Christian mieicnary was a very different man
from Saul of Taraus, the bigoted Pharisee. When he was a
Pharisee he could not have eaid, as ha does in connection with the
words we are now comidering, I know how to bo abased.”
Humility was not in the catalogue of Pharissical virtues. It was
Christ who strengthened him for abasement, suffering, meekness of
spirit, as well aa for abounding labors.,

The same thing will be found true of the Christian martyrs,
Any honest man must admit that they werc atrengthened by a
spitit of Chriat. Look at Crasmer, holding the hand, that in a
moment of weakneza had signed his recantation, outinto the flames,
that as a Stting punishment it might be burned first. Hear brave
old Latimer calling out to his fellow Martyr: « Be of good cheer,
my brother Ridley, for wo this day light a candle ia Eogland,
which by God's grace shall never be put out.”

So also of the men and women that now are bearing tho burden
and hoat of the day. Whence is their strength? Is it in thei
good resolutions? If that is the case, why are not all men strong?
For all mon muke good resolutions. Is it any peculiurity of tem-
perament? No; they do not differ in this respect from others, yct,
to any ono who watches them, it is plain that they are different
{rom what they onoe were, and that they are making steady pro-
gress. Whence comesit? It comes from the fact that they draw
strength {rom Christ. They rest not on human wcakness, but
upon omnipotence.

And there is the only source of true atrength for you. You can
be. sufficient for all things, tho trials, burdens, anxietice, toils, if
living only in Him who endoweth you with the apirit of Christ, whe
strengthened you.




