
~Jf~ C.dNADLOI 1Y1J1~P~ATDRA77.

TIIK

CA1NÂDIAN INDEPENDENT.
TORONTO. TIIUI(SDAY, DECEMIIER z ith, £879.

01L4 RÂCTER DLrILDING.

M EN tu1l charactors very much as thoy
builu hiuunca,-Btoino upon uîtone, tim-

ber upon timber, until the edifice is complote.
But thore .s .&:o respect in which Uthe parallel
very often fails. In bouise building every man
lias bis plan, and alt.hough lio may inake ai.
terations ini t.he original design, as lie pro.
grosue, yct aven the alteratioîis are ail sub-
serveont to thu gendral purpose of V ie edifice.
JBut in the dt-volupinont of charaLeter mon
ofton build bath botter and wese than they
know. They bave no plan. They plan about
busincS, &bout plesavre, about home, and
faniily, and fortune, but about tha.t whiclb ir
of transcendontly grecater mioment to thean
than ail the rcst,-the building up of tise man,
in principle and integrity and lionour,-they
arn passive rather tlian active,-not builders
s0 mucli as buit by the furce of the circurn-
atances and pursuits te which they have given
tlieinselves Up.

The prime d',tcct is often in the foundation.
They begin y rong, by trusting te t'ho shifting
un*d of thea own Il good-heartedneua," instcad
of the solid rock of divine grace, in the renewal
and sanctification of their nature. And net
unfrequently wbieu they le. cxpcct it, that
trusted good nature gives way under the
atrain o 'whichi it la subjected. They think
Vicy stanid, wlien Io! they suddenly MaI, ta
theïr own confusion, and porbaps destruction,
and to the gif of xIl around thora.

Hardly a day Dusse but sonie painful illus. i
trttion of this point ~q furnished us. We openi
aur newspaper in the inorning aliust cipeot.c
ing ta read of sorne now defalcation, or cînhez- '

.-iement, or other rasality by mon in high a
"ocal position,--a batik manager, a Castoxni 1

officer, or the treasurer of somte publie funds. .

Thocy have bult upon a bad foundation, or n
bult PAM-l.ealy, it mnay bc, even uipon a good n
foudation, and t.hcir bouse bans fallen liko a a
bîilding of carde. -he teniptation was sud- m
don, perhaps, and the assault most violent, but d
had thoy been daily building thienselves upa
in t ruth and riý-1iteousnms, ulccording ta divine i
plan, tho tshuck wotuld have been por.erlcs,- n
the catastrophe would have been avoided. e.

Chameter is a thing of careful and patient &
building. It can nover bo properly bult with- t<
out à purposo ovcr before us, anîd a faithful
adlhoronco to the requirements of God's law. a
Every 'rirtuaus act oery kindly word, every is
res ; stance tu temptation, places a new stone mr
upon the foundation already laid. The h~abit w~
iq forniod of dning right, which finally becomes ir
so poecrful as to alinost cusuro the continu- a
sure of the lineofe condikebchosen. MVe know
a gentleman vwho pridos hihnself on tho fact el
that hie bau fot been a minute behind tirue lin
keeping an sppointm3nt for twenty-tlve yosrl tiQ

And it la soniethiug to bo proud of too 1 He
lias buit him soif up ini punctuality. In tho
tisae way otbers have built Up a character fGr
intogrity, for benevolenco, for cbarity,. by thme
careful observance of the 1mw of Christ. While,
on the othtr hand, the opposite results are
becing attainc.1 by constant repetition of acte
of an imtproper kiud.

Obsta ~ Urnii. Lt cuir young mien
guard agai:..st the beginnings of evil, Daniel
purposed lu hi8 heaxt that ho would net trans-
gros.. Let us learn to ho scrupuýpusly jus£
aind honourablo ini &Ri ur transactions in early
life. "*Ho that la unfaithful in that wlîîch is
lesat, launfaithful alsise »ueh.' IlTace caro
of thc conte, and the dollara will look after
theniselves." Build upon tho divine plan, aud
thon character will grew symmetrical, .d
beauLifu, snd strong.

SUARCELY POIN!IED ENOTGH.

IrRE Rev. Dr. R. S. Storrs of Brooklyn
.L preach ed the sermon fer the .Aierican

Missionary Association duriug ifs recont as-
sembly at Chicago. The anticipatory iuterest

was immenme Everyone wielhed te heau the
cloquent doctor. The '< Advaneo' " ad kept
Res readers on tiptoe ef oxpectation for weeks
previeus ta the gathering. The eveningleng-
expected carné. The vaat churcli was crowded
to its fullest capacity. The text à', IlIt la
the Lord'a doing; it is smarvtlIeus in aur
eye&' The theme was s grand ene. The
circumstancee were ispiring. The sermon
was a briliant effort, It was wchoiarly,
tboughtfll, sparkling, lucidly illustratod, and
unple. But there wag eue feature of the ser-
non which-in itz fair criticisn-the '<Ad-

ac"was disappointed in. But lot itspeski
n its own 'words. Here they are: IlThat hoe
[id net niake more account of bis theme-
Vrougbit eut iu bis almoBt niatebless beauty
sud elevation ef stateunont and illustration-as
>earing upo» the aimsand the workr o! the
~ssociation; that, la fact, hoe scarcely recog-t
îîzcd the existence of the Society, and made
io reference te the bistory o! ita work or thme s
cope of its plans, was, it must ho said, foit by e
îany &'a a keen disappoiutinont." If wo un-
*erstand riglîtly tho drift o! this remark, it
mourits to this, that thse sermon while briu- -4
ant was almeast toe general. IL fsiledl ta
take a point which thme audience legitlxnatelyb
xpected it would bave inade. lIs stateinosa t
nd graundeur were unrelioved by a reference
the practical. Ronce thme disappointmeut.
This criticiin of our Chicagoan contenipor-a

ry furnishes a thought ta ail preachers that X

worth turming eèver. It la this: tliat ser-
ions snsy be eenstructed toc, mucin l view of C
bat is gesscra1 aud abstract; and net enougli b
view of Lime practcal sud conerete. Caner-

Iized discourses arise fram soveral sources. t
crnîonizing at college, akeletonizing for thie tc
au, may formn thli Labit. Sanie niens tom- ai'c
,rament leaa them, ta abstract theanes ratIer h
ian prectical one&. Fcar of bking personal ni

I muy lesd te the adoption of a generalizing
style. Àbstract aermons light onnobody in

partculr; hey14ut noody Bu etllan &~
ruie, there are no serons1f se useful. as those
which combine in thoir framework bath the
goneral and the practical. Direcfuesa eani
point muet nover bc sacriflced toa ublime
soaring. Vie at.atelient eagIe that over soared
in the. ether abovo us must ever and aron
alght on sorte crag. Ând'io every sermon,
e>aa' out as it niay iuta the upper air of ideas,
must every now snd thon-to be useful-
touch the earth of practical life. The nermons
of prophet, Saviour, and apostle, ri(borded in
the goodly Word cf Goa abound lu 'what là
practical, special, pointed. And we cannot go
far a8tray lu nur preaching, whon we follow
snob illustrious examples.

OBITI4R Y.
-rut L&?X 14X. ItSLjw MZHUk, Sv., or rirAmae.

Scidom indeed bas a deAîh eccurred ini Granby sa
deeply feit by the whole community and wbich bas
evoked such general sympathy as that of Mr. Miner,
which bappened on Wednesday, Novenîber 591)1. On
Tuesday, the x8îb, Mr. Miner had reached bis
scventy.eighth birthdzy, and as was bis cuitant of late
ycars on such occasions he wrote a few lcers to seat
friends and relatives. Having posted thise letters in,
the forenoon of he next daY, be procteed ta the »ew
Congregational chsarch edifice now in course of
ereciom. It sa bappcned tbat at the time of bis ar-
rival the worbrn were busy removing the scaffi>Iding
froin the lover of the church. It is said that due
warniuj waq given to those standing sea ta be on
their guard, but M. Miner eleber mo burng Uie
varning or net peroiving the danger, wus struck on
the bead and chest by a plece of falling tituber, and
reil prostrate ta Uie ground. He vas imnediatzly
talcen up and carried ta i home. The best inedical
attendance vas prornpty secured, but no hope was
held out of bis recovery. Frein the time b. w&s
struck until bis death be was unable fo speak, althaugh
part of the liane be was conscious, as was inanifest b>r
certain feeble attempts to respond ta the prayer of bis
pastor by bis bcdside. After afew heurs'suffering h.
eentIy breatbed bis lait about six p.ni. of the saine
lay.
'Sf r. P.arlpw Miner was Uic third son of Dr. Alleu

Miner, and was born at St. Armand, P.Q., Niov. i8th,
8oi. He settled in Granby in September j826. At
he time he came Granby was bot a baiet, conlai.
ng a very feu bouses, while the country around, nov
o thiclcly settled and weli cultivat.-d., Pas ta a.large
xtcnt but sparsely populated and densely wooded.

Xf the hardships borne by the early pioncers, Mr.
4iner cheerfully took his share, and sanie of the most
Eotrislinir institutionas of tiais now prosperous place
rere originated by bis indoimitable enlerprise and
oerseverance. From, certain memoranda Icft by him-
elf, we lears that soon after bis arrivai in Granby b.

uita smnall house and tancery on the south batik o!
he river Yarnasica. He says in bis rmetoranda:
Ini tan ning rny feu bides 1 used the miil pond for

oak and drench, tbree or four tubs for the other usez,
nd then a corn-cracicer was substituted for a bark
ùIl to grind with a borse
And yet that unpretending and humîble beginning

tas Uic fouidatioai of the most prominent industry of
;ranby to-day, namely, Uic two large tanneries owfcd
y is enterprising son, Mr. T. 11, C. Miner, passe$ t.

ag ail Uie appliances of improvcd modem macbînery,
îving employanent lu quite a number of people, and
iing out its daily produce of sole icather by Uic

n. It was te be expected that a man of Mr. Miaîcr's
niviy and enterprise would be. selcîed te serve bis
wn ini a public capacity, and bence ve soon llnd
int appoifited a magistrate, and also captain of the
ilitis, an office of, ne snîall respo"sblity~ in t1àç


