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a largor number than have been organized in Canada ini forty years. That state-
nment is unfair te tho Congregationalista of the Dominion, and especially no to
tho brothren of Ontario, because it in but a part of the truth.

The writor of the presont article has not been in the ministry forty yoare, but
ho ha. beon in closo connection with Congregatienaliin in Ontario and Quebec
for thirty years, and thorofore shoulci know wherof ho spoaks.

Firet of ail, the question may be asked, Why this rapid growth in Michigan,
alId lack of growth in Canada ? Tho answor, to, a considerable oxtent, in, Michi-
ganî was, and ie, a well timbered regien, and ha. attractod a largo number of on-

te"prising eon principally from, New England, whose tiret objeot was te, convert
her tiinber into monoy, and thon her lande into, farine.

Many of these mon broughit thoir New England Congregationaliani with theri,)
and were often tho firet on tho ground, and being Mon of intelligence and piety,
they gave a docidedly Congregational tono ovon tu other churches. Honce it has
been easior te establisli our churchos in Michigan, becauso of tho largo Congroga-
tional element that has corne here te abido. In Ontario, those who havo becîî
attracted by her foroste have beon, with few exceptions, docidedly hostile te our
principlesa; whilo thoso ivho settled upon her broad acres have been principally
of other communions.

Thon there ha. nct been quite the sanie amount of denominational joalousy
betwcen rival churches. Or, porhaps, here the tables are turncd, and because in
nxany places Congrogationalisa are in the ascendency in numbers and influence,
the Preebyterian aud J3aptist elonients have united with tho Congregational
IChurches. This amalgamation, may tend to breadth of vîew and largonees of
heart, and it mcuj lead to an indifference as to distinctive principles, that will bo
disastrous, in its consequences ; unless, by carelul andi Scriptural teaching, the
churches be raised te a higher standard of intelligent piety. At present we fear
that there in ini many of tiioso churches what Paul would cali Ilwood, hay,
stubble."

If these sitatements are true, Canadian Congregationaliats will be able at once
te sce that ne such. fortuitous circuinstances have been their portion. Yea, wc
would hazard the assertion, that. hati the bruthren in Michigan had the saine diffi-
culties, and te the sanie extent, as their Canadian bretlîren have had, their
churclies would net ho in their presont prosperous condition, and there is streng
probability they would have ef t the field te ethers.

Mlow few have been the additions te the churclies of the Dominion from. the old
country 1 Aîid how many cf t1iose few who did corne te, romain, have foît it te ho
their duty te beave thoir brethuien, net because they coulti net live in Canada, but
because a variety of circuinstances seemed te, indicate that the path cf duty was
hitherwards!

WVe would say, aIl honour te those churches and pastors who have Ilendured
harduesse" in standing by their principles for conscience sake.

Anothor question cf importance is, the character cf the ministry that occupies the
pulpits in these numerous churches. Like ail new countries, the churchos cf Mi-
chigan have been obliged to accept the best that could be had under the circuin-
Istances.JBut it in both difficult and dangerous te number leirael, sud especially difficult,
to institute a comparison between the Ciege graduate and. the gradue.te from, the
plough, beuch, or axe-handlo. They are "lail honoutrable meb," every one of
thein. But where is the Congregationalist auywhere, that would prevent theux
frein preachiug the Gospel, if there were any evideuce that they wero cailed cf
God te, do so?

The question is, Did God ever iuteud that ail cf these should be pasters of
churches. Seripture sud reasen alike anawer, No !

During the earlior years cf the settlemeut of Michigan, College-traiued mon
were net always to e o fouud, and the young and feeblo churches were g lad te have
the ministrations cf someocf the rough and ready mon, who could talk, and who


