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ing. ‘I'he number seems to us very small indeed. cou-
sidering all the chances of losses by servants sent to
post and fetch letters, by mis-deliveries to wrong
addresses, which were not corrected, by post office
robberies, fires and accidents entailing loss of letters,
Indeed, the Post Office Departnent Report shows that
its affairs are managed with great skill, as well as with
all the economy consistent with efficiency and the grow-
ing necessities of the country; it proves also that in
postal facilitics, Canada is abreast of the times, all
classes of her people being placed in easy contact with
the rest of the world, and in all large cities amply pro-
vided with all the conveniences so valuable to a mer
cantile connnunity.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

Zhe Avgus Iusuwance Chasrt, 1894, comaining statistics of the busi-
ness of the principal American and Foreign Fire and Casualty com-
panies in the United States since 1883, and also a handy expiration
register.  Published by the Rollins Pabhisting Company, 161 Satle
St., Chicago.

Lowrns's Expense Ratios of 1ife offices doing business in Great
Liritain, ‘These are shown for 83 companies, and as usual are caleu-
lated as a percentage on (1) the tatal preminm ncome, (2) the senewal
premium income after allowmg 100 per cent. for new  business ; and
(3) the new premums after allowing 712 per cent. for renewals.
I'rice, 2s Gd per dozen.

Fire Tuswance in Mickigan for the nine years ended 1893, showing
the amount of sisks written, preminms reccived, losses incurred, and
loss ratios for the scveral companies.  Published by our contem-
porary, 7%e fndicator, Detroit, Mich, Price, 25 cents.

Fire Inswance in Pesssyleania for the twenty-one years ended
1893, givirg similar particulars for that Sate.  Published by the
Insurance World, Pittsburg, P’a,  Price, 50 cents,

Zke Inzestigator Almanae and Fire Insurance Ckast, comtaining a
list of the American Fire Companes and  their oflicers and statistics
shiowing their financial condition and business transacted, and also
loss and expense ratios. Published by our contemporary at Chicago.
Price, 25 cents.

Pocket Life Churt of the prinaipal Lafe Insurance Companies in the
United States, giving the amounts of their aew and existing business
income, disbursements, assets and liabilities, surplus, and expen ¢ and
other ratios, Published by the New York Juswrance Feurnal.,

ke Dacific Undersoritas’ Chart of Life, Acculent and Fdelity
Vusiness in Califurnia for the five years ended 1893, Published by Robt.
V. Neal, 320 California $t., San Franaisco.

wUseand abuse of compactsy a paper by Mi. 12\, Carpenter, read
Belore the Fire Underwriters Association of the Pacific at theirannual
meeting in February.  The subjeet, which is dealt within a pithy,
readable style, will be referred to in our next ssuc.

Tusurance Defartment Kvporls for 1893 as follows :—New York,
Pant 2, and Connecticut, Pant 2, dealing with Life and Casualty Assur-
ance business 3 Maine, PPant 3, Miclugan, I'art 1, Maswchusetts, Part
1, Kemuchy, P’art 1, and Pennsylvania, Part 1, dealing with Fire an
Marine business; for which the several Supesintendents will please
accept our thanks. . . .

Life Agent’s Codex, containing business lunts and practical sugges.

tions, which should be especially useful to beginners, and also a de.
scription of the various plans of assurance and the conditions of policics
issucd Ly thirty-five life companics, among which we nate the Canada
Life, the Sun Life and the Confalermtion Life of Canada.  “The book
is well written 1n clear, concise language, and apant from its practical
utility is to be commended for its common sense and the high princi-
plesand prctices it inculates.  Published by the Spectator Come
any, N.Y.
! )}tzndy Guide to D'reminm Rates, applications and pulicics of forty-
five American and three Canadian Life companies.  This u<eful hand-
book is so well known to assurance agents as ta aced no introduction,
and it is only necessary to say ihat the present cdition has Leen tho-
rcughly revised and added to. Published by the Spectator Company,
N.Y. Trice, $2 bound in fleible leather.

Policy Values, by J. P. Boung, ALAL, a neatly l)?l}lld hook of
1wenty-six pages, in which arc given the valucs of policies aty per
cent. according to gross premmms and ages mtainad,  Published by A,
Trengove, 26 Patcmosicr Row, London.  Price, three shillings.

Bournes' Handy Assurance i ectery, 1894, containing the usual
carcfully compiled and complete information respecting life companics
in Great Britain for which * Bournes® ”” has lxeen so long well known,
Publishad by Wm. Schooling, F.R.\.S., Trafalgar Buildings, Lon.
don, W.C. Tuice, 2asGdin limp cloth, 35 Gdinred cloth.

Zhe U.S. 2arig Dill, as veporied to the Senate from the Finance
Committee, Maich 20, 1893.
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TORONTO LETTER.

Mare about Toronto Civic fusurance.—.cIn allempl made lo sap
the Feally of AT, Robert Mcl.can— What might be, for him * -
Mare Dlindness in conneclion with Five Msurance.—/. I,

Swarl—sdn exploded boilery and a moral.

DEAR EDITOR,—

Up to date the Toronto Corporation as sepresented by Alder-
man Lamb has not taken any steps, so faras I know, to isye
the prospectus or scheme under which the city is to do our iy.
surance for us. I presume the intention is to give the ratepayers
of Toronto some details as to the proposed working of the plau
for giving chieap protection to the citizens. It willsurprise you
to licar, you may even smile, wheun T tell you our own secretary,
Mcl.can, has been approached—Dbeen felt—as to the possibility
of his services being secured to the city in the launching and
mwanagenient of this new municipal fad. Good and faithful
Robert McLean, in the role of the wolf dwelling with the lamh
(and such a visionary lamb, and such a practical ¢¢ wolt ), would
look like the dawn of the millenuium, surely. The secretary of
the Toronto Board felt guite indignant at the suggestion that he
should sever his connection with the C.E.U A and T.B., and thus
do violence to his teaching and traditions of the past.  Stil), ke
is a Scotchman, and sentimental feelings ought not tosway him
unduly. He should look atit this way :—Salary from the city
£5,000 2t year, with guarauteed engagement for six years. This
would be a fair term, because the civic insurance is to be all oy
the three year plan, and at least two tarus weald be requiredto
test the venture.  Mr. MclLean would escujie the worry le now
has in educating large property owners so that they may undes.
stand the reasonableness of their ratings, whether schedule or
spuaifie. s first year’s duties would be his heliviest, as, afier
putting things in shape, the city tax gatheiers and assessors
would do the rest.  As a saluried officer on aliove terms e could
just have a bed of reses or licather to rest on for the remamder
of his business life. A uniform rate of 30¢ per cent. for three
years on saw mills and shieds, on factories and hiouschold furni
ture, would not Lie a severe strain on the manager.  Afieral), if
the bottom of the thing fell out before his six year engagement
expired, he woald just draw his pay yearly, and rest.

You have an article 1 sce on * Blindness Insurance ™ in lat
nwnber. Do you know, when that heading fisst caught my
attention, I, for the instant, theught you had written a pana
graph on thiscivic insurance schen ¢ and chosen an appropriate
title !

Mr. J 1. Ewart, whose work for the * Eastern Assurance
Co.," as its general agent for Ontario during the past three
years, was extensive and of good quality, has takeu the National
Assurance Co. with like terzitory amd duties for that Company.
e is, however, still looking afterthic interests of the ¢ Eastern ™
pending their appointxient of his successor.

I lcarn the Royal Electric Company in your city iy gen-
crally insures against fire aud against explosion of its stesm
hoilers, but the explosion of a few days ago found the Company
scithond insurance oi the boiler that exploded. 1t wasone of
six, five only insured, and ill-luck took the uninsured one. .
haps, i€ it had been insured, which implies prior inspection, it
would not have exploded.  The moral of this incident is
« always insure,” and, when you do it, do it thoroughly ; also, it
is pleasant to draw a moral out of any Moutreal insurance basi-
ness.

Yours, ARIEL.
TORONTO, 25th May, 1844.



