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PRES13YTEIN ON TEE RIVER ST. JOUN.

AT its last recrular mýeeting i4 this city, I wus appointed by the Presbytery
of St. John to visit Woodstock and Richmond, and prc-ach on the 9th of Aug.
in the churches left vacant by the ideparture of the 11ev. James Kidd, for Can-
ada West. Accordingly, at 4 r.- m. on Friday, I lcft Indiantom n on board the
swift and coinfortable steamner Fawn, and was carried in six hours to Frederic-
ton. It was a lovely summer's eveninà. There was not wind cîiough, to wriin-
kie the iriver's -surface, and, in the puirpe rays of the setting sun, the ricli scon-
cry of the St. Jolin looked lovelier than ever. The river bias always been re-
inarkable for its beautiful trees, and along the extensive meadows and marshes,
and particularl'y on the nunmerous islands, the beeches and clins cannot be sur-
passed for richiness of foliage and gracefulne-fs of forin. It would be difficuit
to find anythingin ail nature more perfeetly beautiful to the eye than one of
these stately clins standing out alone on the Ievel plains, its roots -m~2 d ;u
the ricli meadow, is tail straight stem, with its green massive folia-d droop-
Ing gracefully from the hidden branches.Thr saqitnepsib eoe
about the clm, especially when you see it through the soft trembling twilight of
1 suminer's evcning, and on the edg«e of a river in which its graceful forin i8 re-
flected. I eould not help thinking of David's beautiful similes in the first psalm,
and also that employed by Jeremiiah--chap. 17, 8-wben spealcingr of the man
that trusted in God :-"l For hae shal >e like a tree planted by the waters, that
spreadeth out its roots by the river. lIe shall not seec when heat cometh, but
its Ieaf shall be green; and shall not ho careful in the year of drought, neither
shahl cease froin yielding frui0. Btit when one turns from the green and grace-
fui things in nature, te the liard, shi :,eIess things made by man, what a contrast
is visible! In God's world we see things rounded and bcautifully curved.
God's emblein is the cirele-the leaf, the tree, the pebble on the beach, the
planet in the sky, and the dew drop, on the flower-ail are curved and pleasant
to the eye. But even the bouse which man builde and dedicates to God is
often a liard, severe looking pile of clapboards and shingles. Ail along the
river's batiks one secs what the country people eallI "Metin'-houses "-a hor-
rid naine intended to, mean a place of worship. These 'lMeetin'-liouse.s" are
extremnely ugly-so ugly that one is at llrst sight led te suppose tbat thcy are
Preshyterian. But, on enquiry, lie ahinost invariably finds that tbey bclong te
the Baptists or Methodists, according as they are close to or remnoved froni the
water. Thie Episcopal churches, as a general thing, bave an ecclesiastical air
about them, and, even thougli the steeples were knoe;ked off, they could hardly
lie mistaken for store-bouses or sail-lofts. Between Fredericton and St John
there are Episcopalian, Baptist, Methodist and Roman Catholie places of wor-
ship, visible from, the river, but 1 think 1 arn correct in saying that there is flot
a single l'rasbyterian Chureh. In the Provincial Capital tbere are two-one
belonging to the Church of Scotland, and tbe otber te the Chureh of the Lower
Provinces. The former is an old and wealtby congregation, and they have
recently given proof of their energy and ability by the erection of a fine new
Session House, and by tboroughly painting their* chireh inside and out. lu1
connection with Dr. Brookes cliurcb, there is a fine mianse and garden, and in-
deed everything belonging to the congyregation of St. Paul's beas the marks of
a quiet, stcady prgres 0e. T ie sniall congregation in connection Nvith the eh :reh
of the Lower Prvne, is at present without a pastor-the 11ev. Mr. Ster-
lin, withi the truè spirit of an Englshaving set out on a missionary tour
to the more neglected country districts. In Frederieton, as in many other places
in this Province, it is easily seen that tbere is only sufficient inaterial for the
support of ono gbod health), congregation, and, therefore, ail attenipts to estab-
lish and maintain a second-while they inay gratify the loyers of schism-cer-
tainly cannot tend tà promote eithcr the glory of God or the good of mnen.


