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going on, and al last my ear was attracted io
Glasgow. and I said to myself—+ Well, I
. know semething about Glasgow ;" but 1 heard
" dencriptions of something wonderful here
that I never heard of till T eame here. He
rpoke ahout some persons being attracted o
a particular church, 83 a spectacle, embody-
ing some things that were warvellously sen-
suoUSs:
Dr. Pirie said he never made any such re-
ference to Glasgow. {Laughter.) ‘
Dr. Macleod—Well, [ am very glad of that, {
for 1 felt that, so far as I am concerned,
though I had the opportunsty of epening |
new church in Glasgow, and patting inte it
the hoocest organ—(laughter)—I felt exceed.
ingly safe in regard to my own church. No
doubt some persous had come 10 look at it
as a spectacle, but no: of beamy—(a laugh)
~—but T knew that I myself had introduced
no changes whatever, that my people had
been sitting ¢omfortably 11 singing aud
standing up, as we all used to do in prayer.
There is another thing geverally follows on
these overtures, and it is the constant appeal |
—and I really wish it was given up —to ihess |
fathers of ours.  (Luughter.) De. Maceae
indulged a little in this. Now I would like
very much Lo know who the futhers ure who
are always turning up in our Presbyteries
and Assemblies, and to whom Dr. Macrae
alluded. 1f they are those réspectable gentle-
men in bobwigs that used 10 sit here lust
" century,aud it everything they did here was to
regulate” us, let us say so.  Some of theae
men did grest good in their Cay and genera- i
tion ; some of them monsirous tive ; but all
that seems to me just as absurd as if in the
vear 2000—and 1 iope my friend Dr. Cums
ming wou't suppose L am heretical if I assume
that the world may last till then—(laughter)
—would it not be supremely foolish that, in
the year 2000, when any changes are proposed
all pregress should be stopped by sume earn-
est men quoting something that had been
said by father Macrae? (Loud laughter.)
I myself weuld not dare to stand wp at this
moment and address the House out of sheer
nervous fear, for it would aet as a sort of in-
cubuson me if I thought I were to be held up
as _a ghost of authority for all geperations,
and to be called a father of the Chureh
(Renewed laughter.) 1 take.no such respon-
aibility on myself. Al L wish to.dois to
try and help thé present as our fathers tried
to help their present, and a8 I hope our
children will help theirs.  (Applause)) Ang
if by the fathers is meant the tathers of oldey
date, the eminent fathers of the Reforumlinn,
the argument is decidedly amusing, that jx,
exceedingly amusing that men who turned
the world upside down in their day, aund

. changed everything that .had remained {p
_ slutu quo for a thousand years, should be in.
. variably dragged up as the grand eéxamples
for ouc duing nothing. (Laughter and ap-

" plawse) 0N, [ can imagine without diffley].
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ty my old and eloquent friend Dr. Macraé:
at the period of the Reformation, lifting dp
his eloquent voice and his eluquent hand—
(Laugiiter)—in denvuncing all those changes
appealing to the constitution of one thousan
years, and appealing to the awfnl authority
of the One Cnurch. until at last he would be¢
lifting up his arin jike the last spar of a sink’
ing ship, and denouncing Luther as a very
demon incarnate ‘or what he had been doing
(Laughter and applause.) I think we have
had enough of that, and that we should sim-
ply look to this question in the light of com*
mon sense,  (* Hear,” and applause.) You
speak of the tathers of the Church, but 1 g0
back 1o a true tather of the Church—th¢
Apostle Paul. I do not know what he would
think if he were now-a-days to come among
us.  Would ke not in all probability be put
down as a latitudinarian it he wers to come
amoug us now? I fear very much whethet
soute of us could really understand a mat
who became a Jew to the Jews and a Gentile
to the Gentiles, not for the love of popularitys
which was waat be wouid have most thorough-
Iy despised, but ** that he might gain some.’
Ian afraid there are sorae among us who
really would not comprenend him if he cam®
here and said, © Oue man esteemeth one day
above arother, another man esteemeth ever_Y
day alike; let every man be persuaded in hi®
own miad.” They would, I fear, be unsble
to comprebend a man who should say, a
it of inspiration, * For I know that there

tis nothing uaclean in itself,” who knew B

from God.us absolute certainty that there wa?
nothing unclean, but could and vet had the
grand und noble charity to say, “ T' hin that
thinketh it uncleais, to him it is unclean.”
question if they could understand a man who
could say, **The Kingdom of God is nol
meat and drink, but righteousness, peac?
and joy in the Holy Ghust,” and * he the
serveth Christ in these things is acceptabl?
to God and approved of men” I do not
know whether he would have made all the
office-bearers sign the Confussion of Faiths
whether he would have maide Phoebe th®
deaconess as an office-bearer do it, but ] a®
sure of this, that he of all the fathers of th?
Church that ever lived, not only in his teach-
ing but in his life, carried out the old ada:f'
“In things essealial, unity ; in things indif?
ferent, liberty ; in all things charity,” (Lou
dpplause.}) Now, it is this spirit which shou?
guide the Churen of Scotland; and I thin
that much of our sectarianism niight hat?

! been preveuted if we had had a little mor?

consideration fur the feelirgs and opiniod®

s of others, aud if instead of digging & dite

round us and bragging bhow much we differef
from every other Church ou earth, we ha
made a few more bridges—(hear)—and hp

shown a little more cutholic feeling toward? -

other Churches on earth ; if instead of lonk:
ing atour iudividual selves, one had look®
more to the f¥ellngs and opinions of thf
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