¢

.
General Synod the time is eame for the pro-
vosal of such amendments of the Federal
Constitmiion, in the way provided by jtself,
av will supply the omissions above referred
to, and secute a distinet recogniiion of the
Leing snd supremucy of the Gud of Divine
Revelarion,

Renolved, (2), That in the judgment of
Bynod the amendments or additions to he
made to the National Constitution should
provide not only for a recognition of the ex-
istence and wuthority of Gud, but also of the
meditorial, supremacy of Jesus Christ His
son, ** the Prince of the kings of the earth
aud the Governor among the nations.”

—_——

Application from a Licentiate of the
¥ree Church for admission into
the Church of Scotiand.

AT a meeting (f the Preshytery of Edin-
burgh, held on Wednesday, Dec. 30, the Mo-
derator read s letter from the Rev. Andrew
Begg. a licentiate of the Free Church of Scot-
land., and an ordained minister of the Presby
terian Church of Victoria, Ausiralia, applying
for acdmission into the Chureh of Scotland.
The following document, giving Mr. Begg’s
reasons for seeking admission into the Church
of Scotland, accompan.ed the letter of appli-
ation, and was also read by the Moderator :—

‘Che-following are my reasons for declining
to enter the Free Church on my return to this
country, and for desiring admission into the
Chureh of Scotland :— )

1. I ohject to the “bond” of the Free
Church, which the mumisters of that Chureh,
at their ordination, must sign ; which “ bond”
forbids, upon pain of deposition from the of-
fice of the minietry, application to the Civil
Courts in any case in_which her as-emblies
have fioally decided. T consider said ** bond”
not only an llicitum pactum, but an argu-
ment totally unwarranted by the word of God;
and altogether unworthy of an nssociation of
men—much more of a body calling itself a
Church of Christ, under a Christian Govern-
ment.  In myjudgment itis also contrary to
the very spirit and intention of Christianity;
and is an uncalled for reflection upon the ad-
ministration of the divine ordinance of ciril
government. Moreover, it is caleulated to
encourage & careless and partial adminisira-
tion of justice on the part of the office-bearers
of churches, and to open a door for the exer-
ci~e of malicious and tyrannical proceedings.
Farther. I regard it as the denudation of the
rights which belorg to every sulject of the
Biitish empire, and an unwarrantable interfe-
16 ce with the exercise of tue civil power,
which must be supreme in all cauzes—quoad
moilia, and open, jure divino, 1o all subjects
o the realm, who choose to complain of inju-
ry to person, character or estate.  And, still
furtker, my opinion iy, that perfect liberty
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cannot be erjeyed in any country ‘where 1he
civil power would admit the legality of sucy
a “hond.”

2. 1 have come to the conclusion, afie;
having been led to examine the, question for
myself, that the claims of the Free €hureg
are, historicallv constdere &, vufounded,  The
Reformation Church of Scotland, which Johy
Knox and his coadjutors established, knew
nothing of the assumptions of the Free Church
party. Xnox kuew nothing of the Free
Church * spiritual independenee;” of “a veto
without reasons on the part of the people;
uar of * popular election, absolute aud uncon.
trollable, in regard to the ministerial office®
I consider the claims of the Free Churcha
departure from, a d not a carrying ont of, the
principles enuneinted by the earliest and
sou.dest of our Scottish Reformers; ang,
conseguently, Thave no wish to follow the
Free Chuerh in her cause.

3. I consider the effects produeed by the
advocacy and the practice of the distinetive
principles” of the Free Charch to be mjurious
ruther than peneficial.  The Christian people
should not be deprived of their lawful rights;
but, without doubst, it is not for the good of
any people to have a power put into their
hands which does a0t belong to them, and for
the cxercise of which they are not competent,
Democracy in charch matters is, in- mv est.
mation, as prejudicial to b int erests of ¢ -
gion as democracy in civiRmat’ers is to the
welfare of society.  And the step trom demo.
eracy in church matters to democraey in civil
matters is short and easy : and the training
which the fuormer imparts has always heen
found a preparation for thelatter.  'T'heretore,
the Church which descends from the divinely
appointed office of teaching and ruling, and.
for the sake of pupularity, panders to an un.
educated, it may be vitiated taste, is not the
trae friend of the peaple.

4. Ihave comne to prefer, after three yeans
of colonial experience, connection with 2
Church whieh does not occupy a ** dissenting®

or * protesiing” position, on secondary
grounds. ‘These positions, in my estimation,

are prejudicial to the interests of true religi-
on, and hostile to the spirit of brotherly love
and peace which is peculiar to Christianity.
Idiss=nt, and protest, on other than vital, aud
fundamental gronnds, must, from the very na-
ture of the case, be injurious.  And they be-
come doubly 5o when their grounds are slight
and non-apparent. Consequently, the minds
of m>n are, through the operation of these,
led away from matters absolutely necessary
Land esscutial, to trifles and questions which
| engender strife, and minister to the lusts of
i the flésh.  Nothing is more common amoug
* the Dissenting commur.ities than the epinioo
! that the *“ calling” of the members of these
: communities s 10 testify against the churches
| from which they have seceded. Anad every
jone who has studied the working of the hi-
1man mind in religious matters must - know




