
TEE FREEDOM 0F THE BEAS. t

in times of peace, to the injury of the just rigbts of any other
nation however politically insignificant. On *the contrary, she

bas for the benefit of humanity at large effectually put down

Piracy and slave-trading. It is only in tirne of wa~r tliat friction
bas ever arisen on the subjeet; and even then she has acted only

when cornpelled by the law of self preservation to resort to measures

whicli resulted in a restriction of the freedorn of others. She has

done so in the war which has just corne to an en<1. Neutral

nations have been restricted in the use of the seas for the purpose

Of carrying on trade with the eneniies not of only Great Britain,
but of liumanity; and by these measures she has once again been

enabled to deliver Europe andi the world frorn what aimed to be a

Worldrwide tyranny. In doing what she did in this respect,
Great Britain acted it is true on her own initiative; she had to.

She determined for herself what was best to be done to, meet the

cOMmon danger, and sbe did it effectually, as tlie event bas proved .
All that rernains for the conternplated league of nations to do is to

give its personal sanction to Great Britain doing again, in a like

emnergency, the sarne tbing. To seek to restrict ber action other-

Wise would be to endanger not only lier omn existence, but that

of the league of nations itself. Wlien the wolf is at the door it is
a bad tirne to argue wlio shaîl close it.

PUBLIC POLICY.

Decisions founded on what is called "public policy" are of all
decisions the least satisfactory as expositions of the law, and the

Inost unreliable. What the Courts to-day may be pleased to say

15 "Public policy, " the Courts a f ew years lience rnay declare lias
ceased to be "publie policy, " and tbat sornetliing else and wliolly

different lias taken its place. It is about as bad as that kînd of
"gequity, " whicli was said to depend on tbe lengtli of tlie Clian-

cellor's foot. Public policy, after ai is said, appears to be that
particular view wbicli tlie Judges for the time being corne to the

conclusion is best in the supposed interests of tlie public; and it is
very easy to see liow wide a difference of opinion tbe question

wehat is to-day "Public policy " naturalhy invites:-


