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ves8els having been 8pecially requisitioned by the Goverunient.

Balhache, J., found that the coîitract was suspended. "In a

c-ase of this kind.' -hci said. " pedantie strietîicss musi be avoided

on the one hand and looseiless of construction on the.other.
The war shut out by far the largest aixd most profitable cus-

biner ot the mine owner and in eonsequence the mine cannot be

workcd at a profit. This is elearly a case of the war affccting-à

the mine.'' As regards the ships he intimiated (although it was

îinneeessary tu decîde the point) that the clause only related

to ships actiially charteî'ed.

lit is surprising what a number of c'întiacts bctween Englisli

andl Gerinan firins niust have existed at the outbreak of war.

An examnination of the terms qf home of them 8hcds muchi Ii-it

uIpon the methods by which Germany was secking to peaeefully
penetrate the British coîr nercial empire. The facts in thc case
of Zinc Corporation v. Jlirsch (1915) 32 T.L.R. 7. illustrate
on1e of the methods hv which the Germans had endeavourcd to
serure the world*i- suppl *y of the base metals. lits importance
ivas sueh that a special sitting of the Commercial ('ourt was
tield ii the Long Vacation: an appeal was exped-ted, and it 18

bclîcvcd that. whatcver the decision oif the Court of A!,-0

peal inay be, it will eventuallv reach the Ho' of Lords.
Shortlv the facts werp these. Thc defendants. a German coin-

Pans'. had a contract with the plaintiffs, an English eornpanyý
owning Australian mines. under which the English companv

wrPe hütl"d to sell zinc conenîtirates to, the German company
oind Io nîo oe elcse for a stated period. This contract provided
that "in thp event oze 2ny cause beyond the eoîttrol of ûither
thc sellers or the boyers preventing or delaying the carrying
ont of this agreemenit,'' it should be suspcnded during sncbi
disabilit 'v. After the outtbreak of wai' the Plaintiffs sought a
(lelaration that the contraet ivas dissolvcd, contending thait its
continuance would involve them in illegal trading with the
encmvN. The defendants rclied on the suispcnsrv clause, sayinjg
that it suspendc' deliveries and therefore prevcntcd trading


