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Gladstone voice.i the recognition of the change of policy when
he said in the House of Gommons seven days before the passage
of the B.N. A. Act, IlWe have for a full quarter of a century ack-
riowledged absolutely the right oi self-government in the
colonies" (n. Surely th.-sc words were evoked by his sense af
the neaning of the British North Amecrica Act, but then on thc
eve of passage in the same chamber in which Gladstone's vaicc
wvas heard.

Assuming, then, this to be the spirit animating the B3ritish
Parliament, what language did they use ta, give effect ta their
intentioni " Exclusive " was a wvord not unfamiliar ta the ears of
Eniglish statesmen. 'Ihey had already made use af it in thecir
dealings relating to the legislative independence ai Irelancl. A
resalutian unanitnously passed on 22nd January, 1783, il' the
Englishi Fouse of Cammons, dealing wvith the " exclusive " riglits
af the nev Irish Parliament, wvas interpretedi by the great Edmund
Burke, on the i9 th M1ay, 1785, ta signify that " Ta Ireland inde-
pendence of legisiature had been given ; she %vas naw a co-ordinatc
thaugh less powerful state."

It must nat be thought that the word was used in aur Act
carelessly and withaut cansideration. It is wvell knaovn that ail
its provisions were as carefully discussed and cansidered as if i'ý
had been a compact between independent nationalities (o). Nor
can it be said that a less degree ai independence was ta bc granted
ta, Canada. Is it conceivable that less wvas ta be cancedcd ta the
loyalty ai Canada than ta the aggressiveness af Ireland? ilVas a
lcss gencrous spirit actuating the British Parliament when driven
by expediency than when moved by the loyal aspiraJions ai tile
first coluily in tbe Empire ? It has 'ocen asserted frequently, and
with a great deal af truth, that England never grants any refarm
unless farced by expediency ; but if ever there wvas a timie %vhen
she deferred ta the dictates of her hcart, it was in the grant af a
Constitytian ta her great self.governing calony, Canada.

The right asserted by the English autharities in copyright
mnatters is a right ta deal with the internai legislation ai a calany
-a right that was dcclared by Lard Abingdan ta be anc that
Englatid neyer hadi ; but, in the face ai this declaration ; in the face

(pi) Marchi 22nd, 1867-Hanâard, vol. 186, P- 753-

(o) Croolcs, Q. C., arguendo, ,n Reg. v. Col. P. & S. i Cart. at P. 767.
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