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the law the air of a science, wlio found it
made available for creditors, no serious
harmi is doue by its seizure. But, on
the husband's death, having lost lier Sup-
porter, cherisher sund protector, assuminz
that lier dower is ail 8he has to look to

for a miaintenence (a state of affairs not
iufrequent), the creditors, not baving
availed themselves of their riglits in the
husband's lifetime, are precluded now
from seizing, lier right, by assigning which,

(as we shall hereafter see she xnay do) she
may provide lierseif with funds in order
t, lier support and maintainance in some

degree at least. And this supposition is

not at variance witli the favouritism
ahown by the Courts to the widow in other
cases even at the expense of creditors.

I shall attempt an examination of the

second division of this part of the sub-

jeet, namely, that relating te the consum-
mate riglit, in my next letter.

B. D.A.
Toronto, Sept., 1877.

REVIEWS.

<COMMENTARIE5 ON THE LIBERTY OP THE

SXJBJEOT AND THE LÂws op ENGLAND
RELATING TO THE SECRRLTY OP TE

PERSON. By James Paterson, Esq.,
M.A., Barrister-at-Law, 2 vols. Lon-
don, Macmillan & Co., 1877.

The immortal Blackstene said " that a
competent knowledge of the laws of that
society in which we live la the proper ac-
complishment of every gentleman and
echolar."

Things are very different now from
what they were in his day. He wrute te
the seliolar and the gentleman, for from
the clams to which they belonged was
almost exclusively taken those who were
concerned in the Iaws either as makers or
expounders. Now, however, these posi-
tions are as open practîcally, as they then
were theoretically, te, the most humble in

.station of Her Majesty's subjects. The
luminious aud elegant essays of Black-
atone have held sway in various forme
and editions even-to the present day, and
nothing- bas so far, as a whole, approached
them in excellence. Hie " first gave to

a s-keleton and dlothed it with life." It
may, however, be admitted without de-
tracting from the fame of this great
writer, that his arrangement was in many
respects faulty.

Mr. Pattcrsou wliilst granting lis due
meed of praise to the great commentator,
lias not thouglit fit to use slavislily tlie
model Blackstone constructed, but bas, as
we shall presently sec, taken a line of bis
own quite novel and eminently lu accord-
anse with the instincts of the people to,
wbom lie writes.

]3lackstone's commentaries were pub-.
lished in 1765, lie having previously, ln
1753 and subsequent years, delivered tlie
saine mnatter as lectures in the University
of Oxford.

The giant strides made since that
time ini relation to the subjects of which.
lie wrote, are well stated in the words of
the writer whose book is now before us:

"«During tbe century tbat has elapsed since
Blackstone's work was fPublisbed, hundreds of
volumes of statutes, reports and disquisitiins
have been produced, modifying, reversing, or
abandoning many false positions once thonglit
unassailable. And during the sanie period al
Enropean nations have lived ages. (Jommuni-
ties, princedoms, powers, and dominions bave
disappeared and reappeared under new naines ore
new comnbinations. Organie changes have de-
veloped noiselessly in a night. All forma of
governmeut constitutions, systenis of laws, have,
more or less, been put ou their trials sud teafted
by the inexorable logic of firat principles.
Every tumber of the vessel has feit the stra.in
whatever, and wherever a fauît existed, the
fault bas been seen and felt, aud in not a few
instances lias been amended. The utilitarian
lias been abread and lias marked many a weak
point in the armour iustead of iuvoking the tra-
ditions of Greek or Roman aucient or mediaeval
civilizations to belp hi lias found a ruder
questioning ail sufficieut, and a convenient
toucli atone in every market place and vestry.
A friendly echo now follows this investigator
everywhere. It can scarcelyfait to be apparent
that explanations of procepaes, methoda and
axioms which psssed current witb the learned
a century ago, con scarcely now dlaimi the
plaudits of our wider and more critical audience
'l'be legialature itself, wbich is the vigilant @en-
tinel to guard agaiuat the advaucea of corrup-
tion sud revolution, coutains uew representativea
commissioned hy multitudes who were then
without the pale; powers and voices, not then
dreanit of, now claim au undisputed hearing.
New points of departure are suggested in many
a settled routine, aud still au interminable pro-
cession of ameodments filîs up the vista of the
future. And though panting time toile after
these iu vain yet La the hope of higlier sud stiUl
higlier aud juster laws not ue jot abated.
Civilization rnay he incapahle of definition, yet
Lt plainly involves a cousciousness that advance-
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