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utilized, in the second by whUt liighways sucli regions may be most

easily reachied.

Aglance at th e rnap wvill show, tlïat while rnany of the larger
unexp>lored, areas may be affirmed to lie to the north of tUe limit of
profitable agriculture, considerable regions situated to the south of this
limit still await examijiation. Large districts, again, in wvhiclc no
farmner will ever vol untarily settie, may afflord tiniber wliich the world
will Uc glad to get when the whiite pine of oi- nearer forests shall
bpcoome more nearly exhausted, while wvith respect to mainerai resources,
it is jprobable that, in the grand aggregate the value of these, which
exist in the unexplored regions will be founld, area for area, to bc equal
to those of the known regions, coniparing ecd particular gleological
formation with iLs nearest representative. On. the grotunds adone,
tiierefore, of geograp)hical knowledge, an d of the discovery and
(Iefiniin of the reserves of the country in tiniber and inierais, the
exploration of ail these unknown or little-known regions miay be aniply

Takiing a lino drawvn niortb and south in the longitude of the Red
River valley, wvhich is, as necarly as may Uc, the centre of Canada froin
east to West, iL ay confidently ba stated that by far the larger part of
the country iii which agriciiItural settîcinent is possible lies to the 'vest,
wvhile the great bulk of the actual population lies to the east of this
line. Looking to this -raund fidamental fitct, I believe it Inay safely
be affirnmed that soine Illixbers of this audience will live to sec the day
Nvlien these conditions 'çith respect to population wvill Uc boldly reversed
and iu which the greater iiutber of onr representatives in Parliaient
gathering here iii conie froin this great wes terni region.

This disposition of the cultivable land depends partly uporn the
physical characteristies of the country, and ii p)art on its clinmatie cou-
ditions. J3eyond Winnipeg, ani stretching therefroin to the west and
niorth-wvest, is the greaG area of prairie, plain and plateau wvhich, wvider
near the forty-minth parallel than elsewhiere on the continient, mins on
in one form or otlier, thougli wvith dirninishing wîdth, to the .Arctic
Ocean. Thais is, generally speaking, cn alluvial region, and one of
fertile souls. Very fortunately, and aq thouglih by a beneficient pro-
visionl of nature, the climatic features faveur the utilization of this boit.


