
'fHE OTTAwA NATURALIST. [pi

tration of this fact. the observation was made that among various
seeds wliîch have 1)een found in the snow in this area this winter,
the most abundant is bîrch, which, nevertheless, wvas not re-
presented bv living plants in the summer. The birch cannot
thnive withiou the light of the open and therefore fails to gain a
foothold liere. Sîmilarlv manv other species must pci-ishi when
brouglit Uv the vagaries of their hIigrations to this plantation;
ani this is jusi vhat lias been going on with ail) species, until
recenlv%. On ot olier hand, manv forest and other plants %vich
%wou)l<I Uc p)erfect .I\ at home in tlhis environment. or would at
Ie,-st be capable of enduring it. have riot yet, reachied here.
Anîongr the plants collected whichi seem best at home are a fern,
ASPIdiu>on spinidiosui;;. var. internme<li: a violet. Viola blanda;
a hieis-raw. Gailiinni Iriflorurn. and two sedges. Ciz-ex Dv~ei'aza
and C. varia. as,, also the varjous fungi. which are no doubt)' at
their best in suchi a habitat.

Mayof tbe plants not so m-elI adapted for enduring shade
shuweul plainîx' its etTects upon their habit or structure, as for
ins- ance. bv their broader. greener an(1 more succulent leaves,
their elongated itnernodes. etc. The pricklv lettuce or compass
plant. Laduica scariola. -whichi ordinarilv turns its leaves edge--%vise to escape the force of the strong mid-dav sun. was hiere

cT)lelto spread tliem after the fashion of other plants. so as
to catch the full hienetit of the light which filtered down to t hem.

Notice was taken of the varlous ivavs in which the see<ls of
tliese plants nmav have been 1)rought to the plantation. Animal
life and the wvin<I were no doubt the principal agencies. TUe seed
miav have a(llered wvillh mud to the feet of men or animaIs,
or t he\- ina\v have been <lrifted along over the frozen snow.
Thrce or four of thiem areý arrned witli prickles or l-,arbed processes
for attac' amuni to animais etc. Some would l-e eaten Uv hîrds
andl otheraz-niti.als andi then be depositcd in a fit state for germnina-
tion at this l-<c. and six possesscd fleshv fruits indicating this
mecans of (lispetsal. Another six were provi<Ied with wings.
while ten hiac pappus tufts. enabling them to 1e carried for
greate-.- or lesq distances through the air.

Such a survev as described, opens up a varietvy of i eresting
proWlcm- which can only lie settled U)v repeating the observat ions
during a series of vecars. No society of plants can bc fixed and
stable at such an early~ stage of itshÉistory, an d cach vear should
contrihute sonîething new to its composition.
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