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their progress. Hie who was willing te learn
had in Mr. Wilson a cempetent guide and a
warm hearted friend. Indeed, Mr. Wilson
was prone to help and encourage young mien,
and his junior brethren were often indebted te
him for valuable aid. Many a young man, not
in the ranks of his profession, he assisted in a
substantial. manner, though he shunned al
publicity in these and a thousand other gener-
ous deeds."

In polities he was a Reformer, and received
his appointment as judge from that party.
He was twice elected te the Assembly for the
city of London, and once for the St. Clair
division in the Legislative Council.

In 1856 he was made a Queen's Counsel at
the saine turne as his townsman Mr. Becher.
In the vacation after Easter Terni, he was
appointed to the judgeship rendered vacant'
by the changes consequent on the retirement
of Chief Justice MeLean fromn the Queen'S
Bench, Mr. Wilson taking the seat occupied
in the preceding term by Mr. Morrison.

A powerful advocate everywhere, before the
juries in that part of Canada-where he was
best known, he was without an equal. Pis
success in this respect was largely increased by
his personal popularity. He had a generous,
honest, manly heart, ever ready to assist the
needy, and at the saine time the champion
of those he considered oppressed. Above
ail things he loved fair play, and anything ini
the shape of meanness, oppresson or rascality,
ho abhored ; few who knew him will not
have noticed, whether in private life, at the
Bar, or on the Bench, these prominent features
of his character.

The most successful advocates do not noces-
sarily make the bestjudges. I!he cast of nind
se essential in the one has a tendency te pre-
vent eminence in the other. This isso obvious
and has been so often exemplified that it bas
become common to prophesy that a good jury
lawyer will be a failure when placed on the
Bench. In sorne of the attributes common to
beth Mr. Wilson excelled, though it cannot be
said'that in the latter position he was as great
a success as in the former. Though not as a
lawyer as deeply read, or as careful of, or well
versed in case law as some ofhbis brethren on the
bench he had, to a remarkable extent, a shrewd

lb strong common sense and intuitive perception
of right and wrong,- which seemed to steer himn
clear of the rocksAhat would have shipwrecked
the reputation of even a more learned man,
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net possessed of the attributes we have at-
tempted te deacribe. As might be expected,
these characteristica combined with a ready
wit, much decision of character, an intimate-
knowledge of human nature, and a clear in-
sight into the motives of action, made him
particularly useful as a.Ni8i Priu8judge. As
a Chamber judge on the other hand, though
ne complaints were ever heard that his decis-
ions were not an equitable adjustment.ef the
rights of parties, it has been said by some that
eccasionally difficulties arose (rom. want of a
more strict adherence te these rules of practice
which, after al], are se necessary te keep the
machinery of justice in harmonieus working
erder.

In the West, where Mr. Wilson was best
known, he was most liked, and as his popular-
ity was based on respect for his good qualities,
it was lasting, and followed hirn from the
neighbourhood where he had lived se long te
the more extended sphere of bis labours on
the Bench.

THE APPOINTMENT 0F MR. GALT.

The vacancy caused by the death of Mr.
Justice John Wilson, has been filled by the
appointinent of Mr. Thomnas Gaît, Q. C.

We congratulate the learned counsel upon
his promotion te a position which has always
been, se far as the poatien itself is concerned,
(and long may it se continue), an ebject of
laudable ambition te the bar of Ontario. -A
sound lawyer, a man of unswerving, integrit'y
and stainless henor, with every instinct that
ef a gentleman, bis appointinent will be ac-
ceptable te the profession, nor will the public
have reason te regret it.

We publish in another place a letter from
correspondent as to the new rules promulgated
by the judges. H1e puts his case plausiblfi
but we must say we do not agree with hua.
Space does net permit our expressing our view&
at length in this number, but we shaîl endek
vour to do se next month.

Mr. O'Brien has published an unpretendi1g
edition of the late Division Courts Act, with
notes, which. the profession may find usefOl,
as it collecta aIl the cases in our Courts as t

attachinent )f debts.


