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tbey found thernselves an ensiaved and
doas-trodden people.

We know that tbis was part of the purpise
of God in their hiFtory, and that as buch it
was revealed beforcband tu their forefather
Abraham. Ges. 15. 13. But did it corne
upen the lsaelites without any fault of their
cwn i Assuredly sot. In the passage bue-
fore us we are told that Iltse land was filled
witb tbem.'" Dues this meas that instead
of keeping te themselves in the land of
Goshen they mingled with the Egyptians,
and thus attracted the attention of the latter
te their wealtb and greatness? Anybew,
we have the testimeny cf Scriptutre. te the
fact that during thse years of their sojeurn in
the Il strange land " they forsook the Lord,
and le.srned te worsbip the gods c f the peo-
pie round about them. Josh. 24, 14 ;Ezek.
20. 7, 8. Thus, desce.diog fromn their bigis
position as witnesses for Jebuvah, they need-
ed the discipline of sufféring belore they
ceuld be restored.

And in the vicw presented te us of their
toil and their misery, we have a faithful pic-
turc of the bendage cf sin.

The indulgencies and luxuries of Egypt
presented great attractions te the Israelites.

Exd. 16. 3; Num. i . 5 ; 16. 13, Even se
do the Ilpleasures cf sin, which are for a
season"I te the camnaI mind. Sic often ap.
peara ait first as an attractive, pleasant cern-
pardon, but wben it is received, indulged,
cbeyed, it becomes the master ; ruling its
slave with a rod cf iren, and making bis life
" lbitter with bard bondage."

And the bcndage consista in this-net
that the werldling is tcilisg, but that bis toil

Zis profitlcas. IlSurely they are disquieted le
vain ; be beapeth up riches and kncweth
out wbe shall gather them." Cardinal Wol-
sey serveid bis kcing faithfully, yet h. cculd
but exclairn ins bis old age that he was fer-
saken 1 King Selomon, with ail bis wealth,
wiadom, and grandeur,, could cnly ceis te
the conclusion that ' ail is vansty !" And
even yeung people have tasted the cnsptineas
cf plecasure, and feit the aching void wbicb
ne strivinps cf their own can fl

But the boidage cf sin is flot merely
profitlesa; it la cruel. Even cbildren kncw
aemetbisg of this. They suifer fremn their
bad teMpers, they are often weary cf their
riaithtiness, yet find it bard tu et free. But
tes cid harder is it when the bnds cf sin
bave becs allewed te grew with their grewtb
anmd strcngtben witb their strength. And
yct many yeung people have thse idea that

jwhen tbey are eIder tbcy shah, as a matter
o f course, get thse mastery over the sin by

Iwhicb tbey are overcoe. This is a delu-
aies whicb sbeuld be carefully pointeid eut.

The devii de font let bis rpives go free se
easile. He deali " wisely," hiring ihem cn
littie by lInfl ustil the chais i% firmnlv fastes-
ed os tbem. Asd this he dues lke the
Ezvptian kuing, foir the express purpose et
ruisisg tbem. He witl sot spare fer their
crying. as masy a por miserable slave bas
cxperiesced,' wiso ksows that be la being
drives osward te perisb. The bondage cf
sin is indeed "lbard" Ilsnd Ilbitter.»

But, tursisg bark te the lsaelites, let us
isquire, frocs w/lai quarter celuid ho?> be
looked for t

Altissug tise Ezvptians could sot binder
the fulfilment cf God's promise te laraci, in
ose respect their policy was successful. The
1lsraelites wcrc utterly trushed and broken
is spi'it. When Moses, is bis early zeal and
self-confidence, stond before tbemas ade-
liverer, they tursed tise cold shoulder upen
bim. We ,ead cf the Helots is Lscediemon
risisg agaisst their tyrants ; cf tise gladia-
tors under Spartacus daring the wbole pow-
er cf tise Roman E.sspire. But ne lsraelite
drearned cf throwing cff tise Egyptian ycke.
Thse few who stili retaised the faitb cf their
fathers, and liadt sorte remnembrasce cf tise
promise made te tbem, must bave known
that their cttly boe was in Ged.

Tiseir onlyobewas inGCod. But if tbcy
badl asy reason te hope in bim, tbat hope
was everytbing. If God usderteok their
cause. it must cerLainly be rigbted. If God
arose te save tbem, their salvatien was se-
cured. Had tbey asy sure greund for this
boe? Most decidedly they bad. As tise
children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God
was pledged te care fer tbem. 0f bis oun
frie geedness asd ssercy bie bad made a
covenant with Abraham and bis seed. Ansd
bis word could net fail.

And se witb those wbe are under the
bondage cf sin. There la ne belpi 'r tbemt
but in God. It la truc tisat there is sucb a
tbing as reformation. There are many evii
habits wbicis a man cen shaire off, if h. only
takea tbcm in tirnte. But wbes be bas got
rid of this evii habit, h. la net, therefore, frie.
If h. bas given up tbe more hateful forci cf
sis, is its more subtie forss it still clings ta
hlm. It is flot osly tise drunkard, the revel-
cm, tbe thief, wbe la bcld in bard and cruel
bondage. That life wbose horizon is bound.
ed by this worîd, and wbose future loacs it-
self iii darc uncertaisties, is sad and bitter
as tiseirs, if is truc condition be once feit
and reaiized. And tise man canne rigbt
himacîf. The fast-bound lissbs cannot frie
themseîves from tiseir fettera. And tbough
at tims the bard bandage forces eut a grean,
there la, perbaps, no thought cf, nir even a
desîre for, deliverance. Asy offer of halls la


