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alWft3'8 owing to contact wit; those who have the written Word cf Goid.
Whi fifty-seven years )f thiorotigligoingc, persecution and idolatry had laid

I wuste the teuiple and altar of Jehcovahj, ini the reigîî of the Nvicked Mallasseli,
the findiug of a copy of tho Law, and ira public readiîîg by order of ,Josialî,
brouglit coniviction of sinî, aineiîdrnent of life, and the restoration of a purer

jworslîip arnogst the Jews of th;, t period. The public reading -.zid expounid-
on f tho Law by N1eciiah and ECzra, brotigl about a revival of pure re-

ligin aniougst those, wlto returned froili the captivity. The translationi of
the ON Testamient into the (ireek latîguage, 280i yeuars brofore Christ, spread
lho bri.-lt dawn of a rfio% inîorn)iin sover Mthe nations round about, and prepared
themi for the cleier and fuller Revelat-ion, (if tiue love of Gud iii Christ, whichi
the preaching of the Gospel and flie writiîîgs of thu New lcestaitiînt*spread
througlîcuit the liornan empire dluritig the iirst and second centuries cf tho
Christian era. And wlieix the lapse into the oih f ages crept over the
Church, zud fllng the speil of spiiritu.tl paralysis over Europe, the Word of
God was bcuîd ; aud 1 noed not tell yon at a-ny lengthi, for you know it well
it ivas the translation of the Bible iinto tie verîîacuiar, and its circulation
amlongst the peuple, accoinpanied by the earzîcst preaching of tic Gospel, tlîat
brouglîIt back the tlîrill of life, and introduced the crm of evangelisma, which.
has contixîued with increasing power to the lireseîît day. 'Wheraver the ru-
foriner moves on iii the sul)linhity or mcmrl pow-er, the mnenentuin that car-
ries in forward is generated iii tire heuart by tIre light which eianate froî
Gjod's Holy \\'ord ammd the vital itxil>îil. of Cliîist's colistrainiîîg love. The
Hol3y scriptures hiavu fronli the beiim i eld their place in the chief centres
of the world's inteliectual eîîlighiternu)eiit and nioralI prog-rcss; and have evor
beeir the chief agency in proiiîctiîîg anid conservingJ buth tlîe oee and the
other. Wherever to-day tIre pulses of hwaaniziiity beat st.rongly on the hligli-

wa fliberty and ini the path, of moral progress, there ive find tIre Word
cf (id as Pioneer, leading t ho world toward its miillennial rest, that; une
4.divine event to whichi the whole creation moves."l

IV. God lr«s, cononittd Ifis WJord tu lte Cl/m urch *n order tu its uno>ut ta-
difivit, aud itswIdî-d circulamtion au»wuqst îi«nitid-Thie watchful care cf
D~ivine Providence over the wvritten word, is scon ini tire mnamîner of its trans-
rnsion to our tirnes. ýAVhen wecernete know the jealcus regairdcf both the
Christian and the Jew for tire puritv cf the ýSacred text, ive seec how impossible

tlîat %volld mar its inte.,rity or smmly thre purity (if its uncorrilpted truthî
A11longsL the anicient Jewvs and aise in tire Christian Chiurch, there have been,
antagcxîmstic sects and schools cf tîmouglit, wvhicli have rendered it inipomible
that une party could have cormupted the Seriptures, evenl had they felt dis-
posed te do se, witlîout sure detectiomi and epsr by the otiier. If tic

ré-ous divisions of Christendorn have served nuoether end, they have at
least furmislied a guarantee that thre Uoiy Scriptrers have been; tralisritted
to us uncorrupt. The labours of the learnc.d, siice, thre revival cf letters ini
Europe, iii the criticisin cf the Sacred txt, have beemi inmmense, wehi nigh,
'-xhiustive. %,.id tleýy go te show that the Word cf Gcd as wt. now have it, is
pure, without defect, -witlîcut reduxîdance, and not nixed wvitlx errer.

The obligation te circulate tic Seriptures is recognised aüd assented te b)y
every Protestant. «" Out cf Zion aiail go forth tic Lawv anao tire Word cf tire
Lord from Jertisaleîu." This is based on a sense cf the importance cf the Scrip-
tares te tIre moeral life of the wc)rld. J ust flore cornes iii the lagency of the Bible
socipty, and ita claima te Our sapport. A aecicty thi most Catiiolice in its
spirit, and Uic neblest in its ainis ; it seeks by union cf Chîristian effort te
cirzulate tire Word ef Gcd, until that Word shait speak ini every lgueand
ei-ery dlialeet, in every hose, and te every hunan licart througlioît, thre
'ide world. Ceuld any work be more simple ? Can any effort be equally
tubliie ? Ia there any work witli stronger dlaimis te the support and syni-
Pathy cf Christian meople ? Is there, any werk cf such importance te the
vlfare ef inankind ? The Bible Society bestews its benefita unselfishiy,


