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bcing presed to rectainl the platformu by a' ivarrn in dication Of -apprOva1 from
the meeting, proeeeded to deliver an cloquent address on the tiiouglît that
in the silence of tire Bible as rnuch as iii its speech, 'vas to be discovered
proofe of the inspiration of Holy Writ. The Rev. gentleman, iii support of
tis proposition, said :

it is a philos'>phical inaxixn whichi is not unfaîniliar to us, thiat " ',Speeclh is
Silver, but Silence is Gkold." In somne sort we inay apply it tu Scripture, that
is, if ire bring ).urselves to regard tIre inetals as equal in value. The silence
of Soripture is inspired. It is not sulent by inadvertence, but by desigai. The
sanie spirit whilri tauglit the ivriters wvhat to write, withhield thiein also from-
wvritingr %vhen God did not wvili the revelation. Dec.&n Trench says, in one of
]îis Hulsean Lectures, "R Itvas said by one wise nman of anotlîe,, that more
inight be learned frein his questions tiran f romi another irai>s answers."'
WVitlî yet hiigher trntth mighit it be said that the silence of Scripture is more
instructive thanthe speech of other books. Boyle says that its expression and
its silence are teachingy like a dial iii whichi the shadow as well as the light
iniforme us-and there is trutlî and poiver in the words whieli the lamnented
Archer Butler applies to the Old Testamnent, " what we sec is ]ioly, whiat we
sce not is holier still."

"f1It is tIre glory of God to conceal a thing. " To, repress Our unlial-
lowved curiosity-to vindicate his own prerogative-to try and exercise lies
peopil' faiLli-to bring out the harmony of Iiis plans to a grander issue by-
and-bye, God mingles obscurity and hrightness in tire revelation of Ris
XVill. Thiere ieno obscurity in niatters that are necessary to salvation. Here
ail is clear as tire inorning. B3ut truth je doginatically asserted, there is no
thcorizing on facts, nor elaborate tracing of thier to thieir original1 causes.
We cannot conneet thein ivith their reasons as they appear to the Divine
rnind. We must receive theni because God lias spoken them, nor seek to
know wvhat it is Bis pleasure to hide. The ancient oracles were clîary of
response soinetinres, but whien Alexander waiited an answer lie politely
conipelled the priestese to the tripod and made lier speak. So wlîcn the
priests of Naples %were unable or lnnwilling that tire blood of St. Januarius
sliould liqnefy, the message ci'me froin one whoee position gave Jrim power,
tlîat it mnust liquefy in iaif an Irour, or the chief priet shoîuld be hanged.
But, spite of royal wili, or mihitary insolence, tlîe silence of Seripture is in-
violate. Its seal inay not be brolken. by the toucîr of huinan hiand. It ie,
moreover, notable thiat it je silent especially on tlîe points on which human

Icurîosity has been miost inquisitive, and on iviich speculations have been
1i nultiplied almost without end. \Ve inquire about the creation of the worid.

it je disînissed in a chapter, perhaps in a verse. We speculate whetlier
jtliere are more wvorlds than eue, and wvould fain analyze their natunre, and

become ae.quainted witii thieir inhabitants, and we ivonder wvhether there
le sin aînong themn, anid " whether they ever feit above, redeeniing
grace or dying love." But tire Word makes no sign. We are lost as wve
think of angels-of good and evil, mysterious and lofty intelligenîces,
of Nwhose existence and of wvliose niovements wve long to know 0some-
thing more. Their bi'iglitness and their ehadow have corne te, us iii

jdiîn glinmpees which we have gotten behind the veil, but tire Scripture will.
not lift it, aîid thers, is ne power that cati rendJ it iii twain. We shudder at
tlîe daTk secret of sin, and we wonder ]îow it camie. Evil je anîong us and
wve cannot trace its orngin. An cartir withi many scars-a sickly anrd wail-
in- clîild-volcauo and pe'ýtiIence-tyranny ani1 wreng-xnany weepers and
many toînbs-trese thrigs nre ; and if God be love, and if God be power,
wvhence and wvhy i But thre Scripture is siuent, lots the past alone, busies
itef only iwitl tire f iture-is not concerned se much te account for thre dis-
ease, asto discover tic re-nedy. We follow tIre loved dead to tireir résting-
place, and hiave an undying instinct that they are net tire things tirat test
'beneath the sod, but iere are tlrey i Wliîat Iras becoîne of them 'i lu what


