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latter the self important superintendent 'was nu favorite and it viras
-whispered around that bis boasted business ability, had consisted ina
ibhe betrayal of bis feilow-workmren during the last strike. 'Mr. Atkins
probably knew of ibis illfeeling, borne towards him, for he tooc fot
the sligbîest pains to conciliate the miners, but on the contrary. by bis
,arrogant manner muade tîhem consider bis authority doubly unbear-
able. Takpzzn ail in ail, Mr. rikine' respect and regard for bis own
genial self was proportionally greater, as bis respect and regard for the
riglits of otbers was reduced, zo a low .point indecd. However, there
*was a class oflpersons for wbose inierests, it need hardly be mentioned,
lie had the greatesi possible regard, since their inlerests were so close-
1>' connected witli his own. These were bis employers. tbc members
cf the CoaLI trust, whose ver>' trust>', useiul, and obedient servant lie fiat-
-tered hinuself he iras.

Perhap.s be bad reason 'for ibis fiattering conclusion afier the.
-eery confidental interview he bad just bad 'vitb Mr. O rsa the President
Cf the Trust, irn which tht latter b3d been unusually kind and attentive
toirards buin, and had finally e-nîrustcd biru wiîh a iask of an extra-
ordinary nature Afier a <reat deal of besitation, for be seemned some-
.what airaid tbat bis superintendents conscience stili retained a iew
troublesurrie scruples of bonesty, (lie mi.ght have set bis mind ai rest
-on that point) tbe coal rrzgnate confided ta the latter that the profits of
the company bad been snialler tban usual, of laie rnonibs owing Io the
-supply of coal at bard already mined, and thai be would shut down îbe
mines biruseif if be werc flot afraid of .::bat people would say about ibis
ýdeed He had thou.glt of anoier-way ta remnedy thnis and ai thue
ýsanie urne ta lurn public indignation away froru the aperators. Could
lue traust -Mr. Alkins' secresy ? M,\r.Atkins ass-uiredl him tbat he, would
not Say a word about it, even za save bis lue.- <'WeU< I-.. Ursa con-
:inued.. it would be a. good îhing if tube -mena would strike now, inetead
C'Ilaier on as ihey miii surely do. And if it could be managed, ard

%tl.àikns? abiliîy is well )rnown, ta bave the sirike ai tbe preset tue,
ihecompany would flot be ungrateflul. and ten or tmenty tbousand
dollars would flot muin theni, especially if it, ient t. a faiîbful, cm-


