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T lias oftcn been said, in the course of the last few years, and
it lias been frequiently repeated w'itlîin the last few mnontlis,

'~that Gerinany lîad beexi brouglit into the war by "the
D ismn.arekzian poliey." 1 (do iiot believe tlîat this is exact.

When William Il. inounted the throne Gerinany hiad a l)repouiderant
situation iii Europe. The Triple Alliance iras î'eal ani solid. Italy
manifested sentiments by no0 means amnicable to France. The
eventual. adversaries of Germnany were isolated, the able pOlyof
"Thie Ironi Chneir'had succeeded iii creatinîg a rr-of'ii'nd
antagoîîism between France auîd Italy by urgiîîg Franee on agzi »:4Z
Tunis, to which Italy had pretentions. By encouraging Fraîîe
lier colonial conquests lie liad brouglît lier to an anti-Britai *e
policy, whlîi i'ithidrew England froni lier, and lie had fanned the
Pline of opposition existing betwveen iRussia and E igland for inany
Years l)y pushing Russia to a hiostile attitude towards Great Britain.
As France and Iluss;ia wvere thus found to be opposed to England,
G-rerman.iy couîld count on the support of tlîis latter power. or, at
least, upon lier friendly nentrality, iii case of the present w'ar
breaking out on both eastern aud western frontiers, that whiehl
Bisiuarek1 dreaded incst of ail.

If Bismnarckz so miuch dcsired Englaîd 's friendship, it iras not
only on account of lier naval pow'er, but because lie well knew that
Germany could not count upon tlie lo.yal support of Italy, allied
only in as mnucli as En gland would remain neutral. or friendly.

William II. ias scarcely înounted upon tlîe tlîrone whlen lie
declared, to the lîearty applause of tlîe sycopliants by whom lie
delighited to be surronnded, tliat "iispired by God, lie iras respon-
sible but to God," and tlîat IHe alone îvould direct Iiirn in lus
personal. poiicy. H1e resolved to be lus own counsellor. In fact, lie
lias not eliosen secretaries of state for foreigu affairs, but scribes
and amibassadors wlîo have been appointed by fa.vour, and flot for
menit.

The Emperor iras gravely mnistaken in ail his foresiglit, and lie
lîad sustained, tlîe iîiost terrible diplomnatie defeat even before tlie
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