
interesting. And so it is -with the biography of Eather Lacombe.
To have lived in the West during its entire 'transition period'
is no meaîî experience. Father Lacombe lias done more than this.
le lias been a leader in that 'triansition' of the West froin a -%ild
fronticrsland to a eivilized, country.

Albert Lacombe was born of habitant pareis, in the parisli of
St. Sulpice, liear 2dontrecal, in 18.97. A slight strain of Iiidian
blood tingcd his wariri and synîpathetie Frenchi nature with the fine
daring, tie strate-y and imuagination of tlie coutrciirs de bois. lmn-
bued with. ail Indian love of the wildse lie seemned cspecially fltted
for the Indian missions. So iii 1849, shortly after bis ordination
as an Oblate, we fmnd Iinii iipon the western plains laboring among
the Indians. TIhle Indians never hand a more devoted and %wateh-
fui guardian of thieir interests, or' a more ardent advocate than
Father Lacomibe. For almnost forty years lie labored iii their be-
]îalf-coriver.ing- the tribes, buildingi their churches, teaehiug them
husbandry. Later lie wras instrumental in obtainiing Indian sehools
for Ilis dear savages.

Fathier Lacomnbe lias leen an eN.tremiely active mnan. HIe lias
crossed the Continent innumlerable tirnes-noiv to interview, the
«tovernme-ent at Ottaiva, now to sekl funds for his laissions. Bu-
rope, too, lie lias -visited on business for tlue Order of Oblates. Hie
rendered iniestir4 able services to 1.e Caaadian Pacifie Railwa-ýy in its
survey for a .ranscontinental line, ai~. te the <'zovernmient in its
dealings wit'i the Indians. Rlis cire.le of friends is large aud re-
markable f. tlie nuniber of illustrious peeple it includes.

And], niow, this old muan, almnost ninety yer.rs of age, stili lives
ini bis "lerniitage" ainong tLue foot-his of the Rockies, close by
thic scene of lis carly operations. Rlis lifc story is well told by Miss
Hughies and cannet; fail to interest.

R1tionjý tbe (JIa0a,ýfneC.
The Rosary for February contains an excellent ýappreciation

of Dickens' genius kv Thos. 0'lagan. The writer points out
that the period of Dickens' youth 'was a turnie rena'rkable in Eng-
land, for flic 'sheer ugliness of everyday lue.' Refineinent and
culture had become rare, îypoerisy and snobbishness -were rife.
Charles Dickenus entered, the arena as a moral reformer, and, par-
ticularly, as anl advocate o! cluarity towvards the poor. "Olirist's
Wandering Friars"' is an interesting accoi.nt; of how intrepid Do-
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