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(hissionary TQorld.

HOW 4 COUNTRY CUURCH DOU-
BLED ITS OFFERING.

As last year our Foreiga Mission Com-
mittee had a considerable deficit, and this
jear money will be needed to make up this
deficit and besides to meet all ordinary ex-
ptoses, the following coatribution to the
“Church at Home and Abrpad,” by the
pastor of the Thompsonville Church, Con-
pecticut, may prove useful, if acted upon,
{n ralsing aur forelgn mission contributions
this year.—[ED.]

Our village had felt the hard times. The
great mills, the main Industry of the place,
had been run on half time a full year, with
frequent shut downs. Wages had been re-
duced fifteen per cent. The General As-
sembly, however, had asked the chuurches
toincrease the gifts to Forelgn Missions
twenty-five per cent., ond we kuew there
was urgent reasoa for riving.

The second Sabbath in December is our
forelgn mission day. Last year we raised
$154. This year, when the offering was
counted, we found it amounted to $307,
almost exactly double the amount of last
year. How was it done ? Our plan was as
follows =

1. Distribution of literature. The Board
seot us leaflets (three sets) and envelopes.
Two weeks before the taking of the offering
one set was distributed through the pews.
Others were handed the people as they
passed from prayer meeting. The children
bad stories, the older folks facts, and some
patticularly strong arguments were put
where they would do the most good.

2. A prayer meeting was devoted en-
tirely to the subject. It was a good service.
Persons were seen and urged to attend. The
room was full. A aew map spoke cloguent-
ly of the world’s spiritual destitation. Our
best talkers presented phases of the work.
A choir of young people sang speclal selec-
tions and touched our. bearts, Prayer was
uousually fervent.  The meeting had to be
extended beyond the hour,

3. The Misslobary Committee of the
Endeavor Society held a meeting to arrange
for an Endeavor offerlng. Specially pre-
pared cnvelopes were distributed two weeks
beforc the day of offering, and members
were urged to drop in a plece of money
every day. This meeting was largely one
of prayer, and  as they kuelt before Goda
blessing came upon them.

4. Au all-day offering, morning, after-
noon and night. As the collection for for-
¢ign missions comes before us but oncea
year, we do not believe in crowding it ioto
one hour. We offer the people a chance to
give more than once, We let them see the
session is in earnest. We aim to get a2l we
Lan,

5 Av offerlpg from all organizations—
church, Sabbath-school, Y.P.S.0.E., Junior
Endeavor and Pansy Band. The gifts of
the Women’s Board are sezparate. The
amount was put on the blackboard of the
Sabbath-school once during tbe day and
announced from the pulpit, so the people
could know how the offering was golng.

6. The Ligh-water mark reached was not
without sacrifices. One young mana miil
onder-foreman, madz a sacrifice of a pros-
pective pleasure upon which his heart had
been sct, and literally gave all that he had.
Oae member gave a much larger sum than
asual in memory of a deceased sistzr,

Sogladis the church over the thing
which Ged has put it into their hearts to do,
that they look forward to the time when
they will go still higher.

Results : (1) Blessedness : 1 Chron, 29 :
13, 14 ; (2) Blessing : Matt. 3 : 10.

In San Luis Potosi, Mexico, a most diffi-
cult field for Protestant work, two colpor-
tears of the American Bible Soclety re-
cently sold ome day fifty Bibles, Testa-

:emsaud portions in two streets of the
ty.

THE CANADA

NOTES.

The English Baptists have now planted
a station within ten miles of Staniey Falls
on the Upper Congo.

After four years’ labor the North African
misston of the Baptist Ohurch has received
its first convert in Egypt.

The increase of Protestant Christians In
China every yearis about 5,0%0, aodthe
present number is above 70.000.

The Uganda misslon of Central Africa
is less than twenty years old, andin its
earller years passed through hottest fires of
persecution. Last year the number of con-
verts received was 2,921.

Three new (-inslations of the Bible are In
progress in India, respectively Intd the
Hindi, Hindustaal and Panjabl laoguages.
The Bible has been translated wholly into
fifteen Indla languages, and partly into forty-
six more.

The nurses’ training school at Kyoto
which now passes wholly into the hands of
the Japanese, has proved an eificient evan-
gelizing agency, There have been seat out
seventy-five nurses, only one of whom has
graduated without being a professiog Chrls
tlan,

% Dle, but don’t deny the Lord,” said a
mother in Oorfa to her two sons during the
 assucre in that city, while mee with drawn
swords, ready to cut them down, demanded
that they should acceptthe Moselm falth.
They ware firm, and were immedlately
slain.

In Great Britain and Ireland there are
twelve women's missionary societies, sup-
portlng 770 female workers in foreign Gelds,
38 of these being medical workers. These
societies reach 20 different couatries, em.
ploy 2,000 natlve workers, and bave over
60,000 girls and women in their schools.

The report of the mission among the
higher classes in Cbina, Rev, Gilbert Rczid,
Pekin, director, shows considerable prog-
ress. The work differs from any other
being done in China, and its opportuaities
are fast increasing, many of the leading
officlals in Pekin having shown themselves
friendiy to it.

The Woman's Occidental Board of For-
eign Missions reports excellent work being
done among the Cbinese women and girls
of San Francisco and other cities of the
Pacific coast. Many of these girls return
to China with a knowledge of and hope in a

better life. The house-to-house work
has resulted in the conversion of many
women.

The spirit of missions is the spirit of
sympathy, of self-denial and of service,
which is only another way of saying that it
is the Spirit of Christ. The church must
bave the spirit of missions it it would be His
church. The church, which is His body,
must be a llving organlsm, not a withered,
lifeless trunk. It can maintain its life only
by seeking to extend it into the lifeless
world.—7T. C. Smith, D.D., in Herald and
Presbyter,

The Rev. Dr. Scott, after a long life of
service as a Christian missionary in Iudia,
reviews in the Baptist Missionary Herald
the present condition of that country. Io
his opinion the outlook was pever so favor-
able as now, for these reasons: Caste is
breaking down ; the poor are coming up;
the people are broadening out; Christ is
honored more ; Christian missions are suc-
ceeding ; the native church is taking hold ;
all feel it is worth the effort.

Medicine opened Korea to missionary
work and has occupled 2 most important
place ever since. Schools closelg followed
apd held the respect and the endorsement
of the people. There aré at the present
time the following missions at work In
Korca: TDTresbyterian, North, twenty;
Presbyterian, South, eler Australian
Presbyterian, four; Baptist, A. T. Gordon's
Church, five ; Methodist, twenty-four ; Angli-
can twelve; Independeunt, four—total
eighty,

PRESBYTERIAN.

Woung People’s Dovietivs,

CONDUCTED BY A MEMBRER OF THR GRNERAL
ASSEMRLY'S COMMITTRR.

A CANADIAN GIRL'S LETUER

Mrs. Dr. S. E. Clark's challenge in the
Go'dc:t Rule—** How is it girls ? Do you pre-
fer young men that are a little fast? " bas
brought back a whole bevy of letters. This
one is from a solid Canadian girt ;:—

¢ Dear Mrs. Clavk : You ask if we gltls
prefer * fast youog men’ Now I am one of
the girls who does not prefe them; how-
ever, I am just turned thirty, and no doubt
some would call me an *old mald," though I
do not {eel like ooe by any means, When I
became a Christian,—and that was when 1
was about elghteen years old,—I resolved to
marry only a Christian,

“The *good ' young men [ have known
are few and far between, Ilive ina small
town where most of the young men are * fast,’
I am told that I shall never be married be-
cause I do not attend dance partles, etc., but
I consider I am better siogle than married
to one not a Christian, I know there are
good men in the world. Ifsucha one does
not see fit to fall in Jove with me, I am con-
tent to remaln slogle the remainder of my
life, belleving it 1s God's will, and trusting
I may spead and be speat in his service.—
D. S M

THE TABLES TURNED

¢ Deay Dr. Clark : 1 see that Mrs, Clask
has many answers from ycung ladies, who
all most solemuly assure her that they have
no regard for fast young mep, and wish to
have nothing to do with them. Now [ think
it is fairto turn the question around, and
ask why it is that maay youag men that pro-
fess to be Christians give Christian girls the
go-by, aod daogle around flighty, flirty
damsels, ‘summer girls,’ ‘1ock maidens,’
and all that class.

‘“ These may not be bad girls, but they
certainly do unt give promise of belng future
helpraeets to an earaest young man. With
many of these young men a pretty face,
without any character behind it, or a ¢ fetch-
ing’ rloglet, or even a smart gown, seem to
couat for more than character and common
sense and good health and all the cardinal
virtues.

‘* Now do not think from this letter that
I am a sour old mald.’ I have just turned
twenty-three, and have not had any serious
heart affairs ; but Icaonot help keeplog my

eyes open, and I see what [ see. Your friend,
J. R P"

THE TWO WATER BARRELS

The other day 1 noticed two water
barrels. Oae was set under a spout which
led from the troughs that ran aloag the eaves
of a house. The other was set uuder a
spout which led from a spring up on the
side of a neighboring hill. The one was
filled by fits and starts ; it was sometimes
empty, and sometimes {ull to overflowing.
The other was filled by the steady flow of a
small stream ; {t was never empty, and never
too full. Most church treasuries are like the
former, with the exception that they are
seldom full to overilowlng ; the mopey that
does happen to come into them comes by
fits and starts. All church treasuries shouid
be like the latter ; filled by the steady flow
of systematic giving. Then they wontd
never be empty, there would ba plenty and
peace for all.—Rev. W. Shearer, in Endea-
vor Herald.

¢ In running your engiae along the busy
highway of life do not keep gour hand on the
lever that applies the air-brakes; your
friends and your epemles will attend to that ;
keep your hand on the lever that applies the
power,” said a speaker., The air-brakes
check the wheels. Checks and hindrances
enough there will be, must be, without our
magnifying them by our apprehension and
lack of faith, Friends will bid us pause for
pleasure, Euvemies will tell us that our work
is useless, apd that we may as well stop.
Our own doupts and fears will often lay thetr
bands on the brakes. Butthe ¢ lever that
applies the power” is a reasonable purpose
and trust in God.—Forward.
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GETTING THE MOST OUT OF TUE
BIBLE,

REV. W, S, M'TAVISH, D, DESERON.O.

Sept, 0.~Deut,vi ¢ 1-9.

If we say that much of the Bible reading
of this agz counts for little, we think the
statement wijl not be disputed. This is not
the fault of the Bible, but of the reader. To
get the best results in anything we must use
It as the author or designer intended it
should be used ; and if we would enjoy satls.
factory results from our study of the Bible,
we must make a proper usc of it. Some
read the Bible as an antiquarian looks
around an old curlosity shop—to find odd
things. Others read it as the soldier would
inspect an armoty—to provide himself with
ammunition with whichto vanquishanenemy.
Every insplred word is profitable tor doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction and for in-
struction In righteousness ; but it must be
used as the Holy Spirit designed it should
be, else it will not be profitable.

When we sit down to study the Bible,
let us hold fast the conviction that it 1s God’s
truth, God's Word unchanged has ever
stood. More firmly than a rock this teuth
shall stand. *‘ Heaven and earth shall pass
away but My word,"” says Christ, * shall not
pass away.” The king of Israel ran his
peukaife through the copy which he had in
his hands, and maay of the enemies of God
and His Charch have been trying to run
penkaives through His Word ever since, and
to throw it into the fire; but it has come
down to us uninjured by the koife ot the
critic or the fire of the persecutor. .

We cannot make the most of the Bible
unless we remember that it was written for
our instruction and admonition. If, whean
we open our Bibles, we have the impression
that this injunction was meant for one, and
that for apother who lived three thousand
years ago, that this exhortation was intended
for a man in Jerusalem, and that for another
in Egypt, we shail derlve but little beuoefit
from our study. We should bear in mind
tbat the thiogs which weie written alore-
time wete written for our learning and that
the iocidents recorded in the Bible were
given as examples for the proper orderiog of
our own walk and conversation. Io the
same connection, let us aot forget that the
Word was intended 1o meet the needs
of the soul., Are we young believers?
Then it is the sincere milk (1 Pet, ii, 2),
Are we more advanced Christians? Then
it is strong meat. Are we in darkaess? It
enlightens. Are we in need of instruction ?
It builds ap, or iostructs {Acts xx: 32).
Arc we 1 perplexity? It s intended to be
our guide. Are wecastdown? Itcomforts.
Are we in need of sanctification ? It sancti-
fies (John xvii: 17).

Again we shoutd bear in mind that we
must have sptritual illuminatica before we
can derive much benefit from the study ot
God's holy oracles. The same Spirit who
inspired the sacred peoman to write the
Word must enable us to understand it, else
our study will be in vain. No learniog,

howcver great, no equipment, however com-
plete, wili compensae for the lack of this
illumination by the Spirit. The Spirit must
breathe upon the Werd before its truths are
revealed. :

We shall find it a distinct advantage to
memorize select porttoos of the Bible. The
recollection will be strengthened ; a better
command of our Eoglish language will be
obtained ; we shall have sometbing sub-
stantial upon which to meditate when we are
alone ; we shall be better prepared to meet
temptation, and also unsonnd views of re-
ligion ; above all, we shall be better equip-
ped as Christian workers for our prayers
will be enriched and our ability to teach will
be enhanced by the memorizing of the
choicest portions of the Bible.

Finally, we should practise what we
kaow. ¢ Be ye doers of the Word and not
hearers only, deceiving your own selves”
(James i : 22). Cbrlst likened the man who
heard the Word but did not reduce it to
practice in ais life, to a mas who bullt his
house upon the sand. But the man who not
only heard but practised was likened by Him
to the wise man who built his house upon
the rock. Better for us it we never saw a
Bibla.



