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EASTERN GENERAL AGENT.
Mit.. W~AimTtit Kpatit-cîr înnny yenîs an esîccrned elitet

aitaut Clîurch-isîlîc thly ituîî,urîzetd agcnt for TtixLA.Ni)A
PnZSIYTIEkîA.1. lie witI ,culicct uuistuinting ncccuînis, ant,
talie nanics ci ncw suttscril)ers. Fljeods arc iîîviîcd to give
any assistance in thcir puCt1 Mî Kerr in ail flic congre-
gations hce may visit.

TORONTO, WLI).MýSI)AY', NIAV la. 1587.

A iiiLIt. lias bcen introtuccd for tlic retieani o tie
Sr.ott Act. Trht nover.antIseco)nder rcprcsciit riduîmgs
ai couinties that have adopîci tlisc Art. Tliere is jusu
onet hing about ttîis attack abmat ive adire, anti tabat
one-tiîing is talc straighttforward, tbo've-ho.ird way
in iviichî it is ,made. Ilitlierto a!ssats on the
Act have, for the uiost paît, been matie in a snetakîog
manner. If an atteinpt as ta bc miade ta repient ar
change the Act, by at mnais ict it be itiade in open
daylight so that evcrybody can sec %vial is gaing an.
A vîgoraus dîscussioa of thie tîhole question, %whcn
the question is squarety before tht llouse, cannot do
harrn. If the Scott Act cannat bcar dliscussiont, then
it is ai litthe use, ant iIna>' as wveil be repealeti. W'hat
the public want is an hîoîest presurntation ai the facts
on bath sides. Is the Act tloing gond, or is it alit ?
Should il, or shtîaud it not, be rt:-adop.ed ini those
cousnnes in wlitch il n'as passeti mearly thrcc ycarsaigo ?

Ve (Io flot bieve tabat a iîjorîty in titase coulntses
are wilting 10 go back ta a lîceitte law.

Tim I'resbyterian Ciitî:ctî ai the Unnited States
raiseti $780,000 hast Ycar for Vaîcign 'Missions. Of
this splendid sunai the Wnntan's Board contrîbuteti
over 5248,ooo. Truls' this is niagititiccot giving. Wc
don't wondcr tbat aur staiti aid cantemporary, tlic
New York Evangelisi, has ta relieve its penr-up feel-
ings by a quoration front ont af tht Psalnî,. flucanr
compositions are ait very weti for ordinary occasions,
but when over ilirce-quarters oi a million toniîes -il for
Foreign «Missions, an orthtodax inan has.- go ta the
inspireti odes for samsetî1iîg tu express his feelings.
Wc extenti aur lttaity coflg-atui.itionb, and, though
making predictionis a i cry uncertaisn kiîîd cf busi-
ness, venture ta say abat i. sun. wilt soan be
up ta ont million. And )et dite are people ivhu say
tlint Caltinisin is tiying- or det:il- ceeialiy in tht
Unitedi States !President Lincoln n%.t once totd that
General Grant %%:as drirtkiiig hteasil> atl thic front.
ITell nie," saiti thie I'resident, " it iknt ai liq.jor

Grant takes, so tinat 1 ina> senti s!.îie ta tht ctier
generals." Tell us the marainer in %l hmsl Civinisin as
ds'ing in tise Unitedi States, s0 that ail tht other
Calvinistic Churches nîay begin dying tacs.

MANs' anti severe limet been tIme densunciations ai
what as cateti orthmodox bigou-y. It sctin ta be for-
gotten by those wha tietiglit un denuicing the bige-
t-y that santie orthodox people dispiay ahat their wca-
pants can ea..îly bc turnieti againsr tlîeintetes. The
D avho boasts about lit!, liberality in rc-ligious mat-
rers is flot unfrcquenuhy the inost ituberai otan in the
corunjîs't. The so-calîcd ire-thiaiker as quite ulten
the fi-st ta refuse freedoni ai t'.ought ta others. This
point is wetl pi t by Mr. E. .'. Vu hîppte, a proîmnent
Uniterian an tht oller sud, ai the tint

If there caos bc anything role hatut than tise stupidcst
fatins ai supetstiious bigorry, it is the suuokancc ai the
hetrodox: bigot, who niale's inucllec&ual antn ta certain
negatiait% the test oat cligious chiaracter. An itlibtîrat
Il iberat " Christian is ane ai the niait ctcasperating ai ail
faciuics; for his fanaticlîni is bast-d an what hc cails Lis
reasdns, andi bc ignares cvcry tact af deep rehigiaus experi-
ence.

lligotry and n.irroî%ness, are tnlov~iy enougb in any.
body, but they aie specialty hanteful in a mani who
plumes hiniseli on his Mienality, and dencunces atler
pieople foir being narrow andi bigoteti. A so.c;tllcd
Illiberat"i in rcligian is samietirnes the bitterest of fana.
tics, just as a boawling Radical in politics is sminctimces
a hide-botinti Toryntba.

1 l is very dcsirable, ira the prescrnt state af public
opinion, tiait tlic action takien last week by the lPtes.
bytcry or Toronto on thc overture fira the Session
af Cookc's Cliurch shauld bc dibtinctly uandersiod.
l'le Il>rsbytery %vas asked ta make a new terni of
communion, aint reised ta do se. Toeoncis nt ask
thc General Assembly ta enact, that no one in any
way connecteti witlîflic tiquer triJiiic can bc a incis-
ber iii full communion witli flie Chut-ch is ta make
conditions af imenbership that Christ llimiself did
not îîîakc. *'The Presbytcry simpty refuset ta go bc.
ý-nnd the Scripturcs in laying dowvn tcrins af coin-
ilît'nion. This refusai wviII > -~e di«rcrntly by
diffTrent pcrenins. A mnan %viselias aia regard for dt
Srrip:ures wuuild probably say flic lrcsbytcry's
artion encourages drunkenncss. A mian %vio con.
sitiers the Ctîurch af Gad as mutch the sanie kind of
organization as a temperance sacieuy. and wha looks
lapon Gnd's %Vord in match the saine lighit aF lie lanks
upon the constitution af any tran-miade society, cari sec
no rensont why the terms of comimunion iniglit nat be
changed. A inan whoft _s the Scriptures as thse only
iniallible raite af faith and practice, and wlîo believts
fat Christ, «and Christ atone, has autharity ta miake
thc conditions on which tr.en shauld conte tn l s table,
wilt certiinly say that the action af the Plresbytery
was scriptural, and, because scriptural, righ:. There
was fialother course open ta flic lresbytery, tsor is
thcrc any cilher open ta any Church or Church court
abaat takes Gad's Word as ils anis' guide.

MR. W'ILLIMt O'BIiREN nm.-y bc a cleverwriter and
an cloqîucnt speakers but hie has vcry le judgment.
WVere ttc a wilI-balanced inan hie woutd not came ont
hcrc ta attack the Governor-Genserat for allegeci
harshness to his tenants. It lias flot been shnwn that
Lard Lansdawne is a harsh landinri. Hue may be
uniortunate cnough ta have harsh agents, but even
that has flot been shawn. Anyway, we Canadians
have nothing ta do with Lord Lansdowne's private
affiirs. Turning the Canadian people against himi
would accomplisix noa good purpase, even if it cutd
bedone. And.Nlr. WVilliam O'Brien cannot do it.
Lard Lansdowne is not attowcd ta repty ta Mr.
O'llrien, andi the Canadian people witl nlot turn
against ans' mian untit lie has had an opportunity ta
deicnd himself. Mr. O'Blrien has no comrnton sense.
We witl sanr know how many Canadians there are
wha are just as senseless as Mr. O'Brien. Every
otan wha interferes with hum sa long as he dues not
break the 1w.. , every mnan who attacks hlm, or tries
ta prevent him front speaking, may be wratten down
as hav :ng as tittie sense as INr. O'Brien himsetf. Let
h;nt came and go in silence, as Blob Ingersoit was
aliav.ed ta came andi go. We sbotild be sari-y ta se
it praveti that we have any considerable nuinber af
people in this country whose upper smortes in te coin-
mon sense department are as poorly furnisheti as Mr.
O'Brien's. If ans' nuniber ai people succeeti in piri-a.
ing that they have as batte sense as Mr. O'Brien, atid
have at the samne tine riante ai his abîlîts', thes' watt not
do themrselvcs a kindness.

li mnust flot assumeti, because the I>resbyterian
Church refuses ta make total abstinence or any con-.
nection îwhatever with the lîquar traffic terrms of coin.
muniap, that it is lest. opposcd ta the. drinking
customns ai society tisait an>' other. As a ma.ter of
tact, there are coin paratively few persans eon<aged in
the liqu9r bus-in,,ss in the memnbersliip of the Church.
The mode ustuahty adopted by Sessicns was wclt stated
by Professor McLaren, in the Preshyters' af Toronto,
the othcr day. The Professnr is thus repartd.

Rev. Dr. M4act'ýn said hie would finti il vers' dîfficui ta
remain a nimber of any Church which addeid tu the sýcrip.
aurai ternis af communion. Il they coulti find in the Scrip.
turcs an> authorit;- for addimg the condition ai totat abstin-
ence, or the contiion af flot engaging in the liquar basintsî,
then by at treaits lct theni add such conditions. lie
thought the) s-tuIld use moral 'suasion and argument on
mensbers af thtir Church who wcre s0 engaged, tailher than
such harsh nietsures as tbis proposeti. That we the plan
lie hati adoptcd duraig hais twenty years' pastorale, and it
Lad been gencralty succcssiut

That is ttic plait îîsuatty adapteti ly Sessions, anfi
wlien faithfuhly stnd kindîs' carried out it nearly always
succeetis. Andi, by the wvny, il requires inuch more
grace andi gaad judgment ta wark an ts plan thans
ta carry ont harshi inensures. Anybody can sit in a
Session, anti dràxw tais pen tîtrougli a niante? or refuisse
an application for mncnîbership. To convinacea man's
judgtnent and canscieu'ce that lie ought ta change lîs
business or lais c.onduct is a match higlicr andî better
kinti ai work. Nincty-nine tianes out o a i tundred
tîte mi isaihs <teait wiîti wviI change bis business, or
willîdraîv (rom tlic Clturchi if ttc is in il, or tais appli-
cation if lie is flot in it. lit citiier case ýtht end is
gainced.. Thiere is gcnceratty a %way ai daig these
things vithout îîîakiîg tcrins oi commuînion flint
Christ neyer adce.

CRI iSTIA4N UNION.

Ti;k question af a larger and mare comprehen-
sive union ai Evangelicat Clturches thans any yer
ach.iieveti is graclu.-iIy caiîng ta the front. Flic fers.
tienct.> oîarti unity ai arganizatiati us becoming
broad and deep. Tîtere us evers' appearance flint the
grawîng sentiment in favaur ai suiclt a naivemnt wilI
contintfe tonatvance. As ta the prîncîple ai a united
Cttristcndoi, thîcrt is no rcat difrcnce of apinirn.
Against flte duuy and desiraîbil'ty ai such a substantial
unity ai faith the mu<sa invcucrate sertiury lias tnat a
word ta uatter. The chosiîg sai tttfie Chîristian ranks
for ttîe consquest af the worlid îs acknowlcdgcd ta. be
excecdingly desirable. Tite essential aneness of the
Christian Cliurcli is gcneratts' canccded, and that the
visible mnanifestatiaon afils unity fartais a part ai
oui- Lard's iîtasi soleinns interccssory prayer is de.
vt'atly recognizeti by et'er> Chîristiani lîeart. Chrîs.
tinal union in the abstract is accepteti witiout dispute,
anti auong the v'arions branches ai the Churcl' the
spirit of unity is tectiving practical recognitioni.
The perception ai truthi and the recognition ai duty
aire not such difficulr accamplishînents as somne are
dispascd tu imiagimne. Tite difficulty lies in bringing
truth ias -action, ant i naking tiuty, flot inclination
anti prejudice, aperative in the affiaits of every-day
liue. Tte discord betîteen betief anti practice flnds cî-ys-
tailized expression in. tîte provcrbs ai many peoples.

Tite significan;,. aîîd topeiulness ai tht prescrnt
tendencs' toward the reuiin af Chrîstendoms appear
when ir is nacedati ht aus flot confineti ta any ont
section ai the Christian Church. 1 finds a more or
less cordial response evers'where. Ir gives nto in-
dication tlint it is the outgrawttt ai narrow anti selfish
fears, natural in flit case ai Cîturches that are las-
ic.; grouant, whicch in hope ai prescrving their vita!
ity are prepareti ta wetcome absorption rathbr
ttain extincton~. l'le g-eau hîîsioric: Churches,
hîtherto atmost exclursive in their laims, anti fulhy
cansciaus in their apparent sccurity, are talring a
pranmissent part in urging iorwvarti a movement in
wlîiclt îast passîbilîries are involî'cd. Using the
terins mn an ecclesuastical, flot in a polîtîcal, sense,
the niost conservative branches ai the Church as
ivell as thie most radical are vieing with each othier
in their encouragement ai a movement mn favour ai
Christian union.

The happy results following tht incorporatîng
uiions, that in recent V'ears have been accoin-
ptislied, have atidet i ntensils' ta tht tiesire for a
larger consolidation af the Lliurches. In tht ca-
lier days of the Secession Church in Scoilanti the
tcndency for a rime was in the direction af minute
division and subdivision, tilti saine in facetiaus
niood werc disposeti ta accept the earty histary of
that brancha af Presbytcrianism as a fair illustration
ai the divisibility af nitter. In duc. time, howt'er,
conscience without Ioýsiiig tenderness gained in en-
lîghtensment, anti Christian charity began .to be more
patent than pragmatîcal suspicion, anti in tinte sinaîl
Churches coaiesccd, santlt now Preshyterian Scotlanti
is represented by thrte distinct organizations. Suc-
cessive efforts have been matie ta bring these more
ciosely together, anti in aIl these Churches many arc
sanguine that the fimie is flot far distant whcn the
barriers now separating them will be removeti.
lucre, in Canada, experiniental union has wrought
mast satisiactoriiy. Olti people have their carly(
,recoliectans anti kindly mentories ai the section ci
the Prcsbyterian Church ta which in carlier yearà
they belonged, but it wauld bc hard ta find the ex-
pression ai a prefèrence for a rcrurn ta thic farmner
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