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TORIONTO), WLEPNIFSI sý' l-LuIl{AIJti 4, ISSS5.

A.moNu tue contributions titis ss-egk rentiers iii (mid
inl' eresting paliers (roaît our corresp>ondecnt in 1 falit.ax,.
&N. S., iii the extremute cast, anti front sinotîter iii New'
Wecsttmnster, Bl. C., iti the ctrcite We'st oflte Joniin-
ion. Nexi weel, nc bli-.l give anotiier of 'r i vs aid-
istrable lcîlers troain lte Europeaît continenit. andi a
thottghîfrtl pajmer ott " Christian t nity," b>' Professor
ýCharles Elliott, 11.1)., liie or tie rTheologicai Scîninary
uf lte Nortli-%'csm, and( transiator of tce Miutor P'ro-
plicts for the Etîgiish edîtion of L-aîtge's Comnîentary,
anta a lcîler (roait aur on correspontdent iii Momtreal

A CORRFSa DENT»ri Writcs ta tc Inierictr stating
that at a coutgrcgatîonai meetintg lielt for busir.-ss
purposes th-- pastor in tue chair, an citier tentierei lits
resignation. The pa.stor retîtonstraitedti iiiîton tli
grotti-at least sa sa>'s time correspondenit- that ltme
office n'as f'or lific anti dcclitet ta, put the questin to
the meceting. 'l'lic resîgnalion svias n'iitdran'n. The
correspondent n'ishes ta know if the citier hati a right
to resig.'riteIki' utwr iu

The chier haci the righmt mn offer Ii' rasigaion, anti t-, in
sist upo ilts rccplman. Ilis office kcing for lire na ntore'
requüiteS i,mnit u serve in the saie congregation, ihan ilime
inisct ial ufficc, being f'or lire, tec9uares a innuter mu

preach al hi-- tife i' sae--ie cçnngrtlgatiun. A uitimtt
inay reitain mn a congregamion andti>c have no officiai rein
taons (0 al. bo înay an cmdcr.

Umîiess lte constitutionî anti pracuice of the Presby-
terian t.-burch across the lines at-e différent trouin ilîse
of the majority of l>resbyte?'an Citurches, tue eider
li ia riglirta rcsign 1/ern'. Ie simouii htave tendereti
bis resignation ta the sessîi of wvhich lie ivas a inciii-
ber. Is tue practîce dîfcrc t 'î our neiglibours or
is the gencral a.d. îvîtte-aw.ike Iiiirz'or tîapping ?
Event Ilainer useti ta nod occasionaliy.

AtuE\N'rs of vanlous kintis ahounti at Itis
season ofîtc ye-ar. Many gooti people arc teunpted
ta sa>-, 'ia ibeir hastc, flot that "aijl men ire liai-s,l' as
David saiti, but that ai mnen have becoune foolisb.
The pastor recats litat a huntireti couples attendeti
somne bail, tîtat the skating rink w-_ cron'dcd, or even
other kintis of amtusement n'eu patrunizeti ; lie k;:owr
that thert n'ere nat fifty people at tic prayer mieeting,
ant ie fées bati. Probabl>' he is injudicious enougli
ta scolti thme good souls %%--ho came to pray because
their number is fiai larger, just au; if those tievout
people whio came to pray sltouit be punisieti for the
s'ins of those wvho reinaineti away. But there is a
ituge fiiacy untierlying most oif the comparisons
miade by ininisters between reiigious meetings anti
gatiierings at places of aun .scmttcnt. Thiý bail com-
piaineti about is heiti but once a >'ear, pcritaps only
once ini severai, ycars, anti couiti not bie repeated
every n'cek,, if tue weckily repetition içere ta sai'e
lte lives of ilmose present. T1oronto is rarcly
able ta support tn'o theatres-TIoroutto supports per-
itaps a hundreti ciîurchcs. None of aur smnailer
cities anti towsns can af'ord ta keecp a iientre-thcy
ail support ntany churches. The coufiparisan between
a vigorous wivliaendcti church anti any place of
amusement, if fairiy madie, is altogetber in favour of
lte cburch, %vhether you consider the attendance or
the mncy paid, flot ta speak, of tlic chai-acter and
stand;ng of tue people .ît bathr places. Anti yct hasîi
often are the facts itde t0 convey quite the opposite
impression. Brethren, bc careful hoîv you belittie
your. oivn cause an.1 Chtrisi ts.

US'DoUTÏrEDLV ont oif the causes that ]ed ta time
break down of the aid sc.heme for supplying vacancies
n'as, thc smail suin patid te probattoners. The mnini-

niutn as ivc believe $8 lier Sabbalh, andi it is quilC
flir to .assuime that tilts %uni wW; nt rilivys recred,
andi iot always paiti. A single tian tnighit live on,
ciglit or ten dollars lier wvcck anti pay his raiilvay tirc
but it was ahtogellier tue simili te pay travelling ex-
penses andi support a fanilly. Even a fhmnily miighît
ccist on $Soo a 1yeir--etist we do not say live-if
thcre içere nu travelling cxpcnses. But when tiîc
hieat of duit fâmiiy has tu travci in threc maudis
train Sarnia Plrcsbyîcry ta lamiltion Presbytcry, then
ta P'eterborough, andi Kingston, andti thn bat.k per-
linps tu Barrie anti Bruce, anti la> out inoncy fotrai-
ivay, stage and hiotel fac, by the end if hi.% quarter
tlhcre is lijtie lcfl to support bis wife a1n'i cbildrcn.
Untioubîediy the' Probationcrs' Conii..Ittec madie the
travelling expenses as liih as possible but no con-
milIce can ina ýe an insufficient suii pay trav elling
expenses 'anti su[tport a faiily. WVc frnuki admit
tait WC arc flot sorry the schemne broke down-wc;
woul radlier sec any scbcmce break down titan sec
innocent parties sufl'rr untzr its opcration. If pro-
bationcrs suffcr now tîhey have not a scliemc or a cent-
Ilîîîec ta bllme. 'r tï~.,ust blane te %vitole churclu,
anti the cliturches as a wvhnle must bc reatly t0
acknowkldge titat it cannet devise a proper plan for
brittging probationers andi vacancies topether, One
thing shoniti bu undersîood ail round, and I hat is that
an incrensing numlber of the best fricntis of i'resb>'.
terianisin arc beginning ta think that thec is sorti.
thing radical>' wroiîg witli that part of our sysiemn
whiich provides, or is supposed to provide, for the
supply of vacant congregations anti mission stations.

A CONSII)ERAîii.E ntzmber of reasoniable meni dccline
t0 give the Scott Act their active support because
there is no absolute ccrtainty titat the la%%, if passeti,
would have a ber.eficiai cfl'ect upon society as a %vitle.
Supposing for the sake of argument ive admit the
force uf tii objection andi apply it iii otimer directions.
TI'brc %vas no absolute certainîy sevenîcen ycars ago
tai Confcderauion ivoulti bc a goond tlîing but no one
tienicti that a frce people bati a perfect riglit ta try tue
expcrîînent if they tiîougit prnper Sn Io do. It s flot
b>' ny mens certain duit U'niversity Fetieration nil)
bc itn uninîxeti advantige, but if a large ntajority of
tose ciifly intcrested are anxious te make lie experi-

ment ilicy ceriainly have a riglit ta niake it. !t iras
not clear beyond doubt six years ngo that a change of
tarif' would promote te manterial intecsts of Canada.
The people ticclareti for a change in 1878 anti a
change %vas muatie, nobrdy qucstioning thec righit of a
frec people te make an>' aiterations in tlitir fiscal
pulicy that they thougbît proper. May' we not ask
those people ivbo decline ta support the Scott Ac
because, as they say " it is flot a sure thing,t' wb' lthe>
are flot preparet dcal ivilli that nmeasure as gener-
ousiy as thc people of Canada itsuaily tia wiîlî other
measures timat te niajority titink arc for the public
gooti. It is atitteti on ail iantis that the liquor
îrafftc, is a curse ta the country, that tirunkenness is a
terriale cvii anti tuat i woulti bc e il for Canada if
the traffic weze abolisieti. Undoubtidly a larger
nlajority of te people are in favour of trying prohtibi.
lion as a remedy for titis cvii titan were in favour of
tryng confederaion as a key ta îhe de-d-lock of 864,'or the N. 1>. as a rcmcdy for the hard limes Of t 873.
Then why not try? Arc we' neyer ta pass a nicasure
ofany linti until tiacre is no shadoiv of doubî îhat ail1
ils efi'ects %vill be benefucial ? If so Our pariiamenîary
sessions wiii bc short.

CRIMINA L S TA TIS TICS A4 GA IN.

TIIu, appendix ta the report of the Minister of Agri-
culture for the year 1883, containing the criniinai
statistics, %vas reccntiy issueti. It shows that there
n'as a siight increase over the previous ycar. Attentior
n'as drawn a fcw weeks ago to the cia sifucation anti
number of crimes in the various prsv.nces. We nowv
proccet to notice some other points presentid in titese
returns.

There arc coluinns in thcse statistics giving the
numrbc.- -ho usp, liquors nioterately anti immodcrateiy,
but thc'c is no coiumn giving lthe number of abstainers
accused i u. commission of crime. If these returas
aire complete, if among the 47,141 persons chargcd
wiîh thc zomntission of crime in Cpnada during 1883,
not a single abstainer n'as. ta bc> found, it aflords a
vcry.sOrong argument for lte practicc of temperance.
It is somewhat.remarible-that, ex-cluding the figures
rclating to .'.ccusatiomxs-of drunkennes., andi disorderiy

conuici, lthe alisparil> b'!tseet %voc ito Use liqtuorsq
rnoder.Itlinti iiiiiiideaîecly us by no mentns gi-cal.

l'he ages returneti are, itndcr sixteene9W2 ; sixtemi
atid tinticr lwcenty*onc, 2,753 * tsvent>'.anc andi tnder
forîy, 14,325 ; forty andt over, 7,862 ; not given, 6,455.

As ta etiucaîioîîal stalus te folioviig are tbe
figures :Unabie t0 i-eat or ivrite, 5,178 ; Jîossessing an
CIemu1enîary edtCeation,. 20,969 ; liaving a superiar cdu-
Caltin, 350. Th'ie largesl uttitiber of oficnders wcrc
-'ounti iii the iabouriîtg ciass, being so,îiî8 -. nexi ruine
those citgageaitn commîtercial pursuits, tuuciniig
4,(J'7 ; îtrofesbîonali tî'ctî, of witotn i liee are 332, are
iowest oit lte list. l'ie ituier of tiarricti trans-
gressors ms givcn as i0,155 ; nttlowcd. 1.227 : andl
stigle, 13,870.

Of 1p;.rsons born in Lngiantl anti W~ales, 2,942 %WL'.
t.iargetl nait offences ; Irisht. 4,541 ; Scotch, 1,361
Canadians, -5,045;niitivcsoftlie Ulnited Stales. 1,622:
olher forctgr: counîtrtes, 972 ; otltr Britisht possessionts,
t107.

'rite ortier mn svhichli te relîgious profession of îtce
accuseti is giveti is as foiiows . la.ptists, 658; Romnan
Ir .hoiics, 11,503 <...lîurcit ut Ettgiatd, 41,392 ; Metto-
ttists, 2,, 8 5 , Presbyterians 2,727 ; ltuse slyled ]Iro-
îesî"nîs nuiber 2,o68, anti uncler tite liati of Oliier
l)cnoitt:nat ions, t,.-03 are classîfieti.

When crime in any country' attains great propor-
lions, it growvs wviîh acceieraîiîîg force. Tite sluti> of
rrintinai statistics is not mierci> a mnalter of curiaus
interest. 0f ail mten lthe Chrnistian patriot atît pitil-
nliropist ottght ta gie it kts senious titougit. l-ow
ta hein in this streani of crime anti. if ptossible stop it
ait ils source are probic:tt, ý w niict tian>' of tue bcst
ittintis are tiirecting tier attention. Thcy are worîhy
of ail te îtouigli tiat cani be concentratid upon
tuen. ''ie reg limiation of ahi oiffenders ms a bit-ssed
svork, tiiosgli ta hitunan view ht is fiai particrtiarly
iop'f'ul. E% en in luis difficuit undertaking îlot a little
bas been dont by %oitar) Ciaribtuan effort. Vrison
gale mnissionis arc sptial> deserinîg of couniteutance
and suppert.

Tue greal work, itorcier, mnuài bc donc in conîîec-
tion %vitit >oulg peuple jubt entering an a crimnal
career, nnd surrortnding niîb le.rithiul influences
titose exposedti a great tenîplatiouts. Lari>le un lits
'Model Prisons says soine truc andi forcibie things
about tiiose %%lto are ont the verge of crimttimtal courses.
le bewails the philanthropy itat cotdiles %%rong doers

anti leavvs lthe sîruggling poor wititott beli or pily.
Suire' morc thait is donc nîigiî be attetnpteti in rescu-
ing young critiialins (romt tce grasp of the destroyer.
It would bc wroîtg t0 overloo, lthe efforts tîtade unob-
trusiveiy by many self-dtiying person3 n-li visit jails
aitt prisons, conthxcuing Sunalay Scitools anti Bible
classes, anti holding religiaus services ; but it is a pain-
fui fact, testifietl ta b>' ail ,onversant with the subject,
that froiti want of proper accomnîotiation iti our penal
institutioas, ntuch of titis gooti work is undone by per-
niitting >'oumtg of'cnticrs ta assoriate with lardencti
crîtuinais, soine of whioni deliglur in tîtaking cîhers as
bati as theniscives.

iCinti but firni prisoni discipline, teaciting the prison-
ers trades, anti ctucaîang theni, may do much, but the
grandest of ail] rentedial agencies is the Gospel ofîthe
grace of Gos!. Our reformiatories anti prisons afford
a splendid spîtere for Christian activity. àMany arc
now engageti in the goond work otf Lritîging the Gospel
hitone ia tuent, but their nunîber iniiglit lic iaTgeiy ln-
creaseti. To tue credit of rite autitorities in charge,
cvery facility is afl'orded ta aU ivito desire to do. gooti
ta the ininates of our public institutions.

D YVAil M IE VIL TR .

SINCE, the Irish faminie of ive years ago Ircianti has
been tue best ativertîseti isianti on tItis pianet. Ir, the
name of a sui.rering anti in sorte places a famnine-

,.stricken people, astute politiciins obtaincti tue car of
sympatitsing nations, for îvhcn i-cal distress makes
ain appeai il is neyer permîittedti 1 do s0 in vain.
Heip %'as given by Engianti anti America with no
stinteti hanti. Then tue politicail agitation ivas biown
inta fiante by the so-calleti nationaiist leaders. An
anti-Brîîish pi-c!s in Irelanti anti Amerîca issueti a
succession of luriti editorials anti the emoctional nature
of art emottonal people wvas rouseti to a passianate
heat.

Whatcvcr reai gruevances coulti bu. jiinteti out i-c-
ceiveti a protmpt remnedy. The B3ritish Gùvernrnn
met ail biester anti menace îvith a rentarkablc degrec
of patience anti intpartiality. Wild anti persistent


