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THE immense importance of the Sabbath labour
question in the Untied States is sesn when we be-
come aware that no less than ons million six hundred
thousand of the population are railway employé:
Thess are employed as clerks, enginecrs, conductors,
trainmen, trackmen, freightmen and general labourers,
Besides employés thus engaged there is an army of
telegraph operators and expressmen who must al.
ways work when trains arernaning, Without counting
operators and expressmen one thirty-zecond part of
the population are copnected with the radways, The
real question at issue i3, shall one thirtieth part of
the people bave no Sabbath? \Ve cannot lay our
hands upon the figures at present, but we venture to
assert that the number of railway employes in On.
tario is as large in proportion to our population as the:
number across the lines, 5o far as the rajlways aze
concerned tbe question that may come up for our
early consideration is, shall one-thirtieth of our popu-
lation bave no Sabbath? It must be remembered
t00, that no Sabbath tor the one-thirtieth means no
Sabbath for a very large number of others directly or
indirectly connected with them,

Now is the time for people who never go to church
to raiss a cry against ministers for taking a vacation.
Every season a certain class of writers on the other
side make this cry a part of thelr regular business.
Their stock phrase is that, * The devil never takes a
vacation.” This ts quite true ; and thesz wnters, for
the most part, furnish capital tllustretions of its truth.
The divine Master said, “ Let us go aside and rest
awhile,” but the critics are not so familiar with Him
as with th party who takes no vacation. What dif-
ference does it make to a man whko never goes to
church whather there is service or not? The same

absurdity is seen in other directions, Most ¢f the men
who cry loudly about extravagance in church matters
never pay a cent. If they do pay anything ths
amount is 1o wretchedly small that the expenditure
complained of can make no perceptible difference to
them. A considerable number who cry out about the
tyranny of creeds do not believe in any creed. Men
wh keep no Salbath rail about ® Sabbatism.” Some
of these who coamtend most strenuously against the
eternity of future punishment do not believe in future
punishment at all. Any number of men who never
read the Bible say it 15 a dull book : people who never
hear sermons say sermons are dull.  We hear a good
dealabout the inconsistencies ot Christians ; a volume
on the inconsistencies of sinpers would be a good
thing.

Wy s itchat tn contests between capital and laboar
capital so-oftea winsl' Our reason s that capital is
always betiez organized than labour, if the tele-

graphers of the Lanted Siates and Canada had been as |

well organized last week as Jheu empivyers they aught
have thrown the whole business of th:t ‘~rzt.nent nte
utter confusion in twelve hours. They <A not act as
a anit. “Their employersdid. Capiral was thoroughly
organized as it always is—labour was not. Hereisa
lesson for congregations and mission stations. Other
things being nearly. equal the conp.cgation that has
the best organization will succeed test.  Of two smis.
sior stations otherwise equal, the ona that b 1stha best
organization will grow ‘soonest into a self sustaining

congregation, What we call libenality: in giving is

largely a matter of organisation, Itis quitatrua as
many allego that giviog 1s a good deal a habit. Yes,
but people never learn the habit without organization,
A faw may, but the great body of the people are never
reachad without proper machinery. The congre

gations :u our Church that are noted for their liberality
arg thnse that have had for years an almost perfect
organizatlon for .eachiog tho people segulatly, Mere
blind, unorganired enthusiasm is not worth much,
Politicians knew the walue of organization. They
never trust to the blind 2¢.1 of a few people. They
organize. In these Gays when gush goes for a good
deal people who really desire to see thelr Church pros

per should remember that much cannot be done with.
out organization.

PRESBYTERIAN UMION IN NEW
ZFALAND.

BOSSU ET constructed what ha firmly believed war

a telling argument against the churches of the
Reformation in his “ History of the Vailations of tho
Protestants.” The argument has ofter been confront.
ed with the facts that, within the fold of the, Rumish
Church, the so-called union is inainly mechanical.
Divergencles of opinion are repressed by the iron band
of authorl.y, The variations of Cathelic opinlon are
just as numercus as are thoze of Protestants, only the
former aro latent while the latter invariaoly find ex-
pression. Again the diuicrences among Protestants
have been very much exaggerated, Ua tho great
essential doctrines of Christianity thers s substantial
agreement, The real spiritual unton underlying
ecclesiastical divisions is slowly but surely growing in
strength and influence,  Itis becoming more apparent,
The progress of events s sepplying a conspicuons
refutation of the distinguished ecclestastic’s triumphant
argument in favous of Roman unity based on the
Variations of Protestantism.

Uaolon among vartous branches of the evangehical
church is growing in popular favour. Convicticns as
to the duty of seeking its attainment are deepening
in the minds of earnest workers throughout the

churches. This is one of the hopeful 3igns of out |

ume. The Presbytenans in the Uaned Siates Afiecen
years since bealed the schism tkat divided <he Old
and the New Schocl Churches. The antagonism of
fecling between the Presbyterians north and south
intensified by the slavery question and what came of
it, has now almost subsided, and the fraternal relations
conw.t «3g which so much has becn heard lately will
to all appearance soon Icad to happy results.  Scarce.
ly a doubt is now entertained of the consummation of
unlon among the Methodists of Canada. The feeling
in favour of it Is strong, and a declsive vote approving
of the basis of aniun has been cast,

The Presbyterian churches In New Zealand are at
present camestly considering the question of a cor-
porate unlon. The latest nuraber received of the
“ New Z-aland Presbyterian,” published in Dunedin,
wor!l encourage the inference that the timae 11 not far
distant when the Presbyterians of New Z-aland will
foim a antted church. There are obvicus difhculties
to be overcome, but they are by no means insurmount-
.able. Thereis not a single expression to indicate
that ary objection to the principle of union bas been
grped during the consideration of the question. The
obstacles are &'’ i the minor kind. They will dis-
appear befors the eamest desire for anion which pre-
vails in the ckurches of New Zealand. There do not
seem to be any diffi uliies of a doctrinal nature, or
questions of ecclesiastical pality impading the progress
ot disturbing the barmony of the unlon negotiations.

une of the sbitacles in the way of union refcrred to
is geographical. The Presbylerian Church of New

Zealand mnclu.-cs the Nonh Island and the Noniihen |

provinces of tke South lsland, and the Presbyterian
Church of Otago and Scuthiand is confined to the
sothein poi..on of the Soath Island.  Coeke's sirau, |
forty miles wide, s¢pacates the two islands, Thisarm

not. Patience and forbearance will soon bring about
a barmontous method of action in this particular,
Then there are differencesof opinion as tothe manner
in which Church extsasion can ha best promoted,
whether by one or mose Assemily committees, The
wisdom of the brethren in New Zealand may betrust.
ed to dsvise a plan by which this mportant part of
Church work may be efficleaily accomplished, There
is, howeves, & problem to be solved before these
chutches unite which requires much attsutlon. The
southern Church owns valuable properties managed
by trusiees appolnted by the Synod. The Jegal
authotitles could no doubt render effective aid in the

-sctilement of this matter in such a way that ft wil'not

interfery with the good feeling and barmonious actlon
ofthe raited Church,

# ppearances are certainly favourshle to the early
acc smplishment of a cordial and complete reunion of
thess distant members of the Presbyterian family.
Their influence and resources will be largely increased
by following the obvious path of duty, It will add to
their efficlency in all departments of Christian wotk
and usefuluess, and inspire <hem with the hope of a
most promising future. The consummatlon of the New
Z-:aland unjion may bs expected at no distant date.

INTERVIEWING ON THE SABBATH
NUESTION.

Om Sabbath week several of the Toronto ministers

preached on one of the prevailing evils of the day
—Sabbath desecration, It is worthy of remark that
those who make a habit of criticising the utterances
of the palput find fault with clergymen for not preach.
ing to thetimes.  {t 13 more than insinuated that there
ts moral cowardice in avoiding tha explicit denunci.
ation of populsr evils. When, however, a minister
speaks out boldly and without ambiguity on somesub-
sect of immediate practical importance several of these
very crittcs are outspoken in their disapproval of the
opinions ¢xpressed. not 50 much Lo answer tochallenge
as in obedience to the dictates of conscience and a
sense of duty.

One of the principal Toroato jiurnals gave in s cote
umps outline reports of the discourses on the Sabbath
questicn preached on the day preceding, and thea
next day sent thyinevitable interviewer on his mission
of inquiry to ascertain the views of those who were
for the most part Indisposed to insist on a proper
observance of the day of iest. Ths benefits of the
intesrviewing business are vot transcendant. The
obvious defects of the invention more than counter
balance the limited 2dvantages of which it is supposad
to be possessed. As a form of newspaper enterprize,
it is all very well In its place. This Is about all that
it is good for. As bitherto conducted it fails to give
anything like a satisfactory impressio. of the opintons
entertained by those whose views ars of much value
to the public. The hasty and crude utterances cfeven
thoughtful men are not specially belpful to the solu-
tion of important practical questions, It sometimes
happens that careful thinkers, when wayiaid by the
interviswer, in the endeavour aot to committhemsalves
fail to give a tangible view of & popalar question, so
that the ordisary reader finds himself pretty much 1o
the same perplexity he was in before; while those
whose opinions amount to little are given with a degres
of dogmatism that bat ill conceals the lack of thought
and intelhigence on which they are based.  Then again
the interviewer, however conscientious in his work, is
bampered by necessary Jimitations, that you cannot
sely on the published accunt of the interview being
anything more than approximately correct.  Thisistoo
often inevitaic, and dous not in the least impugn the
good faith of the interviy xer,

These considesations are to be taken Into account
1o judging the apiniods of public men as expressed
under pressure of the interviewing process. It wonld
be unfaiz to hold-them tesponsible for (he light
wh.gh theur dwughu aro, often presented, Sevenld

of the sea is coasidered by some as a burrier to union, l xa.dnay offials, names. aot ngcn, were ipterrogatd

‘it can hardly be a very formidable one, since the
northern Church even now overleapsit. Easy mesns
of travel are not yet very fully provided in New Z-a-
land, and this enters into the calculations of a few as
to the desirability of union at the present time, In
the rupid march of progress, however, this is an
ob)cctxon that will speedily disappear. Another is an.
economic quesivi o2 which the two-bodies are:not
agreed. I> the south they have a Sustentauon Fund
fo the r-pport of the ministry ; in the north they havo.

as to.thelr views on :he present aspect of Sabbach
labcar. Prominence s givea . their expressions of
opinion, while the men who have o do the Sunday
work were also seen, and though they are tepresented
as. mdicating their preference for Sunday a3 a day of
rest, there is net much spacs wasted on them.

The railway offi-lals, some of them at least, give it

.as their opinton that itisnot greed of gain that impels

them to take the course recens!y adopted in, thematter
of running Sunday traing. It is competition rith



