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ter I admit the applilant to or rejeet hlm frain the
niembenship of the clîurch' P reiy Ouir Ilaptist
rriends wil not go the lcitîgh cf arrog.iing tii powcr
oi discerning a man's spiritual state; epeciailly as
îluey de net believe ln faling froin grare, and iut
admîit that semte who livet been nîiibers oi their
churches werc net believens and rcgcncraîe. niiiinugh
reculved ite tha Cliurch as sîtilu11 Thoc .a..ilnoi part
et the deflnitioti refera flot te the inviiie CIîuir<eb. ciii.
bracing oniy believers and regenciate parins but te
tlîose wlio Ilbave muade a profession cf ihrir Iiii "
ind aubmitted te Immeîîrsion, We de net Intenti te
romment on the 48immersion"I part or tut lulness,
although there la flot a passage ln Ged's Word, from
Geneals te Revelation, whlrh qiys chat anv one went
uinder water whcr, baptized ; nier i thrre n passage
that wouid justlfy the Qza oi IlsubiinissIon I in the
privilege ci recclving baptîsin -.s'thougi hapalsm ivere
a cross or a burden or a trial te the truc believer.
On the contriry, baptiste is a bicswcd privilege for
which converts asktd ('Acts viii 1611- the siga oi a1
biessing God ball ccnicrrcîl #Arts iv tg i 47 : MNait.
xxviii. a8j Iiaptismn is nrý the nrt ofl t per..on bnp.
tited, arinaci of submissian; it kç the :irt oif C.aed's min.
iiicr, an act of bestowai1, The r'nditlite ..-ï-ves
baýptism, he daca nlot jler/ariii baptisiti by submiting.
But tbis by the way.

The point we wish te mrakc clear k chat the visible
Church consisîs af those Ilwhe ptofess thcir luith ii
Christ anud their obedienre te Ilim <Presbiv;eriansi
would add Il togc:her wiîlî their children "i These
persans Ziught to be regenerate : but nias, they, even
in apostolic cimes, wcerc not ail or aiways suru.i
Amang Ilprofcsscd I Christians tute are unregcner.
att men and womcn wha are nitre profe%çors ar.dnfot
regenee believers. But they are membeis ai the
visible Chbrcb and must bc se regarded end deali
with. Thus the visible Clîurrh is net ro-e!ctensive
witi tht invisible. Some truc Christians arc net
faund te belong te any visible Churcb az catpo
fessing Christians do net belong te the invisible
Cburch.

If we wislx te avaid errer we must distingiia be-
îween the two. To conf'ound theni in ane defittition,
as Mr. McGregor did, and as it scemai tht members
ai the Union approvcdl of doing, is sirnpiy te prevent
any clean conception cf the nature of God's Churcb.
Our Plymouth bre;hren are consistent. They dcny
that any visible Churci exista, tbcy acknowlcdge only
Il"saints" in their isointien, sometimes meeting in '-.ni
assembly under the presidcncy oi the Hloly Gbest,
and breaking bread frani boause ta bouse, but they mc-
knowîedge ne Churcb during this dispensitien, eccept
thc bride, the lamb's wife, chat is, tht invisible Church
of God, scattered through the %worid wvithout any or-
ganizatien. Hence thcy denounce as îtnscniptural ail
Churches. This is consistent witb the flaptist defini-
tien, and our Baptist bretbren ivili Ctnd it liard werk
te hold te the definition and escape front uts logical
constquences, viLE, Piymouthism. L.

MfARRIAGCE W ITH T'HE SIS TER 0,F A
DECRASED 1PIFE.

MR. EDiTOR-In the closing part of niy lasi letter
1 mentioned certain infereaatîal additions, wvhich i is
ciaimed mnust b. miade to the. liat mnaioaned an Lev.
xviii., and natabiy such as marrnage waîh a daugbter,
a wites brother's ivife, and a nuece. Tht deftnders ai
the law ai the Claurch as it stands, mamntaîn chat Mar-
niage with the sister of a deceased wvirc must, bc under-
stood as prchîbited, for if not, then none of tht alli-
ancres abave mentioned van be shewn ta be forbidden
Ncw Iei us examine ts position c"lay and care-
fuUly, and try te ascertin whaaî farce tbere as an st.
Does INares directly forbid mrnaage bctween a man
and is daughter ? 1 reply, yes ; tht delenders-ai tht
law, as it stands, say rio, he lorbida it onJy indatectly
or interenttally. 1 find such an unnaturai and. revoit-
ing alliance directiy protsîbited un the sixth vere,
when it as saad, *"1Nont cf you 5hahi npproach to aay
tiat fi near cf kan-to bin," etc. Ait tie prohbiatons
thiaugbout this marriagestatut are adcîresscci ta anen,
and tio woman is so near 91. kin te a man 15s ais
daiaght.cr, so tins a d1aughtcr's being nerotubitdc te
nMay henJathtr amaounts te ner.bang, i thr. jather as
forbidden o tnarry tuer. But i will bc said ibat tbis
method ei provàng;such an alliance. forbiddcn is the

injretia mUio a rfliy u. al.I reply thab ne
prohibition. couid, te mny mind, bc more dircct, aqd
chat ihemcî "ç ;o clear chat Mases did pot con.

aider it neccsaary te mention the word daugliter, ac-
ing chat ail who are near cf kmn are prohlbite, and
nono stands se necar as ahe. Agaîn, Il we accept the
Engisli tr.inslttion ns lt stands in the seventh verse,
ire liave n direct prohibition;- but abovo ail daubt It
is forbiddcn ln the seventeenth verse, when n mA~n la

Iforbidtien tuirrlaae wlth tlîe dauigliter of bis wife, ile.,
Ieven wlih lils stcp.daugiiter, but :nuch moe sureiy
Iwiii the damgliîter of bis wille asid of himacsli. If a
inan lsa bsoiutely iorbldden inarriage with the daugh-

1ter of lits %itf, tuait te say that lie is only lnfoentlly
1 fibitidcn niarringe with bis ewn daughter, la equlva.
1 lent toa ffirifing that the latter lat flot the daughter of

h is wifé. And yet titis la ane ci the Inferentiai ad-
iditions t an alliance nowluere .ýxpreisy forbidden in
tlîe Word or Ged 1 And if the klnd cf proof adduLed
against mirriage îvlth the sister or a c!eceased wiie b.
neot niinîted «ts conclusive. then haw appalling the.
eonsequences yau sec, for it lu oiy remotely and in-

i'entially that even father and daugbterare iorbidden

1 r.aw corne te dil wilh anoiher improper mar-
rnge alliance. ivhich. it l aiicged, 1s net exr siy for-

1bidrien. but miust be aci,'-4 on infetentint grounds,
Iviz , matnizgc with a motetl't brothcr's wife. It la
held chat this mariage ls nowhiere expressiy ferbldden
by Moses, and that therefore it must bc made anc cf
the inierential additions te the liat, bcîng preciseiy
para lici to certain marriages thât ire forbiddcen. in
lier waords lit must be understood as forbiddcn,

though flot expressly forbidden. Now ai arc agrecd
that this niarriage la iorbidden ; thc only naînt in de-
batc is whcîber it is directly forbiddcn or anly by
implication, la it by the beli of sanalogcus cases

1 hat ire caine ta the conclusion that ibis marnage la
Iforbidden, or have we a direct prohibition ? MNy im-
pression la that the prohibition cf this marnage is
about as direct as chuat of rlltier and dauZ;hter, and
that neither the cne nor the other can fairly b. ciaimed
as an inferential addition. Miariage witii an aunt is
forbidden expressiy in the tourteenth verse, and if se
on what ground can it bc ciain'ed that marriage witii
a inotîcr's bratber's wiie is te be reckoned one cf a
class of imperential additions? If thetreason wby
marringe with your iather's brother's wiic as forbidden
is that Ilshe is chuine aunt I thon is net the prînciple
expressly stated that maniage with an aunt is pre-
hibited as wrong. Specimena of the application cf
the principie are cited, illustrating wbai kind cf rela-
tien an aunc is ; but an absolute prohibition of mar-
na.ge wit ain aunt is expresly recorded. But because
every faim of aunt ia not mcntioned, thougb hrce
sampîca arc given, la it fair reasening te dlalm that
nny ciber samples ai aunt are oniy inierenitaly in-
cluded, elîough marrnage witb an aunt is absoluîely
forbidden ? If marriage with an auni is ferbidden,
because Ilshe is chine aunt," iben dots flot every aunt
came under chat prohibition directly and net simply
inferentially? But if t bc admitted that marniage
with a dangbîer is directly forbidden, and mnriage
with an aunt directly forbiddcn, then the argumen
for inférential additions as so fair weakened, and the.
prôbiability cf the cornpleter.ess of thae MAlsaicitatute,
as it stands, is se far strengtbcncd ; and if tics. posi-
tions arr, sound then the kind cf argument, used by
those who urge chat marniage witb a brothees wife
being iorbiddcn, miust include mansiage wîth a de-
ceased wife's amser, becomes intensely suspicîous.
But bcre I muai pause for the prescrit.

PRF.SBYTER.

LET it flot bc imagined chat the life of a good
Christian must neccssarily b. a lueé cf rneiancholy and
gloomincas: for bc oniy resigns sanie pleasure, te
enjoy others infinitcly greater--Pasral.

As thc cyc which bas gazed at the suni, cannot im-
incdgatcîy disccrn any ciber abject> as the man whe
bias been accustomed to bchold the ocean turns with
cantempt frein a stagnant pool, ý%o the mind whliih bas
cuntemplatcd etCrnity, overleeksanmd despise3 the
things eftdîime- Edwvard P.iyson.

Vv aîuN a mari as told the whule of religion and mor-
alîty is summed up in thet 1* conininrtot love
<,od, and wq lave out acig.hbuqi, lac is.rcau4 ;pry lic
w1daroba in ,e;bir, at the sigbt, of thae sca, ais thisý h
mighty oaç=a? la ibis al? " Ye.5 I aul. but .bow
small a part cf it do .youx eyes ,sg.rvey ! only, trust
yoursil zo a: ;,Iaunch out upon it, sail ipbroe4 over
it i yeu wilI find it bhm noecnd , it wil.1 carry yau
round tho wonld.
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Tho lAw of the Church le the iaw of Christ The,
chief cnd of tha Cburch is te do Christ's will and te
advancc Cntist!s kingdom. 1 propose te discusa the.
mucb.contcsted question of popular amusementz film.
ply li tbcir relation go the Churcb, and seek te asci-.
tain their bearings upon Christian lberty and the.
Christian lie. A Christian la Christ',freedman; and
ho ia quit. tee free te bo in bondage te many thinga
which the childrcn of this worid lust aller. He wha
bas sat at the king's table need flot stoop te the. huaks.
Let this dylng world Ilbury its dead ;Il aur orders are
te go aM~ foliow the blaster. In keeping His cein.
mandments there la great deiigbt ; ait His right hand
are pleasures for ever more.

-Let it be understocd, at the outsct, tint the law of
Chrissianity la flot an iron-clad asceticism. Godnevw
made man ta bc a monk, or this bright world te b. a
monastery. If lité bas lis times te wecp, so hath it
cimes te laugh. Our biessed Lord mare tiiai once
shed tears; but may He not have chien smiled, or
even tndulged in the geod aid Christian liberty of
laughter ? Halîness signifie& wholeness, wAolA,
hcalth ; and health, breeds Innecent mirtb. If mirth
may bc innocent, recreaien is net only innocent, it là
8ndisprenabl. Martin Luther reieves hls stemi paie.
mica wlth the Pope by cheerful songs at Cii fireside
and by decorating Chîristmas trees for the. children ;
oid Lyman fleecher lets off the steani, after an even.
îng's werk ait revival preaching, by caperlng te the
music of bis violin, untit bis prudent 3potuée proetas
againat bis saltatery exercises, lest lie wear out bis
bome-knit stockings; Gladstone, the king ci living
statesrn, recreatea with bis axe; Spurgeon, the king
or living preachers, recreates witî bis garnis cf bowls;
the saintly McChcyne, cf Scatland, with hi% gymnas.
tic paies and bars. Ail these were min.; mot angels.
Ged bas ordained chat mnan should play, ai wuil as
labour. The friction ai the. care anid toil requires tuis
lubrication. Chidhor- is a type ef wholesome plety,
bath from lis fund of faith and its fund cf innocent
playfulness. It ia a truc saying chat "ne creatute
lives whicb mnust net work and miay net play.M

What ia recteati on? We reply : Everything chat
,e.criafes what ia lest by daily iife's frictioma and
fatigues. Whatever iniakes the body heaithier, the.
mnimc clearer, and the immortal pawers more Yigorous,
is Christiani recreation. To deny curselves such
whoiesomne teanimations may bc hazardous folly ; but
te restrain oth.prs freont thient is an iniringement upon
Chtistian liberty. The rights cf Christian conscience
are sacred bere, as elsewhere; but conscience ne-
quires solid principies of îruth, for its guidance.

WVe iay down, then, ibis principle - That wbatever
tends te impreve the body and mind is right; wbat.
lever endangers the moral health and infiaines the. cvi
passions is wreng. The ane strengthens ; the. other
oniy stiniates and often poisons. The one refmehes,
the ailier ruina. Te drink pure water satisfles IiAwfuI
appcîite and promotes health. To drink an alcoholic
bevcrage inflames a miorbid appetite and promolc
disease. In the one case the drinker seeka a te-crea-
tien for tie bodiiy mian-; imbe cuer case tic drinker
secks fiery stimulation and the whole course cf nature
is Ilset on lire of bell." Just whai watér la te the.
body is truc recrcation to the v;hoie man. Jpst.wh&
wine and whiskey are te thie body, such are evii
amusements te exery anc who aims te enjey pleziure
and yet escape its conscqueflccs

New, ta the tribunal of this simple test we bricg
every amusement, wiiether af a persanal o r -soda!,
character. Does the amusemient recreate. the. body
and.,mind, or does it runister cc the Icvilipassions ?
If it recruits my physical and moral1 nature, àt 'È4g
But if it stimulates any flcsily lust, if it %yealçens con.
science, if it unfits nie for the service cf mY Gýod, and
defaces my spiritual nature, ihcn it la a forbidden
amusement. I cannot take my Mastce with mc- into
it, or ask His blessing upon it. WVberever aChui3t!an
cannot cakie Christ witb im le bas no,~ right to go.

Egvpy f>apular amiusement 'wiici îvtsCôISpo
pIe .rn"t eubrait te the tests whkib a Biecocne
i1mposes. For cxample, the iheatre coçns=nIy Pids
for the. supp ort of ChIiri;n pçapk aad o1,Ia;e :>z'.
bas been anincrasicg .teàçpnc apgcliurch mei.
býerS tg b. drawn w«jtbiný its.gliuciinÊ and g<odiçss
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