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'voted, as it was to the extension of physical science,'-%vas as important a
link in the chiain of causes w7hicli resulted in the relig-ious reformationi or
the qixtcutl century, as Lutiier liiself', although, historically Luther
formced the last. For wlîat affects the mind of an age must necessarily
aff'et itýs dificrent manifestations, religious as wvdll as the rest. The
mental and spiritual parts of our nature interlace and overflap eachi
other, so that w'lat affects the oue necessarily affec.ts the other. L is
so ivith respect to the uatinnal mid. 'Mental activity, and progress
reacts uipon spirtual, and deteriinies its character and tcndency. An
event %Vhielî couitribuited, in a pre-cîninent degree, to disseininate and
perpetiiate tic bles.,ing of' the Ileformiation, wvaq the invention of print-
ing by Faust, about the year 1442, A. D. The importance of such.
an event, at -this time, wvas incalclable. Ilad it not taken place, the
Reflormiiation could have been partial in cliaracter and local in influence.
Its progress would have been slow, its benefits-the possession of a
f ew. But the printiug-press commnunicated rapidity of difilusion aud
h)erpctuity of 111e. By ineans of it, the mental acquisitions of one
:gc are preserved for flic beuefit of the suececding, anid the progrcess

of dlionighit iuivestel ivith continuity, and certainty. The religious
nioveinent of the time, from this circuniistance, recciv'ed an ilupetuis
wliich gave to it a widely diffuisive character. L Sprcad like leaven
a-üd soon prcmieated the age. But tlîe î'apidity of its difiùusion indicates
auotiier fact, vîz : that tue age ivas partially at least, prepared for its
recephion. Litlîcr siniply gave cxpressio to a feeling of wliich. tlîe
wlî,Iole age wvas conscious, and whiclî, sooner or later, wvould have
<lcvcloped itself. His courage, therefore, in tluis movemieut 'vas greater
tîjan bis originality. H-e ivas the living, personificd expression of the
age. T1'e l)ath ihicli lic followed, ivas uot untroddcn. Liberty of
iliouglit struggle d for expression and fonnd it before Luthier camne.
tTnder ifs banner mighity champions hiad fouglit. Tlîey hiad perilled
thieir lives in its cause. Thiey hiad followed lier ivhei'ever suc wvent.
11cr voice to tliei vas the voîce of' God. IL inspired, it chîeercd, it
supportcd themi. Its nmusic rang in tlîeir souils. Sucli men wcre
C'operniicus, Roger Bacon, Galilco, and mny otîters wvhose works are
suamipcd uipon the ages iii ineffiLceable cliaracters, whose lives yet lire
iii the acting effeets thcy produced, and whicl ha lire down to the
remotcst generation. Tliouglit neyer dies, it is as ininiortal as the
think-er ivho gave it birtlî and infused into it thie bî'eath. of life. As
tuie blcod is the life of thc body, so is tlîonght tliat of thle mmnd.
Witlîout it, the spiritual nature Nvoluld die, and man would sink to, the
level of the bruites that perisli. Lt is mian's glory and crown, iL digni-
fies, emiiobles and inim-ortalizes hlm. L elevates liin above thc brute,
it invests ixu with tic power of the scer, iL makes him god-like and
divine. Lt is the director of events and the creator of' reforms. L
vontrols the destinies of individutals and nations. L is flic pioncer of
civilizatiori, the friend of liberty, aud tue comip'anion of trutfi. It
extends its sivay from tlîe lowest strata of soeiety to the highest. Lt
is the originalor of ail movements, whiether religious, political or social.
It presides in tue ?Parliaments of empires, it miles in the halls of learn-
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