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nlot been secsi for centuries, and wliere a
weed is not pertnitteil to grow. The
fair way to judge is te contrast Hlalifax
with cities of its agc and popuL:tion in
other parts of the wvorid, aud to compare
our agriculturai districts with, others
whiere cliieatie conditions are equai, aud
where by a comparison of the dates of
settlement, tho progress of industriai
development may ho fairly reviewed.

1 know that it is the fashion, in soe
quarters, to speak of Nova Scotia as
behind the age, as wanting in skil! and
enterprize. But I make tho assertion
holdly aud wvhat WCe have seen arotiud us
for the past few dlays partially bears out
the statement, that youi cannot cut from
any portion of the earth's surface, 400,-
000 people ivho, in little over a Century,
have by industry, enterprize aud ivell
directed poivers of accumulation aud
developuient, done more for theniselves
sud for tlieir country then has been done
by the people of Nova Scotia; and yet
ail this lias been wrought out in the fae
of special difficulties and obstructions of
a very peculiar character.

The E astern States, witi wh.cli these
Provinces are most unfiriy eompared by
those wbo forget that their permanent
occupation by the British races dates a
century cariier, baad froc trade with al
the world from tho close of the P.ovou-
tionary war, while ours ivas cramnped by
ail sorts of absurd restrictions down to the
advent of liuskisson, sud wvas net; ieft te
our own re gulation tii! twcnty years
later. Again the trade of the Eastern
States îvas stimulated by a national
Government that wisciy opened the
grcat West. Our great 'West lias beauî
kopt as a lhunting gronnd ever since
Halifax ivas founded, snd our twenty
years' struggle for some mens of conuc-
tien with it, has as yct rcsuited in neo
perceptible stimulant to our iudustry.

Thon again our mineraI treasures were
loeked up by a close monoply tll 1856, t
nd down to this heur our hardy fisher-

men are compelled te wrestie for the
treasures of the deep iu active rivalry
with tho Frencli sud American fishiermen, i
stimulated by national beunties which o
our people have nover enjoyed, and s
which have made tue cempetition înost r
severe. Ail theso things should be taken p
into accounit wheu comparisons, which 1
are uajust and offensive, are iustitutcd. d

There are other thiugs which, should T
net bie fergetten. WVe are semetimes a
sneered at wlîen Americans and Cana- v
dians cume inte our country sud fuveat
money ini onr mines, or in other branches 1
of industry. I must confess that 1 do a
met feel the reproacli. 1 have just s
returued from the formai openiug of the t]
Drnmmond colliery, whichi was te me a e
day of uumixed cnjeymcut. 1 sawv a hi
property, said te be werth millions, i n
the tranquil possession of couîpaartvel1n
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strangers. But iviiat tieun? T1hey werc
gentlemen of capital rud enterprize,
thoreughly up te, tlîeir work. They hand
expen(icd £100,000, thrce-fourtlis of
whiclihad beeui spent 011 thc omployîuent,
eof laber, sud in the lonîg aud prosperous
future îvhichi 1 truqt is before tlîem, tiiey
canuet raise a ton of ceai tiîat îvill net
enîpioy labor sud stinmuiate consuimptien
bothi upon land sind ses.

Our people may centemplate scenes
like Luis mithout mortification or self-
reproacli, because they kuow that for
evcry peuud of capital that Nova Scotia
possesses thrce opportimities for invcst-
ment, lcm liazardous thon miniug, are
presented every day. Our people then
wisely cheose tlîe safer iuvestments, sud
leave othiers whiieh are uuwvieldly sud
hazardeus, te tiiese îvhe have *more
capital te spare. But our nciglibours in
tic United States did this in ail the
carlior stages of their dovelopmi nsd
now, wvlieîever any entorpriso is beyeud
the availabie rosources of tlîeir Capitailists
or artizans, thîey iîîvariably seck in
Europe for thie skill sud mouey they
require. Canada dees the saine, sud slic
draws, as we do, upen the great Republie,
but te a mucli largor extent, for unen sud
meanus te found lier factorios, sink lier oul
weils, manufacture lier lumber sud work
lier mines. And besides it must net ho
forgotten in any fi-iendly sud fair coin-
parises-sud ou this occasion 1 desire te
institute ne othir,-tliat Canîada lias basd
tue advantage of a million and-a-hîalf of
peuuds sterling lent te lier at s low rate
of iaterest in 1841, sud she lias aise liad
the benofit of ton or fifeon millions more,
pourcd inte her lap by the capitalists ofI
Eîîgland, wlio built lier malresâs. NovaI
Scotia lias built lier own, sud paid for
tliem, sud sue lias nover asked or obtaiued
by îvay of loan a peîiud frein the British t
Governmezit. i

Tlîus struggling Llîrough mny diflicul-t
~ies. sud îvithout îuuy speciai nid, our
ýeopie have lîsd te develoe Llîeim iudustryHIow have they donc iL? Thcy lave 1
pened froc roads ail over Lue counîtry- t
ridged tue stroams sud put îîe toll bars
mn thema-xpered the wilderness sud i
ubdued it-built cîjurches, sud ondowcd
eligion with that pricelesa eudowmont,
îerfcct freedom. Th1ey have, besides,
ighted their ceasts, cducated thoir chl- v
Iren, sud cuitivated their arts of soil fife t
vitli that degroe of suceess îvhiclijustifies I
Nova Scotisu in spoaking ef his couutry h

vith modest pride. t]
Beneatli this roof, sud in varions o

)opartments sround this building, there a
re many ovideuces sud illustrations of n
ucccssfül iudustmy. But iîow much is 1
aec thatis net home, sud that by ne t!

fremt of thie imagination eau we ever tI
ope in eue viewi te combine?
Wlîat weuld ive net give at Luis p:

îomn for eue glance at the majestic li~

lcL, wliicli weuld crewu Bledford Basin
anchord aide by side, but wliicli is dis-
liersed ail over tlie îvorld, bearing our
couinr'y's flsg iute eîrery hiarbor sud
river's mouth wliere commerce lias made
a lodgnîount? *Wha would WC îlot give
for a sight of uit Naval Brigade of noble
mon ivlio man them, wlio reef their sails
amidst the tempest, aud dreani of thoir
homes wheu the wiud is fair? Ged bless
sud preservo tho iuunly fcllows, wlier-
ever they are at this heur, aud may Uce
bring them safe te lanid. Iu this ciLy of
general rcjoicing lot net their brouzed
faces sud manly foruis ho forgotten, sud
lot net those wvho would diisparrege the
enterprise of our "duty al te reniera-
ber that the babe that was bersl yestorday
is ropresented by a ton of shipping that
was built beforo it 'vas hemn.

Whoun told that Nova Scotia is behind
other States iii manufactures, we eau
point te our shipyards, overyee of
whiehi is a mauufactory, fumrnishiug heal-
thy omploymeut in the open air. This
groat ileet is the cembined result, sud its
renewal aud extension, as freighth increase
in bulk aud value, or ships wvear eut or
are lest at sea, wiIl ftîrnishi profitable
employmeut for our people fer a century
te cerne.

lu this counectien 1 rnay observe tliat,
euly a fortuiglit ago, 1 saw, ivithin 'a dis-
tance of six miles, ini the castera part of
the ceunty 1 roproscut, thrce fine barques
aud a brig, finished Luis summer sud
launchedl withiu a week. A few years
ago 1 saw a preud Yarmouthî mother
peint te tho phetegraplis of seven sturdy
mea, (hier soven sailor boys sho caiicd
Uhcm) evory eue of whom cemmanded a
fie ship, and lîad mnade at lest oe
voyage round Cape Iorn. lu this cou-
n00tion aise I nîay rmnark, as ereditable
o the habits of our seafariag people, tlîat,
n a ride of tweuty-five miles round the
township of Barringtou last summer,
idiome ncarly the wvhole population live

)yor on the sea, 1 was assured Liîat the
eople drank very littie spirits, sud tlîat
here was net a Lavera to ho seen.

At tic lîcad of this great branch of
iidustry stanîd mon like Thomas Kiliam.
3ennett Smith, Ezra Churchuill, George
~fceilzic, James Carmiebsel, Nieholas
ffoslier, Fred Curry, and a score ofothers,
hiose uîames it îvouid ho tedieus to mou-

ionî oven ifl could reinember them which
canuot. Taik of eniterprise if yen will,

ut before Nova Scotia is condemuod for
lie Ivant of i4, 1 ask lier defamners te point
ut iii nay maritime country in the world,
class of men who, beginuiug with small
cans, have more rapidly rison te, epu-
,nec,and îvho have donc more te developo
lie resources of the country that gave
iem birth.
WéV have ail mnsl)ctCd wîthi natumal

ride the produce of our erchards, which
sbeca Qpread before our woudering


