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' Everytbing,' I repiied. H1e took
me to, the house.'

' It must bave been a mistake on
bis part,' observed llarry, ' thoughli e
certainly knows the place.'

But I knew tbat iîidividual too weil
to give hlmi the benefit of so charitable
a doubt ; and after requesting Hlarry
not to speak of the niatter ; 1 tinishied
dressing, andl followed him down stairs.

At mny particular request 1 -%as
placed at Helen's end of the table, as
I c0ul(i endure MIadame McM3ýalioi's
propinquity no longer. For being
compelle(l to sit tongue-tied at every
meal-the pale young lady on rny
right, in the meantimie not having,
madle the slightest response to my first
advance, and Harry being conipelled
to be ail cars-I simply felt to bc no
longyer endurable.

After taking my seat, and excbang-
ing the usual morning compliments
with MUrs. Màowbray and lielen, the
latter asked mie if I biad l)assed a plea-
sant evening,.

'XVel. f0,' I answere(i quite tiiolglit-
lessly, ' cannot say tliat I (lid alto-
gether ;'but the impoiiteness of tbe
reply flashing upon me tbe next mo-
nient, I mnade baste to flatly contra-
dict myseîf by sayirig, ' Oh ! yes I
nieant to say that I did-tbat 1 1Wa a
deiightftil time.' Ml\y conf usion. couid
bardly hiave escaped their notice.

'And you doubtlessly tlîought iMiss
Morley exceedingly pretty and quite
agreeabie V' observed 1-elen, with a
sly look at me.

'Oh ! yes; very pretty indeed, and
very agreeab)le,' I replie(l, blusbincr;
' you niean the-the eIder sister, 1
prsm V'

'I suppose I amn tlie eider sister,'
remarked IM rs. Mowb ray, laugbing,

thongh I can hardly flatter inyself
that yuu intend the compliment for
mue.'>

Confound my stupidity ! I had put
my foot in it again ; and as tiiese
words were not calculated to restore
nîy composure of mind to any very
alarming extent, I said- as successful

extrication from my embarrassment
this time seemed simply hopeiess

The trutb is, NIrs. MNowbray, I
w'as not at your brother's house at al],
last nigbit. I wili explain everything
to MIiss Mýowb)ray after breakfast, as
I wishi lier advice upon a certain
matter.'

Helen regardled me with a some-
wbat surprised and curious look ; but
evidentl y ol)serving that I appeared
greatly embarrassed, sbe rnerely re-
mnarked, 'with a smile,

Oli! certaiîîly ; I shahl be happy
to afford you the benefit of my sage
counsels.' The conversation then
cbanged to otlier topics. -

D.aing~ breakfast 1Iventured seve-

but as the gravity of bis counitenance-
-once when lie caught my eye-

quite reassured me, I was encour-
aged to hope that lie had not dis-
covered those tish. De Villefort's eye
I stu(liously avoided ; I would take
sonie otlier time and place to pay my
respects to him.

Shortlv after breakfast I observeci
hlelen enter tlîe iibrary, and thinking
it a favourable opportunity for my
Purl)ose, I was lîurrying, after ber
wien I was intercepted by Mdile de
Clerval.

'Oh! MII. Hastings P'she exciaimed,
wvith one of ber most be-witching
smiles, 'I1 must remind you of youi-
romise.'

Ah ; wbat p)romiise is that 'VI said,
quite iiinocently.

'Fie, fie!' she exclaimed, witb a
cliarming air of mock reproof, ' you
ien are s0 uinreiiable. Have you
forgotten already ?1I mean your prio-
mîise to sing'

Mdlle de Clerval spoke Engiisli
quite faultlessly ; she xvas extremeiy
pretty ; bier manners were very fas-
cinating, thougli (ecidedly coquettish,
I thougbt; and she iad a captivating
way about ber tbat was (1uite irresis-
tible. So I only did, I suppose, what
any other young fellow,wbo had not the
moral courage to withstand lier bian-
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