
~23O FEDERA lION, ANNEXATlION, OR INDEPEVDENCE!

ýtion from England as the readier and
better way of bringing about the
desired political change. llow would
this affect us 1

With separation from England, we
have two possible modes of govern-
ment presenting theruselves-Aniex-
ation and Independence.

Putting aside for the nonce, ail feel-
ings of loyalty and sentiment, would
Annexation to the United States give
us a better and more stable formn of
government than Federal Union with
Engiand ? At the very outset, the gov.ernmnent of the United States is iess
democratic than that uiider which
we live. There the ministry is less
amenable to the will of the people
than withi us. There the heads of the
variousdepartnients, having no0 seats in
Con -ress, are not liable personally to
be calied upon to explain to Congress,
and through it to the people, the de-
sign of their officiai acts. A President
might select as one of bis Cabinet a
man who was objectionable to the peo-
ple, and they would have 11o oppor-
tunity cf vetoing that selection as we
have, in an analogous instance, in the
excellent provision of causing a min-
ister to stand for re-election by his
constituency before being confirmed in
office. The Government of the United
States is essentially the governament
of an oligarchy rather than the gov-
ernment of the p)eople.

Even at the present time we sec, in
both Congress and the Senate, that the
deznocratic party are in the majority;
while the President and ministry are
of the republican party. In other
words, that the country is governed
by the party of the minority :the gov-
erniment of the day is not the expres-
sion of the voice of the majority of
the people. Such an anomaly would
be utterly impossible under the poli-
tical system of England. There the
Government must always be supported
by a majority of the peopie; and no0
Sovereign cou id carry on the govern-
ment for a day, if opposed by amajori-
ty of the representatives of the people.

Again we are famiiliar with the dif-
ficulties that occur in the election of
the President; how this election is
controlle(l and affected by a thousand
corrupt influences ; hiow the malprac-ttices of various returning boards are
thle subject of wearisome and expen-
sive law sitits; how the President
thus elected is rather the representa-
tive of the superior sharpness and un-
scrupuiousness of 'the party,' than of
the voice of the majority of the people.
And the muddy waves of one Presi-
dential election have scarceiy suhsided,
before the time arrives for another
troubling of the political waters. The
system of the ann ual election of judges,
sheriffs, and other important officiais, is
such aiso as cannot commnend itacîf to
our views ; it opens the door wide to
corrulption, andI acts as a stimulus to the
maladministration of justice. Many
nmen in the United States acknowledge
and deplore these defects ; while they
confess themselves uiabie to remove
them. la there anything in tlîis, that
we should prefer it to, the purer and
freer government under the crown of
England ? The UJnited States as a na-
tion possesses înany grand qualities;
but it cannot be maintained thlat their
formn of governiment is as good as that
which we enjoy.

What would we gain under the trade
aspect of the case might also be asked?
The high tariff would cut us off from the
cheap manufactures of Engiand; whiie
by far the greater part of our farm pro-
duce would not be increased at ail in
value. We would have to pay more for
what we used, and get the saine for
what we sold. This would hel p to in-
crease the wealth of a few manufac-
turers, but the great mass of the people
would be poorer.

Again, wouid we be better if Inde-
pendent ? In this condition we niight
hope to be nunibered among the fifth-
rate powers of the earth, constantly
overshadowed by our mightier neigh-
bour. If our annexation were an ob-
ject to the United States Governmient,
this country would be the theatre of
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