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C111o0n1 and thonl resignPed his chlarge. Jus views wero uipleld
by the young thcologianis brouglit up iii the love of Gorian
writihgs. \Vith enthiusiasin, they fouinded a periodical, the
lievuie de Strasbourg, -%vhlic -%as very influential for one (yen-
eration. In it they boldly discinssed every possible quiestion
of theology and pliilosopliy. Placed at first on the basis of
stipernatural revel ation, iîxd inspiration, thoy deviated more
and more fromn thieir original position, and one by one dropped
iîto, puire rationalisîni, inlysticismn, or scepticisîn.

Féli.x IPécaut w'as îîot on the staff of the Revue. A depl
and soiaythiinker, ini bis eoiintrýy place at the foot of the
iPvren ees, biis soil -%vas not satisfied -with. more criticisin. le
tried te build up a new svsteîn. In a book -whichi was exten.-
siv'ely read, Le Christ et la Conscience, (1859), nc prolwse:s
to suibstitlite Christian conscience for the Bible and for Christ.
as thie only criterion of religions truth; and iii a second book,
Le !.T'héismei chrletien (1864), lie shows hlou to, organiiize cliinrcli
life and worsbiip on that basis. Iu bis opinion, lic siînply
conipletcd the -work of the reforiners. ihose had transferred
the inagisteriumn of religionis truthi fromn tlie Churcli of Eomo
to flic Bible; tlue new sehiool (of Strasbourg) hiad traiîsferred
it from the Bible to Christ; hoe 1)rolosed to, transfer it front
Christ to the living conscience of Christians. Everyone, bow-
ever1, undorstood thiat the new~ sýysteni -was mot anl evoluition,
but a revohuition. M. 1>écaiit ackniowleclgcd it afterwvards.

'Uhose bold leaders liad after ail but few followers, eithier in
the elergy or in the laity. Thcy were a staff of officers wiitL-
out an arun.y. The b)11k of thecologrians and people reinained
faithful to, the gyreat, trutbis of the Gospel, and bravely fowghlt
in. their defence. Soine, like Count Agéinor de Gasparin,
endorsed in evcry detail the tbieorýy of Gaussen; othiers-thie
unajority-mnaintained the fact of divine inspiration ;vitlhoii
bindingr tho autluority of the Bible to any luîunî systein. 111
that striiggle Jalagutier, le Félice, Sardinoux, Pédézert,
Grandpierre, Charles Dois, Edmn. de Presseusé, Fr. Astié,
F. X. (le IRougemnont; took a prouminent part.

After a few years tixe controversy abaied. Theologians


