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ARKS ON THE PARABLE OF THE
RN A \RISEL; AND PUBLICAN.

Luxg xvit 9-14.

Tur. Divine Teacher, Jxsus, having in the pa-
rable of the unjust Judge and the oppressed widow,
taught us that ¢ men ought always Lo pray and not
to faint,*? we ate instructed in the parable now be-
fore us, how we ought to pray. In doini this,
the design of our Lord appears to be twofold :—

First—The parable was delivered for the in-
struction and conviction of those, in every age,
who, like the ancient Pharisees, ¢ trust in them-
selves that they are righteous, and despise others 3
i. ¢., who conlide in their own performances and
observances as righteousness—a ground of accept-
ance before God; sud while they entertain a
high opinion of their own picty, look down with
disdain upon othicrs, as less holy than them-
selves.

Secondly—To itlustrate and exemplify that im-
mutable and equitable rule of the divine govern-
ment of moral agents, agreeably to which God in-
variably bumbles the man that cxalts himself, and
enltetﬁ those that abasc fhemselves.

1.—Let us consider the Character and probable
Moral Condition, of these two individuals here
mentioned: the ¢one 3 Pharisee, the other a
Publican ;» than which, except as they probably
were both Jews, and certainly both sinnets, two
more oppasite characlers could not have been se-
lected out of the whole Jewish nation.

The Pharisees were the most numerous, dis’in-
guished, and popular sect among the Jews: and,
because of their strict and scrupulous obscivance
of the cxternals of religion as prescribed in the
Monaic law, and the « Tradition of the Elders,”
claimed to be considercd as the favoutites of hea-
ven, and the holiest persons on earth, One of
these two men was of this sect, a professedly and
reputedly just, benevoleat,and cminently virtuous
man.

The other was a Publican—a Roman Tax-ga-
therer, a collector or recciver of the tribute levied
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the customs weie of two Kinds: the
Receivers Generaly or & chicf of the publicans,’’
such was Zacchieus ; and the common publicans,
ot subordinate collectors or receivers of the Roman
tridute. The individual spoken of by our Lord
was probably of the latter sort—a common publi-
can: 38, iiis believed, was also Matthew. tse
publicans, beyond all doubt, both superior and
ssbordinate, were generally oppressive, unjust,
and wicked men: as such, they are spoken of,
pot only by Jewish and beathen writers, but by
out Lord and the Evangelists, as being among the
dregs of the people ; and by the Jews especially,
they were held in the uimost abharrence.

Now let us suppose the Pharisce to be, and to
do, all that he describes and boasts of himsclf;
and (o be esteemed by others as onc of the holiest
of men; (remembering, howcver, the character
which onr Lord has given of them, and the epi-
thets he has applied to them: hypocrites—cove-
was—a genetation of vipers—whited walls—
peinted sepulchres—devourers of widows' bouses

enders 10 picty—exposcd to the damnation
of hell;)—and let us suppose this pullican to be,
of all publicans, one the wmos! rapacions, hateful,
and wicked ;and that such were the chatacters of
4hess two men 28 they awoke on the moming of
ahat day when they went up to the temple.

by the Romaa Emperors on the Jews. These be
oice.,n of

We may imagine then we see, what was often
seen among the ancient, and what is still seen
among modern phatisees—imagine we see (his
pharisee in the midat of his family ;—for the do-
mestic circle is the place tosee men as they real-
ly are—sullen, dissatisfied, or passionate and
overbearing—{rowning upon all; neither wife,
nor children, nor servants can please him—pour-
ing forth the overflowings of ¢ a heart full of evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornication, thefts,
false witness, blasphemies;” and yet he .Fm
forth, and wishes, and claims to be regarded by
every one he meets, as one of the most immacu-
late of men. Follow him to the synagogue, or to
the market ; there he appears with a disfigured
countenance, to intimate that he had been monti-
fying the flesh by long fasting ; and then causing
a trumpet to be sounded, to call attention to the
distribution of his alms, while the deceived and
gazing throng exclaim, See yonder holy man !

Lcaving the hypocritical and proud pharisee to
receive and enjoy his reward, in the admiration
and applause of his fellow-men, let us turn to the

ublican—the guilty, hated publican. Where is

e? and what are his views and feelings '—what
the judgment he formsof himsel{? Having, per-
haps, d a restless night, scared and temified
by wild, distressful dreams, he awakes, and rises
with a guilty and aceusing conscience—his nu-
merous crimes are all arrayed before him—the
tighteous God is angry with him, and frowns up-
on him in terrible ii;sleume—“ indignation and
wrath, tribulation and anguish,” already §ll his
soul. " His language is, O wretched man that
I am, who shall deliver me from the bodyof this
death ¥’ The si&lxt of his family, the prattle
of lis children—the anxious enquiries, and the
aflectionate and endearing attentions of bLis wife,
all fail to bring reliefto his burdened and distress-
ed mind—¢ the arrows of the Almighty are with-
in him, the poison whereof drink up his spirit;
the terrors of the Lord set themselves in array
against him.”> He tums from his family, he goes
forth from his dwelling, either {o the receipt of
ctustom, that the cares and engagements of his
calling may serve to dissipate the gloom and
wretchedness of his sonl—or to seek some place
of retirement, where he may indulge in tears and
sorrow, in sighs and groans. Such we suppose to
the character, condition and feelings of these
two men, when the hour of the temple service
amives,

11. But {o proceed. 1t is the hour of wor-
slupleand they both resolve to go up 0 the house
of the Lord, They go,—but with what differ-
ent dispositions and feelings!  See the Pha-
tisee, with his deep-fringed garment, and his
broad phylactery bound u}xm his forehead and u
on his aims, full of self-complacency and self-
importance, proudly ascending the hill of the Lord
—who 30 righteous, who 30 waithy as he? 1le
boldly enters the temple, and lifting bis brazen
front to heaven, passes on 1o the court of the Is-
1aclites, and as near the holy place, the seat of
the Divine Majesty, a; possible, takes his stand-
ing there alone, lest he should be polluted by the
touch or proximity of less pious and worthy wor-
shippers than himself, and especially by ¢ publi-
cans and sinners.”

But see the guilty, scli-condemned publican,
following the pharisee at a respect{ol distance to
the housc of gnyer. Faltesing, tmbliux,gr‘uu-
ing beneath his load of sin, as he 100 bends hi
sleps lowar’s the holy place, wateting his path
with his tears, and fearing lest at every siep the
earth should open its mouth and swallow bim up,
*1 it did the tmpious Korah and his company.
He enters the precincts of the temple—it is all

his | abhorrence &)

he dares to do; and < standing afar off?? from (he
holy place, and from the hoF Phavisee, in the
court of the Gentiles; with downcust eyes, hie
smites upon his unworthy breast, in token of his
guilt and sorrow.

They go to pray—mark, they go to pray—
prayer is the service in which they profess to en-
Sge. And what is prayer? It is an exercise of

e heart—an expression of dependance and want
—the cry of the soul to God for mercy and help.
Listen tothe Pharisec ! Ignorant of hissinful and
depraved state by nature—of the spirituality and
extent of the obligations of the divine law—filled
with sel(-complacency and self-importance, be-
cause of his fancied moral superiority, and saacti-
ty—his freedom from those flagrant crimes and
vices of which some are guilty; and presum-
ing that the Almighty beheld him with the same
complacency with which he contemplated him-
self : from the pinnacle of vanity to which his
own conceit had elevated him, he looks down with
contempt, and with an unpitying heart, on publi-
cans and sinners, and procceds to enumerate his
fancied virtues, saying—¢ God, 1 thank thee that
1 am not as other men are, extortioncrs, unjast,
adulterers, or even as this publican. 1 fast twice
in the week, 1 give tithes of all that I possess.”

All this might be true, or there might not be
one word of truth in it. Be this as it may, there
is not one word, or breath of prayer init. No
adoration of God—no confession of sin—no ac-
knowledgment of dependance—no expression of
want—no cry for mercy—no supplication for
grace—no deprecation of wrath--no reference to
an atoning sacrifice~—no humility, penitence, sor-
row or faith, without which there can be no
prayer. Our Lord has characterised both the man
and his pretended prayer, thus—¢ He trusted in
himself that he was rightcous, 2nd despiscd
others.”

Hear now the Publican : hear him did we say ?
who Aeard kim but his God? It was a deep and
inward groan—it was the language of s hum-
bled, sorrowful, prostrate heart—<¢ God be merciful
to me a sixxsn™ ! How brief—how comprehen-
sive—how appropriate—how expressive of his
condition and feelings—and how acceptable to
God! We find here all that God requires in a
guilty sinner’s r:ger, and by which it is essen-
tially distinguished from what is called the prayer
of the pharisee : observe-—

(1:) There is an humble confession af sin—+ me
a super,”?  Whether he had been, as we have
sapy rajacious, cruel, and unjust as a tax-
3: rer, or nol, he saw and felt himself to be a

epraved creature, a vile transgressor, a wretched
sianer: he knew that God beheld him 23 such,
and that his sins had exposed him to the divine
displeasure ; and hence, in bis own true charac-
ter, and with couvictions and confessions of Lis
guiltiness and unworthiness, he prostrates himeeif
before the offended Majesty of heaven ; und if at
that moment he thought of ofAer sinners, it wie
only to frel 2ud to acknowledge with St. Pau),
% of whom I'am chief. Nothingof this, however,
appested in either the Pharisee or his prayer. lle
was {00 proud and self-righteous to coul’t-s M-
self asinne~,

(2.) The Publican’s prayer was penitentiol, as
well as confessional. He was not only a con-
;li;’ced, bn;::;-bkd and b::}:eu-bcaﬂcd sinner.

was a godly serrow, wo genuine ni-
ance.  Shame, gief, ulf-ahu‘emeat, anr:’:elf.
ﬂuki i el - (s s evideat fam the
mawner of his praying--standing < afar off --not
daring 20 much as g:_ﬁn his eyes to heaven, the
habitation of the divine holiness and glory—and
smiting on his breast, in token of his great giief

and indignation againet 3in ; and especially, from



