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Scrcl glin a moment's consideration to
bis own implication in the plot, Ticbbourne, la
the first hours of discovery and flight, was ne-
cessarily absorbed ia bis friead's danger, andl
la the excitemnent of escaping; while lurking
in St. John's Wood, the frustration of their
hopes filled hlm. with a sense of the bitter dis-
appointnient that awaited the haplcss Qucen
of Scots, doomied to sc bier prison bars drawn
dloser, by every attempt to rescue bier; and the
few words that the fugitives bail dared to ex-
change, were cbietly expressions of sorrow for
bier sake. It was not tili hie had catereil the
Toxver, and becard. the fatal doors close bebind 1
hlm, that the image of Aunes, desolate andl de-
serteil, rushed upon bis soul. Then, witb tbe
greater vividttess for having beca awhile re-
prcssed, came the sensc of ail the iniscry these
tidiags wcre bringiag to bier. Shie must bave
heand at once of their discovcry and coasequent
flight: wbat days of torturing suspense bail she
alrcady cndured! How bail she sustained what
bail passedi How could she sustain that
which might be to come7 Terrible fancies
crowded upon hirm; too terrible to be endurci.
Crushed beneath bis thronging emotions, bie
sat down on thc sude ef his pallet, and buried
bis face la bis hands. For himself he could
meet death féarlessly, but for Aunes' sake bie
must, hie would be free. Suddenly lie rouscd
bimself, anil putting resolutely nway every
thought that migbt shako bis self-control, hoe
b)egan te Plan the means of cemmunicatiag te
bis wlfé the hope whicli lie coulil not feel; andl
te censicler al arrangements of bis affairs
îvbicb migbt be aeessary in case of the worst
issue. Resolved not to throw away the lite
which the memory ot bis wife's love made se
precieus, bie rcvieweil bis circumstances, soiz-
ing witb the intense mental cacrgy which sut-
fening gives, on every point wbicb migbt aid
bis deftnce. Absorbedin l these refiections,
hours passeil over hlm unheedeil, when hie was,
reuseil by the soini of tbe epeningr door, andi
Agnes stoed betore hlm. For a few bnief min-
uîtes she .euld flot control ber agitation, but
îvhen she beand ber husband's passionate self-
reproaches, that bie bail won ber trom bier fa-
tber's halls to share in sorrow and aprison, sh(
dlasheil away bier tears, andl threw a saile like t

sinbeamn arouail the desolate ivalîs, as she said,
"lNot so, dearest, this is no prison to me

My YPrison was the wide world where you wcr(
not; te be here with yen is a trecdom wbicl
bave prayed earnestly to obtain; anil wbich
gamnci at last only througb the intercession o.
mny fathecr and other noble friends."

"Blesa you for those words! Bat why wO~
the Queen so merciless <1 she could hardly feel
that you sbould steal away her prisoner trul
these ponderons doors."

IlSomething slIe salid of disguises and e
capes, but 1 vcatured to reply, that hier maJe'
ty little knew Chidioc Tichbourne, if she sUP'
posed thathle would steal forth as a felon '
justifleil, and that I looked rather to se-. thOse
who have closed these doors met themn opelPi
and call hlmn to go forth in thefair light of daY')

IlTha t might they truly do, so far as thler e
is nny sin on my conscience in this matter,
said Tichbourne; "lbut not ail that arecI
nocent go free, and appearances are aglifl5t
me. Heard you aught of what has beea diO'
covereilT

"lThere are many uneertain rumours--Sb'
surd, andl far beyond the trutb, as rumours 0II
ways are," replied the lady. "lSome say th8t
the Lady S tuart was to have been rescued, lO'
to fiee to France, as you told me, but teoe
corne Quîeen of Eagland; that thcre were tliOs
among hier frienils whose hands were iiftW
against their sovercign's life. Somne men 1ift
saul that Chidioc Tichbourne was one of these-

As Agnes iittercil these last words, witb
slighit smille of scorn for the falsehood, shek'id
lier banil in bis, and looked upon him with Lin
uncloudeil brow. That bis eye couc1 rgeC
lovingly and unshrinkiingly that look of Per-
fect confidlence, rnight have been to bis accuo6r'
sufficent proof of bis integrity.

IlIf," lic sajid, after a pause, "lthe trcacbefl
of him who betraycd this cause, bas bec1n io
complute as I fcar it bas, Lord 1Valsingha31
will not helieve this part of thc st ory."

"I-le cannot, I ami sure he doesnot," CTi6j
Aunes, eagcerly. "lIt was Lord Walsingl'0
wbo moved lber maijisty to grant my cmfgt
you. ie sailto ber, thouglhbe knewnot that
I heard it, that clemcncy woî'di adl to hlo

*tre of bier name, without diminishing bier Se"
rity. Andl more, bie said to mie at parting e 13
of good cheer, for it miay bc that nlot ail ltrIPý
cateil are guilty.'

Il "Be not too confident, rny beloveil,"
Tichbourne, gazing foadly yet sadly on lC
animated face, "Lord Walsingbam is 0Cel

Lcrafty, and it will doubtless bc bis policy toW1

some by tbe promise of going unscathed, teo'
tify against those who are more deeply inlV'
cil. You cannot hope-nay I wrong you'-

1 you would not endure that I should go free 011
[ such terms."
f "lOh, no! no! but surely you Who oppow

that criminal project when it ws suggetce


