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son with the unîtutored savages, are so
proud of our theological knowledge ? WXe
also conceive Himi, as a being unmianacl-
ed by the decrees of time, existing before
them, and consequently incommnensurably
ûk. Does flot Daniel, in the saine chap)-
ter, call himn three limies the '<Ancient of
Days " 'h/, i an'i ? Nay, those who
maintain that there is a certain afflnity
between the Indians of the North-West
and the Israelites, will find i)erhaps here
a precious argument in favour of their
thesis ; for the quotation in Daniel proves
this expression to have been popular
aniongy the Hebrews at the lime of the
Captiviîy.

Wih the I3iblical Genesis and Geology
the Indian tradition afiris the total sub-
mersion of the terresîrial globe in the
beginning, and ils consequent eniersion,
the real succession in the developmient of
creation, e\pressed, as in the Mosaic ac-
count, by the nîysterious terni of day, and
in the last place the apparition of Man.

The Demiurge is assisted by certain
animals familiar Io the Black-féee; wlîile
wve listen to this proof of Indian feîichisrn,
have we flot at the sanie timie a faint eclîo
of Revelation, showing us the Angels,
wilnesses and perhaps co-operators in the
inundane Creation ?

From the nmoment of the crealion of
man the Black-foot Genesis coinpotind
in the Old One a double biblical person.
age: the Demiurge and Adanm. Hence
it is that distinct mention is made of the
%'oman only. The origin of the latter is
related in a manner ivonderfully anal-
ogous to the J3iblical recital ; there is

* '.nothing left out, even to the miysterious
sleep of Adam.

'l'len came the sad account of the fali
and ils fatal consequences. Jnstinctively
the Indian thoughî: has dressed il in ils
present fancîful fornis, and il is touching
10 see the stale of bliss, which is the
dream of the savage, and of which the
primitive sin has deprived him ; but, be.
v'ond the form, there is at the bottom a
inarvellous correspondence with the Biole.
Th,- womian it is who is the prime cause
of ail evil ; the Old One inasmuch as he
represents Adam yields t0 the suggestions
of the woman ; inasmuch as lie is
Denîiurge sanctions and pronounces bis
irrevocable decrees. Thus the echo of
the greal, draina of the Garden of Eden
has *been carried unbroken even t0 the
foot of the Rocky Mountains. And
reinark that ive have here an indigenous
tradition and not someîhing of European
importation ; the Indian slanilp is authen-
tic enough, and the tribe of Black feet is
about the only one of the North West
whîch has unfortunately renîained refract-
ory 10 the influence of thie Gospel.

In finishing let us express the hope
that the other Missionaries of the North-
West wvould follow the exanîple of Father
Legal, and of 50 înany Missionaries in
other parts of the world. Their researches,
on accounit of the great number of years
of infinite relatioriship %vith the savages,
are far more auîhenîic and unbiassed than
the accounîs of travellers or others who,
go amongst the'Indians îhrough curiosity
or in search of facîs in support of soine
pet îheory, and whose work is nearly
always cursorily done. G.
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