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Oiily words! Not mean anything I Alas! wbether you meaix any-
thing or not, you wil! tind your words have a mneaining, and a sad one tool,
I fear, in niany cases. 1 dare say if 1 htx, gone down the lane, as per-
haps I ouglit to have doue, and spoken to that wonian abot; using stich
violent wvords to hier child, she would have mtade that very answer-" I
don't mean anything.» But that 'was, tne very thing that was -wroi'g -at
Ieast one of the thing8. I knew she d.d no+ meau ail she said; and the
boy knew it too, and therefo:',e hùr words went for notLing with hima.
Mothers! you ouglit to mean wliat yon t;ay. Or, to speak more proper1y,
you ought nover bo Fay axiything bo your childiren which you do flot mean.
NoLTver think it does flot niuch signify -what you say to them, so long as
you do what is right towards them. It does signify, and very niuch too.

Foir, ii the first place, thuug,,,h you inay nof do ail you say, and carry
out your owni rough words, yet your sayings and doings are much of a
ruiece. A niother who speaks thioughtleýssly, uiîkindly, and ficrcely to ber
children, is flot very likely to treat them wisely, kindly, and weil. Be-
~iies, sayùig is doing; words are a part of your conduct. And perhaps
there is no part which. will have so mucli influence on your children, for
good or for evil. Ejhldren have sharp ears. They sec, and hear, and
tik far more than people suppose. They can tell right from -%vrong in»
what you say bo them.

A mother's words may be the greateat blessing to a child. John
Newton lcd a most wicked 111e for many years, but after wards becamoe a
mnost devot'.ed Christian minister. Ili8 niother died before lie was seven
years old; but ho says of ber, "lShe miade it the chief business and plea-
sure of lier lifo bo instruet me, and bring me up in the nurtiire and
admionition of th3 Lord." Who can doubt that this pious mother's words
bo her littie boy had much bo do with the happy change that book place
in hîn in after-life? Numberless other cases of the same kind might ho
named. And I venture bo say (for 1l have done the thing myseUf> that if
any one will go to a book-shelf, and take down, one after another, the
volumes which contain the lives of good men, ministers, inissionaries,
and others, hie will flnd that the greater part of theni had pious mothers,
who tauglit thei -ari.ght when young.

Mlas!1 no books need beo written bo show the opposite of this-how
iuany bad meni have LadI bad, mothers. We aIl know too well, by what
we saee and hear, how boys and girls, who have heard littie but evil fromi
their parents' lips, turn into ungodly men and women.

Mothers, you are doing good or harin bo your eh-*dren by your worda
every day. Whatever you may think, your words do not go for nothing.
Weigh thei -well. Mimd how you speak bo youi- children. LeG me
give you a few% hints about it.

1. Neyer lot youx' children hear ha4 words from, your lips. Shall a
chiid learn bo siandor, bo lie, and bo sweair, froni its own mother? For
their sake, if for no other reason, watch against bad words of every sort.
You would not wish tlzm to grow up tb swear and lie: take care you do
not teach them. These things are easy bo teach, but liard bo un-teach.

2. Do not speak luz'sly bo your little ones. I have heard znany,mnothers do wo, who I amn sure did not f&é. hzrahly; only they had got a
habit cf speaking s0. Reimember, children have feelings. It gives paini


