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JOHN GILMOUR.

John Gilwour wvas born in Ayr. Ayr iso6f interest to, inost
'Scotchmen because it is the town of CC Rabibie Burns."1 It was,
of greater interest to the growing boy because it is a sea-porb
and because the sea hiad for hin a peculiir fascination. }{is
biffliday was the fourth of Alugust, 1792. fis parents were not,
pat'ticularly remarkable. fis mother was ricli in affection and
coiunon sense, and bis father, an intimate friend of Robert
Burns, wvas a quiet, reserved man of dignified bearing, and a littie
inclined to think that fortune had not deait fairly with a mnan
of biis abilities. There were severai other members of the family,
to whom, however, no special interest attaches. In his early
youth the boy shewed dis-,nctef signs of remarkable conscientious-
ness, and of yearnings after Ù)d; but by his ninth year the
ipremonitory symptoms of the saint and preacher had disap-
péared, and the reckless sailor in him, had asserted control-a
control wvhich it held until, after eleven years of reckless grod-
lessness, lie -%as made free indeed. His «"goodness was as a
inorning cloud, and as the early dew it went awvay." Thie year
1807 was a very important 'rne for hlm. Hie had begun at the
*almost incredibly early age of fine to go to sea, drawn, against
Ibis parents' wiqhes, by the speil of a poverful sailor instinct;
and between that ine and 1807 lie lad devoted himself with


