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JProvic.cs there may bc a vast dis-
p ropo rtion betwenlde sums expexided
upon, and the benofits conferred, by

1theirn. Tho principie is good, aitho'
lie system adopted 10 carry the pria-Jcipie into overati on may be defective

in soi-e of its bearings. Vie confess
our admiration of the aristocracy of
leaning, and wc veneratc the Aia
Mater, which, is venerabie not oniy
for antiquity in ou'r miother country,
but for the nutmerous exampies of cul-
tivate .1 minds, whicii coileges have

kt prrduced, and which have enlightened
1 and adorncd successive ages Silice the

establishment of sucli institutions in
Great Britain; nor are our Provinces,
comparing smail things wvith great,
ivithout some evidence of their useful-
ness. Thle acquirement of knowledge
is flot confiiued to chartered edifices ;
these rnay be favoured paths to the

.,,,temnple of science, but there are other
~roads which lead to it; and wve should

liot consider a proposition in favour of
bthe difflusion of knowledge wvandering

and visionary, merely because it is
characterised by aovetty. The time
ivas, when the project to propel a ship)
against adverse winds and tides by the
power of stearn, wvas considered as the
ivaking dreamn of a fatuciful enthusiast

~,-the tim-e is, when distances are re-
duced, and land and water traversed
with increased comfort and alrnost ia-
credible celert*ey by stearn. .And the
time wvil1 be, wvhen the presenit great-
ness of this mighty agent wvill acquire
stillgreater perfection. But to return
from this digression. IVe have al-
ready observcd thatthere is a prevail-
ing apathy aniong our farmers re-
specting book-knowledge. Wec speak
generally, for ther, are a few worthy
exceptiois ; visit the country and Qsk

fo :naricultural book, or magaie
or paper; and you will nicet %vith
thern "lFeu' andi far 1'etween." The
trouble of obtaining thein, and the
greater trouble of reading themn after
the touls of the day, with tihe prejudi-
ces of the farmer in favour of his; own
experiencc, all conspire to impe)de the
progressof agriculture, and the iniro-

duction of those improvernients, wvhich
science and experience unitediy have
efr.ected inothiercountries. But many
%vhio are indifferent about reading. are
vcry willing to hear, and wve verily be-
lieve that the great objeet of nil agyri-
cultural associations wvould hc secured,
and this best interest of the Province
advaniccd, by the apnointment of
some( competent individual as an Agri-
cultural Lecturer, under the direction
of the Legisiature. It shiould bc
the duty of such a person to visit in
succession every county throughoyt
the Province, and to give a fainiliar
and popular course of agricultural
ieýtures iii cach. Such a course
should comprehiend, the most itnport-
ant and uiseful discoveries of agricul-
turat chemistry4 and the most appro-
ved practices of husbandry applicable
to our climate aad circunistances.
lu %vould have a decided advantage
over printed information, in as mucîn
as instruction would be accompanicd
with explanations, not only during the
lecture, but subsequeatly and conver-
sationally ia rcply to questions re-
specting it. Many rnt-n would travel
a fewv miles to hear a lecture, ivho
would scarcely cross a roorn to read
an agricuitural paper. Curiosity, and

gossip, and the love of congregating,
wh.ih are universally demnonstrated
throughout both Provinces, '%vould cx'.
ercise in this instance a beneficial in-
fluence in bringring mca together.-
Such lectures, given ai ways before the
a gricultural societies throughout the
Province, wvould have a tendency to,
increase the numbers, strength and
usefuiness of such associations, and
bring before thie agricultural public in
regulariy printed records much useful
information, which under the prescrnt
state of such matters, is either lost or
very liimitcd in its influence. It should
bc the duty of such ' a lecturer to sub-
mit an annuai report, to the Legisla-
turc, of the places lie had visited ; the
number of lectures lie lind given, and
the number of persons who attendcd
thcm, îvith ail othor information upoii
the suhjcî and %vithin his observaition.
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