
Dca(lt of.John hie Baphisi [.luno 1<)
ustially drunk witli enthusiasin, turned hIA
glaLs upside down and retained bis seat, a
sulent and solitàry protest against al wh
rose to henor thiat, toast. We ought not te
be llke jelly-fish, te bave our conductshaped1
by outside influences, but should have the
moral back-bone 'which wiIl enable us to
stand alone, for what, is righit and truc.
"B 1e sure tbey sleep not whomn God needs!1

Se says Browning ini his aracelsus. johin's
Nwork 9"done, an ~oJohn sleeps. A

With a junior class, L (ero can be no better
ivay than te follow the narrative step) by
siep. It is onlly when chuldren grow-a little
older, that analvsis of eliar.-,cter and motive
becomes interesting. What draws them
here is the foolish, wicked, rash king; the
cruel and cunning qucen, and the bewvitcb-
iîng girl, se quickly learning ber mother's
evii ways; and, even more, if propeî ly
prcsented, the sturdy, faithfu], courageous
John, wvith all the sadness of bis tragie end.
Use Hlerod's fo]ly and crime, not 01113 te
iiarn against, strong drink, but against every
cvii passion and habit--for sins generally

<'buint in -angs."1
* For the eider classes, the lesson inay be

taken as A STUDI, IN CONSCIrss'cP.
There are four distinct types.
1. JezwN Tan B.ivrîsr, -whose conscience

bade him speak the truth, thougli the
hieavens, shouid fall. There is rooni for the
dramatie in the expansion of -%. is-thle
i]idcrtizs propliet in the preseace of the

painpered iuler, test.ifying agnin and aga in
(see Exposition) to is face concerning bis
hlorrible sini and crimie. Seripture exaînples
abound-Nathan (2 Sai. 12), Eliial (1 Kings
1S: 18), Danici (Dan. 4: 25), Paul (Acts
24 :25).

John's is a sample of a clear conscience.
IL HEROD), in wlorn conscience was active,,

t'iough frequently ovcr-ridden. lie knew it
was wvrong to biixd Johtn iii prison, ''t did
ibecause of bis guiit-y love for Ilerodias.

He listenled to conscience, and kcpt John
alive, whlen Herodias wvould have bail Iiirn

youtig ixian still, wlien the cruel blow wvas
given -%vlichl left bis body a headless corpse;
and a young m-nnstill, flic Mani of Nazaretli,
whcen Hie cried on tlic cross, Il It is fin-
ish2zd," and bowed Ris head and gave up)
the gliost. Thiere is a twofold lesson here:-
First, ]et us niake haste te, do our Nwork uii
the woridl, for our tiue nay be short;
secondly, -%vbcni men die martyrs to, duty or
are siain. iii a just cause in battie, Ict us not
unduly inura. God's waYs are strange,
but they are wvise wvays, toe.

ISA2MD MELPS

siain. Censcicnce muade huai listezi gladly
te znany things John had te say, and doubt-
less te resolve senie time (but net then) to
leave off sin. Conscience, lulIed te slecp in
the excitement of the Ieast, waked up sternly
wvhen tbe demand for Jolui's head came.
.Again conscience was violated. The ivound
-tas apparently fatal. (Sec Application, on
ilerod's downward course.)

Herod's was a case of conscience dtruggling,
but gucncbcd.

III. IIERODIAS. Se far as appears, - she
had aircady reached tbc stage whichi IIerod
finally reached, conscience nlot only 11seared
ivith a bot iron"I (1 Tinii. 4. 2), but utterly
dead. (Sce 1 Tim. 5,: G.), There are few
sadder figures in history, even as there is ne
sadder state into which one can fail, than te
have conscience dead ithin, the breast.

IV. HERnDiî,-s' DAUGUITE-R. WVe MUSt aVoid
tbe cx' reie ol classing this young girl un-
reservedly with bier crinie-biardened mother.
Shie was evidently net new te, evil. The
atinosphere of sin had long enveioped ber.
It was indeed in ber very veins. But re-
morse probably foilewved lier sin that d&y.
Her's wvas an instance of Érifling -%ith con-
science. Sîxe was gay and gidd3', and let
herself go jan the wvbirl ef excitement. Oh,
how mnany are the sins ef thoughtlessne'ssi

Paul's rule is th Wb iecn righVc3me.
Acts 24: 16'$Q .ý

Qîue.?iom3for Ju7îior.9-14. To wvbat, king us
reference made? How mnany Ik1rods were
thcre? (-M:ut. 2: 13; Lule 3: 19; Acts 12:-
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