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TORONTO, OCTOBER 25, 1879.

t- IMORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.-Wîth the
close of the proeont volume of the STJNDAY
SCHEOOL GUARDIAN It will bie published ln au
enlarged form,. of a greatly imaproved character.
It will bie spccially adaxited to thse maturer tastes
of eider scholars. For tho younigcr scisolars an
entiroly new palier will bie prepared, suited te
thoir agc and tastes. It xvIli be called TE
SUNBEAM, and It is hoped vili bce as briglit and
cheerfnl as Its name impies. Wo trust our
friends xviii wait tifl thcy see our specimen
numbers before ordcrixg their papers for next
ycar We appoal te thoir Connexional loyaity
and Canadia n patriotismi to support tlhe effort
of their own Churcis te piepare a papes' tisat
shall be every way worthy of their pationage.
Specimens wifl bo prepared and submitted for
appioval as soon as possible.

[LrTRFl F11015 T11E EDITI1.]

A VISIT TO 1)OMiPEII.

My DEAýR YouNGr FRIEDS,-

1 promised that I,%vould -ive you ail accounit
of mny visit to this " city of the dead. " 1 was on a
brigit suniny day that 1 drove, with a friend, fromi
Mount Vesuvius to Pomnpeii. Tire city, it wili be
rememibered, wvas buried beneath twtnty feet by
volcanic ashies and pumnice F-tonie, just eighteen
hundred years ago. Ab.,ut the mniddle of the ia4t
century it wvas rediscovercd, and ever since it8 i.xca-
vation hias been pros> cuWe witlî varying encrgy A
large part bas now been disinterrcd, and the resuit
is a revelation of the conditions of 01(1 Roman lite
such. as is exhibited nowhier,; eîse. The houses, of
course, are roofless, the woodwork haviuig been ignited
by the red-hiot ashes an>d scoria. But their internai
'arrangements, their paintings, and their contents are
perfec.ly prcserved. It produces a btm ange keensation
'o walk down the narruw% stie-ts of thie long-buried

city-they vary from fourtecit to twenty.four feet
wide-to observe the ruts nmade by the car-twhccls8
eigbt(e c(ii turies ago, and to sec the stepping-
Stones across the streets, with, the iiarks of hore
bonts. On tither side are small a.hops, just like those
of Nap'cs to day, for the sarle of bread. nieat, oil,
%sine. drugs, and other articles. The aigns ot the
thopkeceptrs9 can, inx places, bac accu, and evtn thie
itaiina ot the wvinc.eups on the marlie counters. A
bar btr ahop, a soap factory, a tannery, a fuller's
shop, a bakery ivith eighty loaves of bread in the
cn'en, aud several mills bavo also been foulnd. At
the street corners are atonu fountains worn iooth
by lengthened use.

The dwelling houses have a vestibule openimg on
the street, soruetimes with the word "Salve,"
-"Welcome," or a figure of a dog in iuosaic 0o1 the
fi or with the words, "Cave cauem," "Beware of
the dog " Within is an open court surrouded hy
the 'oedrooms, h-itcht r, triclin imi or dining-room, etc.
The walls und cclunins are beautitnlly paiuted in
brighit colours, chiefly red aud ycllow, and adlorned
with e]egant frcscoes of scenes iu the mythie history
ot the pagan goda and godesses, laudscapea, etc.
Iu public places wjll lac read eleetion placards and
mwall-acribblinga of idle soldiers and scboolboys.
Opposite one sbop is tise warning, in Latin, -"lhis
is no place for lounging, idier dcpart." The public
forum, the basilica, or court of justice, Nvith its ceils
for prisoners ; the temples of the goda, vith thtir
shrines and images, their sitars stained with iiicense
smoke, and the chamrbers of the prieste ; the theatrts
with their stage, corridors, rows of inarble seas -

one iii hold 5,000 sud another 2 >000 persous8; the
public batsa, with nichles for holding the clothes
aud toulet articles, mai bic basins for bot sud cold
water, etc. ; the street of tomibs, lined wsith the
monumnents of the dead, and the ancieut city walls
aud gates, mnay ail be seen alinost as they were wben
the wrath of Heaven desceuded on the guilty city.
About two tbousaud persous arc supposed to have
perished ini itsr ruins. In the bouse of Diomedes tise
bodies of seveateen womnen and childrttn were found
crowded together. At the gai-den g <te %vas discovercil
the skeieton of the proprietor, withi the key in bis
hand, and near him a slave witb money and jewels.
I n tbe gladiator's barracks were found sixty-three
skeletons, tbree of tbew lai prison, ivith iron stocks
on their feers. In the museum are preserved severai
casts of the ill-fated inhrabitauts in the attitude ot
flight, and in the vcry death atruggie. Among these
are a young girl with a ring on1 ber fiuger, a man
lyiug on bis side, with rcmarkably weil preserved
festures, aud otisers. The very texture of tbe dress
mnay be distinctly seen. The sight of this desd city
caiied foith froua its grave of centuries, made that
oid Roman lifc more vivid and real to mne than ai
the classic readiug I had ever doue.
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