
"4 Eczrnes/ Cli ristiaiiy.

smise stoppiîîg places, much lcss the ail in ail ainied at and expectcd 1)y
journeyeî's to A.? Aie they flot incre stages iii the jouiflCy, i10w aind
nlearer11 startitiî-" Points l'or home ? Yoit do0 îot Ijelieve iii colversiuî eîlap?

Olh yes, -indeed I do; aîîd teachi it too. 1 believe ini it, and uirge it withl
al iny iiii-ght îîpoîî everybodv as a distict eXperience, the prîilege aîîd
necessity or ail, known) by sigiis before anîd siguis lèlwnclear and easy

" Mell, is the new birth a lilial stoppinig place ?

"Ohi, no0 iiideed T 1oo many it is to he tèéared, think tîey have gaiiied
aIl, wvheul once thiey have gaiuied clear. evideice tbat tiley îiave beenl borai

agan, uintil they are after'vaî'ds reluctantly tauight better; but it ï- oiilv the
starlin/ poi of't te Chiristian race."

"WelI, mnay there inot be anotlier pcriod as w~ell, the niew~ startinig )olt
of a bighier progress. just as distinictly marked as conversion itselt, and Mie
seCond no0 miore a stop)l>iiig place thian the fir.st ?"

Thie youing gentleman %vas interested-not coilvinced-and cagfer and
more cager, as tliey rushed on tow~ard the moment and place or 51'paration, to
have biis car conîpanion iunftold his ideas of the unftoldiing Chîristian Jlire.

Williing rather to put lus yoning trieîid uipon the l)erni~lieIt track or a
highier hainý11)ess and of a nlobler userilniess than 1inellely to gratiTy any
xnonientary curiosity, the servant of Jesuis grapbically (liiieated the two
staiges or experience as they bave beenl givenl to the wvorld by einiinent in
froîîî thecir mil peisonal. listory, Luther and D'Aubigne amongst the iîuil br,
Eachi stag,ý,e hie (lescribel as the (lefihlite attainîneîînt of ail actual proreis-tlic
i.irst as the victory coîîqueîîuîg peace, and( the second as a iiew sturt, both. ia a
richiew peace ~îda, 11ore(1 e,>.,pz-sive wvisdoin and beilcenice.

As Uhe conversation %vent on, and the point of separation drcw îîeal Uic
fire kinidled iia tie iingeanous hieart of tie young manî, and shonle forth iFi lus
noble lice.

H-ope-a ncwv hope of gzaining fo-r himself, Luthier like, a deeper, strongoer
vital union with the Trac Vinie, and a, more yererous fruitage ia thue. viniey.rd
of hlis Lord, jîîst now openîîîg ont bef'ore liiii, sprang np iii his soul. Yi-e
frankly confescsed lis truitless struggcles and sad dis3appjoiitinents ia the past,
anîd -as fraîikly owned bis now iiewly a'vakened hope for tic fuiture. M1any
things said by bis coinpanion struck deep iinto Mhe greîîerous soil of bis ardent
younig hieart, and clear and active muiiid : notbiiîg liowever more deeply thian
the tworold sigiuificancc of the text wvhich. becaiie the 1Rcfoiiner's watchword
and1 talisman, "'The just shahl live by faith." The just shahl be ?nadc «liro
llrst, and afi crîvards lcarn, Io live by faith: The just shll be ji.siicdl V"foe
God lirst, and iifterwvards learn Uic wvay Io .ccornejust also 'Lmn licart and ife, by
faitlî. This twofoldl significaxîce of Mie text, illustrated by its suggestion thc
flrst and tiie second tiiiies lu the lReformner's lieart, as by a celestial v'oice
-%vitin, wvitb the interval. of yeares bctween the two, anci meeting iii ecd case a1
wziiit SO diflerent, caiived the yoinng mani to excialin, «I Oh. the depth of thc
riches of Uic Word of God ! What hidden. force it couitains ! We get but lialf
of it at înost, anîd tlien too ofteîî thinik we ]lave all1

\Vas it niot just such conversations, ini just such places> thiat thxe l)ropliet
Malachi referred to, wlîenl lie said, '« T heîi tlîcy tlîat feared the Lord spake
ofteni one to aîîothcr, and thie ILord hiearkeîied and lîcard, anid a. book of re-
meînbrancc -%vas wvritteiu before himn. And they shal be mine, sait1i the Lordl,
iin thiat, day Mien 1i make up imy jewels. Anld I will spare themi as a mnail
spareth li,. own son thiat .servetli bimi ? "

Whiile upon thîis sui)ject of stages and starting points, there are yet twc
or three question to be aîîswered.

FiWThy speak of stages in the Christian life -at ail? Is it; not a thiiig
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