
FRIEN DLY GREETINGS.

B UN YAIN AND THE SPIDER.
:n VY.iN's chiof ellioyînont iu prcison, nlext, to Ilis

higli communion iwith. GOd and heaven, wvas
tho composition of hak CC l'il-nima'. l'rogrcss.'"

That iwor], was the only one of lilii joys which hoe
alloiwcd neithier stranger nor friend ta internioddl
)Vith. lic kept iL 44a
founitain eaed froua
ail bis faniily aud fei
low-prisoner.s uintil it

epressly of the "1>il-
griîn's l>rogress "

"Manueraîîd iuatter t,(,
Wvere 21l! uiy awu,

Xor %vas it inttù auy ~
morfal Jkcoi

Till 1 had done it."

WVhoiî inanht
blis oye.s fronii his Bible
in prison lio saw little,
of cour.e, to sharpoî Vi -

hia ivite, or ta g-ive îîiay'
ta his fancy. lie caaild,
]îoiovcr, niake inuch of Sun yails House o
little. ]lis cell over-
hung th(e river, and thus lie eould look, lawn uiponi the
gliding streai, and forth ont the aspects af the sky.

Aleaping lisli, or a s-imming siwallow, was bolhian
event and a sermon to him, %vlen hoe could spart a
fow moments ab the grâted windom- frora the la.bouirs
af bis pen and pincers. But it wis not often lie could
do se. Hee bad to work bard with. lis pincersz, in
arder ta tag the stay-laes -thliclhbis; wife and bi- poor
blimid daugý'lttr illade and Sold for flic support of
the farnily.

lit 1usd aiso ta -tudy biaril, iii arder to bring luis
,ç,ritin-s up ta soîîîctling likoc tlie scheîîîe and scale
of otîtor thicologfians. Ris pien was tlîus hîcavier to
Iiim tlîau bis pincors; for lie had nothinýg to lighîten.
its labour but lis Concordance. When lie did escape,
haùwovtr, froun bis chair ta the wvindomw, hoe ivas ail
oye and car to whatcvor ivas stirring in the heavensi
above or in the waters bezucatli ; and if nothing pre-
sentea itself ontzide the -%indoiv, hie couhd loara
niuch from the Spiders and t lies inside. IL wvas
ivhilst watching theni anc day tliat lie draw tho
striking picture of an ontanglcd and striiglhig
Christian.

CCThe fly in the spider's web," says lie, "'is an
cnblern of a soul -ihich Satan is tr.ying to poison and
kili. The ily is ontanglcd in tho web ; at this ' he
spider çlhoiv.s limself. If thue ily stir again, down
coules tho spider, and chips a foot upon lier. If the
fly striigglo still, lie poisons lier mare and mucre.
Wiîat shahl the fly do now? MWly, Aic dits, if z;ailz.-
body do mat quickly relcase lier. Tiq is thue case
ivith the tenîpted. Thvir fcet and wings ire on-
tangled. Xawv Satan shows hitnsehf. If the sou!
struggleth, Satan labouretu ta luold iL dowm. If it
iiiakcth a noise, thon hio bites '%ith a blasphiemous
niouth, mare poisonous than tho gai1 of a Serpent. If
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it struggIo a-ain, lio thon poisons it more and more;
insoniucli that it mutst nlcids dlie, if the Lord .Josue
liellp not. But thougli the lly is altogether incapable
of look'lig for relief, tijis tonipted Christin is not.
Wliat inust lie do, therofore ? If lie 100o to lus
lieart, there is blasphecmy. If hie look, to bis dutios,
thero is sin. Shall this mnan lie down in despairi'

N o. ShaHl he trust
in bis duties î ýNo.
Shal hie stay a

Sfroin Christ~ until bis
S hcart is botter? No.

What tliexu Lot
b ila look, to Christ
crucified! Thon shall
lio Seo his SinsZ
ansivcred for, and

* dcath dying. This

v power of the Iirst,
Stcinptation, and hoth

p>urifies the nmmd and
-~ inclines tho heart to

ail good thîill-"
Bunyan va, se

n Eltoc 6rcn.pleasod with iŽ1.,
parahlel between Satan

rind a spider, tint away wcnt pincers and lace.;
unitil hoe rhymied tho fact. Ho mnakes the spider
Say 

:
Thus in my ways qodl xisdow, dolli conceal.
And by my waya that wtisdoin I recIal.
1 hide myself when I for flics do wait;
So doth the devil, wlîen lie ]ays bis bait.
If I do fcar the losing of uiy prey,
I stir me, and more snares upün bier ]ay.
'rhi-3 way aînd that, lier %ving8 aud legs I ti-,,
Thiat, $tire Ms she is catched. -n she mnust die;
A.nd if 1 seo this lilce to klet awayq,
Thien ivith iny venoin I lier iaurnt*y stAy."

B3unyan studied and talkcd with tbis spider sa,
nîncl at the windoiw, that it becamo a favourito with
hlmii at last. Ho abuses it in " <good set ternis"
throîîghli alf a lon.- poemi; but it taught so tnuch
sourla 'wvisdom, timat ho withidrow biis s'arcasîus, and

" ll my good spider, I iàiy errors see;
1 was a fool in railing- thus at thee.
Thy niature, venoin, and thy fearful, huek.
Blut shoiv what sinnors arc, and what they do.
Wciil, wel., 1 %wil no more bce a derider;
1 did not look for stich things froit a spider.
* spider! I have hecard thec, and do w-Dnder
* spider thus should Iighiten, and thus thunder.
e) spider! th--u delightest me wit.h thy Azill
I pray thce spit thîsq vencîn nt me stihi."

Thus lie cndcd with high compliments to hiè
~vcbwcaingneiglibour; for £rom lier instincts anud

habits lie founda lier tho best philosopher lie had ever
mot vith. P *l; Life and Tiineý e.(Eînwa,.


